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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Due to a technical interpretation of the laws relating
to solemnization of marriage a situation has arisen at
Camp Devens, a federal reservation, which has caused
army officials considerable difficulty and apprehension.
If allowed to continue, it will cause serious hardship to
those married on such a reservation.

When Camp Devens was ceded to the federal govern-
ment, the only jurisdiction retained by the Common-
wealth was the right, concurrent with the federal govern-
ment, to serve civil and criminal processes. Because the
federal reservation is technically without the confines of
any Massachusetts municipality, our marriage laws do
not necessarily govern the solemnization of marriages on
the reservation.

The federal government has no facilities for recording
marriages and it is a serious question whether our statute,
providing for the recording of a marriage in the city or
town where the marriage intention is secured, is appli-
cable. If a marriage on the reservation cannot be re-
corded in a town contiguous to the reservation the parties
to such marriage will be deprived of access to an official
record. That such a situation would cause undue hard-
ship for servicemen and their families is evident when
one considers that a certificate of record of marriage is
required when an application is made for a wife’s allot-
ment under the provisions of the Servicemen’s Dependents

Che CornniaiiUiCcilrf) of egnsscicfniGrtts



SENATE No. 455. [Apr.2

Allowance Act of 1942, Public Law 625 of the 77th
Congress, and may later be needed for other purposes.

A further fact which demonstrates the anomalous
condition which now exists is that army regulations
require compliance with state laws relative to marriage
licenses and if the clerk of a town contiguous to the
reservation has not the authority to record a marriage
performed in the reservation it is obvious that the regula-
tions will be impossible of fulfillment.

A bill to accomplish this purpose is attached hereto
for your assistance and consideration.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to the recording of births, mar-
riages AND DEATHS TAKING PLACE ON FEDERAL
RESERVATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter forty-six of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by chapter fifty-one
3 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is
4 hereby further amended by adding after the word
5 “town” in the third line the following:
6 The word “town” as used in this chapter shall be
7 deemed to include territory within the territorial
8 limits of the town, notwithstanding that said territory
9 has been ceded to the United States.
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