
SENATE .... No. 525

Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 4, 1943.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives,

I am returning to you herewith under Article LVI of
the Amendments to the Constitution, An Act author-
izing THE RENDERING OF COMMON CARRIER SERVICE TO
THE PUBLIC, AND THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF

TERMINAL FACILITIES, BY RAILROADS AND OTHER COM-
MON carriers on the Lord’s Day, being House Bill No.
1279A.

The effect of this bill is to permit all kinds of common
carrier service, both freight and passenger, by land, air
and water, within the Commonwealth on the Lord’s Day,
in peace time as well as during the present war. Such
operation will be without supervision by the Department
of Public Utilities, and in substance makes Section 5 of
Chapter 136 of the General Laws prohibiting any man-
ner of labor, business or work except works of necessity
or charity on the Lord’s Day, inapplicable to transporta-
tion, including trucking. It is doubtful, in my opinion,
if your honorable bodies knowingly intended to go so far.

I therefore recommend that a new Section be added
which will limit the action of this bill to the duration of
the war. After that time the matter can be reconsidered,
and the decision made on normal conditions in normal
times.

The bill is also confusing as it leaves unrepealed Sec-
tion 19 of Chapter 136 of the General Laws, and the last
part of the third paragraph of Section 6 of said Chapter.

These provisions taken together make it clear that the
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running of steamboat lines, trains or steamboats on the
Lord’s Day is permissible only when authorized by the
Department of Public Utilities. If the bill grants the
same powers to steamship lines, railroads and steamboats
as to other common carriers, either section 19 of the
General Laws, chapter 136, should be repealed and sec-
tion 6 should be further amended by striking out at the
end of the third paragraph the following words; “if
authorized under section 19”, or else the following pro-
viso should be inserted at the end of the bill instead of
making the repeal above recommended:
; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall authorize
the running of steamboat lines, trains or steamboats unless authorized
under section 19.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL
Governor


