
SENATE . . . .No. 280
To accompany the petition of James P. McAndrews that special

judges of probate be authorized to sit in counties other than their own
under certain conditions. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three

An Act authorizing special judges of probate to sit

IN COUNTIES OTHER THAN THEIR OWN UNDER CERTAIN

CONDITIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eight of chapter two hundred and seventeen
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section five of chapter four hundred and eight of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word “pro-
-6 bate” in the ninth line the words: or any special
7 judge of probate, and by inserting after the word
8 “dollars” in the twentieth line: —or any special
9 judge of probate, so as to read as follows: Sec-

-10 tion 8. If a judge of probate is unable to perform
11 his duties, or any part of them, because of sickness,
12 interest or other legal disqualification or if, in his
13 opinion, the court requires the assistance of an addi-
-14 tional judge or judges or if there is a vacancy in the
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15 office of judge of probate, or if the judge is absent, his
16 duties, or such of them as he may request, shall if
17 there is no special judge of probate in said county
18 ready to act be performed in the same county by any
19 judge or judges of probate or any special judge of
20 probate of any other county, who may be designated
21 by the judge, or, in case of his failure so to designate,
22 who may be designated by the register from time to
23 time as may be necessary; but, unless objection is
24 made by an interested party before the hearing begins,
25 any case may be heard and determined out of said
26 county in the performance of such duties by such
27 designated judge, who may send his decree to the
28 registry of probate for the county where the case is
29 pending. Any judge of probate receiving a salary
30 of five thousand dollars or more shall assist when so
31 designated, and any judge of probate receiving less
32 than five thousand dollars or any special judge of
33 probate may assist when so designated. Two or
34 more simultaneous sessions of the court may be held,
35 the fact being so stated upon the record.


