
HOUSE .... No. 192

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO THE ADVIS-
ABILITY OF CONSTRUCTING A SKI AREA
TO BE SERVICED BY A SKI LIFT ON THE
NORTH OR NORTHEAST SIDE OF MOUNT
WACHUSETT.

[Conservation

Department of Conservation,
Ashburton Place, Boston, December 27, i94545

To the General Court of Massachusetts

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 29 of the
Resolves of 1945, the Department of Conservation has
caused an investigation to be made relative to the advisa-
bility of constructing a ski area to be serviced by a ski lift
on the north or northeast side of Mount Wachusett as a
post-war project, and the following report is submitted
in compliance therewith.

After inspection of this property and consideration of
the anticipated increase in the use of all recreational areas
during the post-war period, with special reference to the
impetus that will be given to skiing and all winter sports,
the advisability of the development embodied in the sub-
ject matter of chapter 29 of the Resolves of 1945 is appar-
ent.

Mount Wachusett is centrally located, not only to the
residents of Massachusetts, but also to those of Connecti-
cut and Rhode Island, and has many natural features that
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have a strong appeal to all those interested in winter
sports, especially skiing. It has long, steep slopes for the
use of the skilled skier, with shorter slopes of moderate
grades for use of the novice. With these natural assets
Mount Wachusett has, however, certain hazards which
must be overcome if this area is to be developed for skiing
purposes, and much better accessibility must be provided.
The existing road leading to the mountain is very narrow
and very dangerous during the winter months.

The study would indicate the erection of a ski lift alone
will not properly solve the problem existing on Mount
Wachusett. During the «war years when travel by auto-
mobile was at a minimum this recreational area was over-
crowded, particularly on those days when the skiing was
good. A parking area should be constructed to accommo-
date three hundred to five hundred automobiles.

The investigation by this Department indicates that
the Mount Wachusett area justifies further study, and
surveys relating to its uses for recreational purposes and
such additional study are recommended.

However, in view of the fact that the Mount Wachusett
Reservation is under the control and management of a
special reservation commission and not under this Depart-
ment, it is suggested that the further study of the matter
be made by that commission.

Respectfully submitted,

A. K. SLOPER,
Commissioner of Conservation


