
SENATE . . . . No. 312

To accompany the petition of Joseph H. Bacheller, Jr., for legislation
to make certain corrective changes with respect to valuation of prop-
erty for local taxes and with respect to abatements of such taxes.
Taxation.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-eight of chapter fifty-
-2 nine of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition thereof, is stricken therefrom and
4 the following section substituted in place thereof:
5 Section 38. The assessors of each city and town
6 shall, at the time appointed therefor, determine the
7 actual cash value of all the estate, real and personal,
8 subject to taxation therein, and in cities the asses-
-9 sors may in any year divide the city into convenient

10 assessment districts. The most recent sale of real
11 estate made within two years prior to the assessment
12 date specified in section eleven of this chapter shall
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13 be deemed prima facie to establish the actual cash
14 value of such real estate.

1 Section 2. Section fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter two hundred and fifty of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the first sentence of said section fifty-
-6 nine and substituting in place thereof the following:
7 A person aggrieved by the tax assessed upon him
8 may, except as hereinafter otherwise provided, on
9 or before October first of the year to which the tax

10 relates, apply in writing to the assessors, on a form
11 approved by the commissioner, for an abatement
12 thereof, and if they find him taxed at more than his
13 just proportion or upon an assessment of any of his
14 property in excess of its actual cash value, they shall
15 make an abatement computed upon the amount of
16 such excess; provided that a person aggrieved by a
17 tax assessed upon him under section seventy-five
18 or reassessed upon him under section seventy-seven
19 may apply for such abatement at any time within
20 six months after notice of such assessment or reassess-
-21 ment is sent to him.

1 Section 3. Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-nine
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section two of chapter three hundred and sixty-six
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out in the fifteenth
6 line of the first sentence the words “it shall make a
7 reasonable abatement” and inserting in place thereof
8 the words; it shall make an abatement of the tax
9 to the extent of the excessive amount thereof,
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10 so that said first sentence shall read as follows: A
11 person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors to abate
12 a tax on personal property which has been paid,
13 or a tax of not more than one thousand dollars on
14 a parcel of real estate, or a tax of more than one
15 thousand dollars on a parcel of real estate which
16 tax either has been paid or on account of which there
17 has been paid a sum not less than the amount which
18 would be assessable in the year of assessment of the
19 tax upon a valuation equal to the average of the valua-

-20 tions of said parcel, as reduced by reason of abate-
-21 ments, if any, for the three years next preceding said
22 year, may, within sixty days after receiving the
23 notice provided in section sixty-three, or within
24 ninety days after the time when the application for
25 abatement is deemed to be refused as hereinafter pro-
-26 vided, appeal therefrom by filing a complaint with
27 the clerk of the county commissioners, or of the board
28 authorized to hear and determine such complaints,
29 for the county where the property taxed lies, and if
30 on hearing the board finds that the property has been
31 overrated, and that the complainant has complied
32 with all applicable provisions of law, it shall make
33 an abatement of the tax to the extent of the exces-
-34 sive amount thereof and an order as to costs; pro-
-35 vided, that no appeal may be taken under this section
36 with respect to a tax on property in Revere or
37 Winthrop.

1 Section 4. The words “fair cash value”, “just
2 value” and “true value” wherever they appear in
3 chapter fifty-nine of the Tercentenary Edition of
4 General Laws, as most recently amended, and the
5 words “full and fair cash valuation” appearing
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6 in section thirty of chapter forty-one, are stricken
7 therefrom and the words “actual cash value” are
8 inserted in each instance in place thereof.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and forty-four.


