
HOUSE .... No. 206
By Mr. Rawson of Newton, petition of George E. Rawson for legis-

lation relative to the abolition of presidential primaries, providing for
the election of members of state, ward and town committees and for
the election of delegates to conventions of political parties. Election.
Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to the abolition of presidential

PRIMARIES, PROVIDING FOR THE ELECTION Of MEMBERS

OF STATE, WARD AND TOWN COMMITTEES AND FOR THE
ELECTION Of DELEGATES TO CONVENTIONS OF POLITICAL
PARTIES.

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended
2 by striking out chapter fifty-two, as amended, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following chapter:

4

5 Political Committees, Political Conventions
6 and Delegates to Political Conventions.

7 Section 1. In the year nineteen hundred and forty-
-8 eight, and in every second year thereafter, the chair-
-9 man or secretary of each ward or town committee

10 of the political party which it represents shall, not

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Cl)c CommonUicalHj of Soassac|uisetts

Chapter 52.
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45 in this section the city committee or the state com-
-46 mittee, respectively, of the political party which
47 said ward or town committee represents, shall not

jail said caucus. Such cau-
than seven nor more than
calling thereof and notice
provided in section eighty-

48 later than March tenth
49 cus shall meet not less
50 fourteen days after the
51 thereof shall be given as
52 three of chapter fifty-three. Such caucus shall organ-
-53 ize and proceed to the election of its ward or town
54 committee and delegates, as provided herein and in
55 sections seventy-one to eighty-seven inclusive of
56 said chapter fifty-three.
57 Section 2. The presiding officer and secretary of
58 a caucus held as provided in section one shall within
59 three days after its final adjournment file with the
60 secretary of the state committee of the political
61 party it represents a list of the names and addresses
62 of the persons elected as members of the ward or
63 town committee, as the case may be, a list of the
64 names and addresses of those elected as delegates to
65 the senatorial district convention; and in the year
66 in which presidential electors are to be elected a list
67 of the names and addresses of persons elected as
68 delegates to the congressional district convention.
69 The presiding officer and secretary of said caucus
70 shall within three week days after its final adjourn-
-71 ment send to each delegate a certificate of election
72 which shall entitle such delegate to a seat and vote
73 in the convention to which he has been elected.
74 Section 3. The members of the several ward com-
-75 mittees of a political party in a city shall constitute
76 the city committee.
77 Section J+. A state committee of a political party
78 shall consist of the members elected at the several
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79 senatorial conventions, all former chairmen of said
80 committee and such additional members at large
81 as may be chosen by the elected members at the
82 organization meeting provided for in section five.
83 The election of the members at large may be made
84 before the choice of a permanent chairman, secretary
85 and other officers.
86 Section 5. Each state, city, ward and town com-
-87 mittee shall, within ten days after May first next
88 following the election of its members, meet and or-
-89 ganize by the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a
90 treasurer and such other officers as' it may decide to
91 elect. A city committee may by vote at any meet-
-92 ing authorize the appointment of associate members
93 by any ward committee; and a town committee
94 may by vote appoint associate members. Associate
95 members shall not have the right to vote but shall
96 have such other powers and duties as the ward or
97 town committee may determine. If a ward com-
-98 mittee or a city or town committee fails to meet and
99 organize within the time prescribed by this section,

100 the city committee or the state committee, respec-
-101 lively, of the political party which such ward, city
102 or town committee represents, shall call a meeting
103 for its organization, appointing a time therein for
104 holding the same and naming a person to preside
105 thereat.
106 Section 6. The secretary of each city, ward and
107 town committee shall, within ten days after its or-

-108 ganization, file with the secretary of the state com-
-109 mittee of the political party which it represents the
110 names and addresses of the officers of the committee.
111 Within a like period after the appointment of asso-
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112 date members, said secretary shall likewise file a list
113 of such associate members.
114 Section 7. Upon the redivision of a city into
115 wards the treasurer of each ward committee of a

