
SENATE .... No. 526

Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 2, 1943.

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives

I am returning to you herewith without my approval
An Act relative to the handling, transportation

AND DELIVERY OF FISH AND PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS AT

wholesale on the Lord’s Day, being H. 1279, App. 8.,
amended.

This is the same bill as I returned to your honorable
bodies on May 28th, 1941, with a recommendation for
an amendment. This amendment was not approved,
but in its place a commission for the study of the subject
was substituted. That commission made a divided report.

Eight members of the Legislature were in favor of the
legislation. Two members of the Legislature, and four
members appointed by me were opposed to the legisla-
tion. One member appointed by me did not sign either
report.

Approximately 80% of the fish business is handled in
Boston and I am informed that both the members of the
Fish Pier Association and the leaders of the Fishermen’s
Union doing business in Boston are opposed to this
legislation.

I wish to call to your attention Executive Order #6,
issued February 24, 1942, which permits the Department
of Public Utilities to issue to any person transporting
and handling supplies, materials or foodstuffs related
to the prosecution of the existing war between the United
States and any foreign country, a permit for the trans-
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portation, loading, unloading or other handling of such
supplies, materials or foodstuffs anywhere in the Com-
monwealth on the Lord’s Day.

I also wish to call to your attention Chapter 136,
Section 9, of the General Laws, which gives to various
police departments the power to issue a permit for the
performance on the Lord’s Day of necessary work or
labor which could not be performed on any other day
without serious suffering, loss, damage or public in-
convenience.

In view of the great uncertainty of post-war conditions
and present business conditions not being normal, I
believe that this is a matter that can well wait, in ac-
cordance with my Inaugural message to you, until after
the war. Then the problem may be solved in a com-
pletely different way and in a manner agreeable to all
interests involved.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL
Governor,


