
SENATE .... No. 532

Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 7, 1943

To the Honorable Seriate and House of Representatives

I am returning to you herewith, without my approval,
a Resolve in' favor of Forest C. Rowell of Haver-
hill, being Senate, No. 504.

While I have the utmost sympathy for Mr. Rowell, I
must respectfully call to your attention that there are
some thirty thousand patients in our mental hospitals,
and the payment of the sum contained in this Resolve
to Mr. Rowell for an injury received while a patient in
the Danvers State Hospital on May 20, 1940, involves
the very fundamental question of principle as regards
the obligation of the State to its patients in its institu-
tions. Mr. Rowell was attacked by another patient and
as a result lost his left eye. There was no wilful act,
negligence, or neglect by any of the employees of the
institution.

There is no known precedent for reimbursing a patient
for this type of an accident in an institution. The State
does its best to protect its patients, but for the State to
assume responsibility by reimbursing for injuries received
from an accident of this kind will make it almost impossi-
ble for the State to operate its institutions without a
constant stream of claims and accusations whereby one
patient is said to have been injured by the act of another.

The State endeavors to feed, house, and protect the
health and well being of its patients at all times to the
best of its ability in relation to the conditions that may
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from time to time exist, but to hold it responsible for the
act of one patient to another will make it necessary for
an attendant to be present wherever two or more patients
meet. This would necessitate a tremendous increase in
the number of attendants at all of our institutions, which
just at the moment is utterly impossible of attainment.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.


