
SENATE .... No. 215

To accompany the petition of the Board of Registrars of Voters of
the City of Haverhill, by Bernard H. Donahue, that city or town
clerks shall certify that a petition for a recount of votes contains the
signatures of a sufficient number of registered voters. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to provide that a city or town clerk shall
CERTIFY THAT A PETITION FOR A RECOUNT OF VOTES

CONTAINS THE SIGNATURES Of A SUFFICIENT NUMBER

Of REGISTERED VOTERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred and thirty-five of chapter fifty-
-2 four of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out the first paragraph, as most recently amended
4 by chapter two hundred and thirty-six of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and forty-one, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following paragraph;
7 If, on or before five o’clock in the afternoon on the
8 third day following an election in a ward of a city or
9 in a town, ten or more voters of such ward or town,

10 except a town having more than twenty-five hundred
11 voters and voting by precincts and except Boston,

Cfre CommonVuealtJ) of epaosacbusetts



2 [Jan.SENATE — No. 215.

12 and in such a town voting by precincts ten or more
13 voters of each precinct and in Boston fifty or more
14 voters of a ward, shall sign in person, adding thereto
15 their respective residences on the preceding January
16 first, and cause to be filed with the city or town clerk
17 a statement, which the city or town clerk within
18 forty-eight hours after filing finds and certifies con-
-19 tains a sufficient number of names of registered voters
20 in such ward or town, and sworn to by one of the sub-
-21 scribers, that they have reason to believe and do be-
-22 lieve that the records, or copies of records, made by
23 the election officers of certain precincts in such ward
24 or town, or, in case of a town not voting by precincts,
25 by the election officers of such town, are erroneous,
26 specifying wherein they deem such records or copies
27 thereof to be in error, or that challenged or protested
28 votes were cast by persons not entitled to vote therein,
29 and that they believe a recount of the ballots cast in
30 such precincts or town will affect the election of one
31 or more candidates voted for at such election, speci-
-32 fying the candidate or candidates, or will affect the
33 decision of a question voted upon at such election,
34 specifying the question, the city or town clerk shall
35 forthwith transmit such statement and the envelope
36 containing the ballots, sealed, to the registrars of
37 voters, who shall, without unnecessary delay, but not
38 before the last hour for filing requests for recounts
39 as aforesaid, open the envelopes, recount the ballots
40 and determine the questions raised, and shall exam-
-41 ine all ballots cast by or for challenged voters and
42 reject any such ballot cast by or for a person found
43 not to have been entitled to vote. They shall en-
-44 dorse on the back of every ballot so rejected the rea-

-45 son for such rejection and said statement shall be
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46 signed by a majority of said registrars. Upon a re-
-47 count of votes for town officers in a town where the
48 selectmen are members of the board of registrars of
49 voters, the recount shall be made by the moderator,
50 who shall have all the powers and perform all the
51 duties conferred or imposed by this section upon reg-
-52 istrars of voters.




