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Department of Civil Service and Registration

Division of Civil Sbrv
te House, Boston, December 4, 194

Representatives, State HTo the Honorable Senate and the Ho
Boston, Me •h usetts

Gentlemen: In compliance with the provisions of
section 3 of chapter 31 of the General Laws, as amended,
and in accordance with the provisions of chapter 30, sec-
tion 33, as amended by chapter 292 of the Acts of 1945,
the Civil Service Commission recommends legislation for
the administration and improvement of the civil service,
which is submitted herewith, together with drafts of bills
mbodying the legislation recommended.

Very truly yours

JAMES E. O’BRIEN,

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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Since so many major changes to the Civil Service Law
were made at the last session of the Legislature, the Com-
mission is of the opinion that more time should be given
to the study of its provisions before any further changes
are proposed. There are, however, some minor particu-
lars wherein that legislation could be clarified, and we
are submitting them herewith, together with drafts of
bills embodying the legislation recommended, for such
action as the Legislature may desire to take.

The period in which an eligible list is to be established
is set forth in the legislation enacted last year in section
12 of chapter 31, with the entire procedure for hearing
appeals. Therefore the provisions of section 15, that an
eligible list shall be established within six months after
the provisional appointee is actually employed, is a point
of conflict which should be removed. Amendment to
make this change is attached hereto.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

I.

11.
In the law governing promotions where the employee

has been at least three years in the next lower grade and
is the oldest, second oldest or third oldest employee in
point of service who is willing to accept, the words
"therein” and “in point of service” give rise to the
question as to whether the service must be in the depart-
ment or in the grade, and the words “in point of service”
are different from those used later in section 15D, which
refer to seniority as “length of service.”

It is recommended that the law be changed by striking
out the words “therein in point of service” and substi-
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luting the words “in length of service.” This would
make it clear that we are to compute the length of service
in the manner set forth in section 15D and not by some
other arrangement. Legislation to accomplish this is
submitted herewith.

111.
In section 15 the last sentence in paragraph “B”

should be stricken out, since it does not apply to the
competitive promotional examinations described in that
paragraph; nor does it need to be included in paragraph
“A,” since the same interpretation may be reached in
that paragraph without this sentence. Legislation to ac-
complish this is attached hereto.

In the amendments to the law requiring at least one
year of service for eligibility to compete in an examina-
tion, the promotion from the labor service to the official
service was not changed in this respect. If a year’s serv-
ice is required for promotions of all other candidates, a
year’s service should be required here. Legislation to
accomplish this is attached hereto.

In section 15C the word “department” is defined to
include divisions, institutional unit or other unit of a
department. The definition should be enlarged to in-
clude the word “department,” since some departments
are not divided into lesser units. Legislation to accom-
plish this suggestion is attached hereto.

Section 15D applies only to the computation of senior-
ity of persons appointed under civil service and not to
persons placed under civil service. Seniority of persons

laced under civil service by vote of a town or in any

VI.

IV.

V.
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other manner provided by law is computed under the
provisions of section 47A. Section 47A should be made
clear in its relationship to section 15D. Legislation to
accomplish this is attached hereto.

In the legislation enacted last year, inserting section
461, there was omitted from the group who might be
placed on the re-employment list those who resigned be-
cause of illness. It is recommended that the words “ex-
cept resignation on account of illness” be added after
the word “discharge” in section 461 so as to provide that
such persons might be placed on the re-employment list.
Amendment to make this change is attached hereto.

Section 13 of chapter 708 of the Acts of 1941, as
amended, should be changed so as to provide for the
computation of continuous service if the employee re-
turns to his office within two years after military service,
which is permitted under other provisions of this chapter.
Legislation to accomplish this is attached hereto.

Section 24 of chapter 708 of the Acts of 1941, as
amended, should be changed in the same manner, and
legislation to accomplish this is attached hereto.

IX

VII.

VIII.


