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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE ACQUISITION BY SAID COMMISSION
OF CERTAIN PUBLIC BATHING BEACHES
IN THE CiTY OF BOSTON.

[Metropolitan Affairs.

Metropolitan District Commission,
20 Somerset Street, Boston, November 29, 1945.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massach
setts in General Court assembled.

Chapter 64 of the Resolves of the current year directs
the Metropolitan District Commission to investigate the
desirability of acquiring certain public bathing beaches
in the city of Boston, as follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan
thorized and directed to investigi
house document numbered twelve
the acquisition by said commissioi
of certain public bathing beaches

district commission is hereby an-
te the subject matter of current
hundred and sixty-six, relative to

, on behalf of the commonwealth,
in the citv of Boston. For said

purpose, said commission may expend such sum, not exceeding one
hundred dollars, as may be appropriated therefor. Said commission
hall report to the general court the results of its investigation, in-
iuding estimates of cost and its recommendations, if any together

with drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recommendation:
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre
sentatives on or before the first Wednesday of December in the our

vea

House Document No. 1266 describes said beaches as
‘bordering on Dorchester Bay in that part of Boston

Ctic CommonUiraltf) of spassacJnisetts
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known as South Boston, from a point commonly known
as the Cow Pasture and extending to the government
property on Pleasure Bay, including in this area beaches
known as Carson Beach, M Street Beach, City Point
Beach and Farragut Beach, but not to include any build-
ing thereon owned by the city of Boston.”

The area is contiguous to holdings of the Commission
at the northerly terminus of Old Colony Parkway at
Columbia Circle. The Strand way District extends from
this point a shoreline distance of approximately 2.8 miles
to Farragut Road and the government property. On it
are located the Columbus Park, L Street and Marine
Park bath houses, maintained and operated by the city
of Boston Park Department. Columbia Road, the main
thoroughfare along the Strandway, the park and play-
areas included in the District, such as Columbus Park
and Marine Park, the Aquarium at City Point and sev-
eral food and refreshment concessions are also under
jurisdiction of the City Park Department.

The original acquirement and development of these
holdings antedates the creation of the Metropolitan Park
System. The development of City Point as a public park,
the laying out of Columbia Road and other such improve-
ments were started within a few years of the enactment
of legislation in 1875 granting authority to the city of
Boston to establish a park system, and were completed
and in use by the public at the time the Metropolitan
Park System was authorized in 1893.

These facilities have provided opportunities for whole-
some recreation for the people of Boston over all the
years since they were first developed, have been widely
and intensively used, and have lost little, if any, of the
importance they hold in the overall picture of the city’s
park and recreation program.

The use of the district by non-residents of Boston, the
most important consideration in any.effort to determine
justification for a transfer of the area to the Metropolitar
Park System, presents a problem that is not easily solved
It is quite evident that a great many people living withii
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walking distance of the Strandway take full advantage of
their opportunities to enjoy its many facilities. Another
sizable segment of visitors comes by public transportation,
but this factor does not seem to be nearly as important
as it was before use of the automobile reached its present
proportions. The Commission has some information rela-
tive to visitors to the Strandway by automobile provided
by a W. P. A. survey, for which it was a co-sponsor, sev-
eral years ago. This survey, among many other things,
made a count ofautomobiles parked at the Strandway dur-
ing a thirty-seven-day period in the summer of 1939 to de-
termine, by the registration of parked cars, the point of
origin of these visitors. The conclusions drawn from the
counts taken during the survey showed that, with cer-
tain assumptions, the number of cars owned by residents
of cities and towns in the Metropolitan Parks District
other than the city of Boston ran to about 30 per cent of
the total. The survey did not attempt to determine the
over-all percentage of non-resident users of all classes, but
acknowledged it would very likely be considerably less
than the figure they arrived at for non-resident automo-
bilists.

The Commission believes that use of the Strandway by
non-residents of Boston is now rather less than in former
years, as so many people of modest income can now,
through use of the automobile, take advantage of a much
wider selection of recreational opportunities than when
they were limited to places which could be reached by
public transportation onlj'. It is also true that the later
development of recreational facilities in other towns and
cities in the parks district would tend to restrict visitors
from these communities to places like the Strandway.

The Commission estimates that the costs for policing
maintenance and lighting of the area to be turned over
would run to about $66,000 annually. The operation
and maintenance of the three bath houses would add
140,000 to this figure if the bath houses were included.

House Bill No. 1266 specifies the proposed transfer
list not include any buildings owned by the city. The
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Commission believes that such an arrangement, if effected
would set up a division of responsibility that would mat
it extremely difficult to get efficient administration unde
such conditions.

The Commission recommends that any legislation
the tr
rtv in

effect ansfer include
the area.

the bath houses and other cit
prope

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM T. MORRISSEY,
Commissioi
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