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Department of Education,

•,e of Representatives, State House,
achusetts.

To the Honorable Senate and the Ho.
Boston, Ma.

Gentlemen: In accordance with the provisions of
section 33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of
the recommendations for legislation to be contained in
the annual report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 2)
is submitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended. The drafts of legislation have
been submitted to the Counsel of the Senate as required
by law.

JULIUS E. WARREN,

Cfte Commontoealtl) of o©asoac|uioetts

Commissioner of Education.
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University Extension Courses Free of Charge to
Veterans.

The General Court in 1945 enacted legislation (chapter
382 of the Acts of 1945) extending to certain veterans of
World War II the advantages of University Extension
courses free of charge. The language employed in said
act has proved to be somewhat restrictive in two respects,
that is, as to persons eligible, and as to the period of said
eligibility. As our intention did not contemplate such
restrictions, but, on the other hand, was meant to apply
to residents of Massachusetts, whether still in the service
or discharged therefrom otherwise than by a dishonorable
discharge, we have prepared and now submit a bill de-
signed to effect the ends sought to be accomplished.
Therefore I respectfully recommend the enactment of the
accompanying bill designated as Appendix A.

Maintenance op High Schools by Certain Towns.

General Laws, chapter 71, contains several sections
concerning the maintenance of high schools by towns, to
wit, sections 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10, and as said sections deal
with the same subject matter they are of necessity inter-
related. Towns containing 500 families or more shall,
unless specifically exempted by the department, main-
tain high schools, while those of less than 500 families
are not required to do so, although they may do so. Also,
the above sections contain provisions for reimbursements
to the small towns on account of tuition and transporta-
tion in accordance with the factors stated therein. The
present significant figure (500 families) determining eligi-
bility to reimbursements seems to be low in the light of
present conditions, notably, the trend toward increased

RECOMMENDATIONS.



1946.] HOUSE No. 42. 3

I

f

consolidation of small high schools, and it is believed that
the substitution of 1,000-families instead of the present
500-families requirement would prove to be a progressive
measure in terms of present educational trends. The
accompanying bill establishes the 1,000-families figure in
place of the present 500-families. Therefore I respect-
fully recommend the enactment of the accompanying
bill designated as Appendix B.

Educational Program in the State Teachers Col-
leges for World War II Veterans.

The General Court in 1945 enacted legislation (chap-
ter 660 of the Acts of 1945) extending to certain veterans
of World War II the advantages of training in the fields
of arts, science and industry in the State Teachers Col-
leges and the Massachusetts School of Art free of charge.
The language employed in said act has proved to be
somewhat restrictive in two respects, that is, as to persons
eligible, and as to the period of said eligibility. As our
intention did not contemplate such restrictions, but, on
the other hand, was meant to apply to residents of
Massachusetts, whether still in the service or discharged
therefrom otherwise than by a dishonorable discharge,
we have prepared and now submit a bill designed to
effect the ends sought to be accomplished. Therefore I
respectfully recommend the enactment of the accom-
panying bill designated as Appendix C.

Free Correspondence Courses to Massachusetts
Residents now in the Armed Forces or Vet-
erans of World War 11.

In 1943 the General Court amended section 7 of chap-
ter 69 of the General Laws (chapter 403 of the Acts of
1943) in which the privilege of free correspondence
courses was made available to “disabled veterans” as
defined elsewhere in the General Laws. It is our belief
that the above privilege should not be so restricted, but,
on the other hand, extended to persons now in service
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in World War 11, and also to veterans of said war who
have received a discharge or release other than a dis-
honorable one. We have prepared and now submit a
bill in consonance with the above, and therefore I re-
spectfully recommend the enactment of the accompany-
ing bill designated as Appendix D.