116 ward affected by such redivision shall, before the
117 termination of office of the members thereof, pay
118 over to the treasurer of the city committee repre-
-119 sen ting the same political party such funds of the
120 ward committee as he has in his possession after
121 paying all bills. In the statements required under
122 section seventeen of chapter fifty-five, the treasurer
123 of the ward committee making such payment shall
124 report it as a disbursement and the treasurer of the
125 city committee receiving it shall report it as a receipt.
126 Section 8. Each committee existing at the time
127 when the party which it represents first polls for
128 governor at a biennial state election three per cent
129 of the entire vote cast in the commonwealth for that
130 office, and each committee existing at the time when
131 the party it represents first polls for mayor or a se-
-132 lectman at a city or town election at least three per
133 cent of the entire vote cast in the city or town for
134 that office, shall be deemed elected under this
135 chapter, and shall be subject to its provisions.
136 Section 9. A political party may, upon the call of
137 its state committee, but not earlier than one week
138 nor later than two weeks after the holding of the
139 biennial state primaries, hold a state convention for
140 the purpose of adopting a platform, nominating pres-
-141 idential electors, and for such other purposes con-
-142 sistent with law as the state committee or the con-
-143 vention may determine. Such convention shall
144 consist of the number of delegates fixed by the jstate
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committee, not less than one for each ward and each
town, to be chosen by the ward or town committee,
the members of the state committee, the United
States senators from Massachusetts who are mem-
bers of the party, the nominees of the party for all
offices to be filled at the state election, and in years
in which no elections are held for certain offices, the
incumbents of those offices who are members of the
party. Upon the choice of delegates to a state con-
vention the chairman of the ward or town commit-
tee, as the case may be, shall notify in writing the
chairman of the state committee of the political
party which such ward or town committee repre-
sents, who shall thereupon issue proper certificates
to the persons so chosen.
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Section 10. A state, city or town committee may
make rules and regulations, consistent with law, for
its proceedings, and a state committee may make
rules and regulations, consistent with law, for calling
conventions. A ward or town committee may pro-
vide for the removal after a hearing of any of its
members for violations of any of its rules and regu-

lations, and such removed member may appeal the
action of a ward committee to the city committee
and of a town committee to the state committee.
The decision on appeal of such committee after due
notice and a hearing shall be final.
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Section 11. The delegates chosen by the several
ward and town committees to the senatorial conven-
tion shall elect from among the enrolled members of
the party resident in the district one man and one
woman from each senatorial district as members of
the state committee, who shall hold office for a period
of two years from the first day of May following their
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179 election, and shall also elect a general or executive
180 committee of the delegates who shall hold office for
181 a period of two years. Within three days after the
182 termination of the convention the secretary thereof
183 shall send to the persons elected to the state eom-
184 mittee notice of their election thereto, and the notice
185 thus sent shall serve as a certificate of election. He
186 shall also send to the state committee the names and
187 addresses of those so notified.
188 At the organization meeting of the state corn-
189 mittee provided for in section five its elected mem-
190 hers shall first meet and organize temporarily by the
191 choice of a temporary chairman and a temporary
192 secretary, who shall serve until a permanent chair-
193 man and a permanent secretary are chosen.
194 The secretary of the state committee shall file with
195 the state secretary, and send to each city and town
196 committee, within ten days after such permanent
197 organization, the names and addresses of the officers
198 and members of the state committee. He shall also
199 file with the state secretary on or before June thir-
200 tieth the names and addresses of the officers and
201 members of the several ward and town committees
202 arranged alphabetically by cities and towns.
203 Section 12. The delegates chosen by the several
204 ward and town committees to the congressional con-
205 vention shall elect from the enrolled members of the
206 party resident in the district one delegate and one
207 alternate delegate to the national convention.
208 Within three days after the termination of the
209 convention the secretary thereof shall file with the
210 state committee of the same political party the names
211 and addresses of the district delegates and alternate
212 district delegates elected at the convention. The
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3 as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
4 and thirty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred andacts of nineteen hundred and
5 forty-one, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

7 Section 2. Except in the case of municipal
8 nominations where a city charter or a law apply-
-9 ing specially to a particular town otherwise pro-

-10 vides, candidates of political parties for all elective
11 offices, except presidential elector, shall be nom-
-12 inated, and delegates and alternate delegates to na-
-13 tional conventions and members of political com-
-14 mittees, except as provided in chapter fifty-two, shall
15 be elected, in primaries or caucuses, and the nomina-
-16 tion of any party other than a political party, in any
17 district containing more than one ward or town,
18 shall be made by a convention of delegates chosen
19 by caucuses held under section one hundred and
20 seventeen in the wards and towns of the district for
21 which the nomination is to be made. All noinina-
-22 lions and elections in primaries and caucuses shall
23 be by direct plurality vote. No candidates shall be
24 nominated in any other manner than is provided in
25 this chapter or chapter fifty-two.

1 Section 3. Section twenty-eight of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended bv section
3 seven of chapter four hundred and seventy-three of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out in the sev-
-6 enth, eighth and ninth lines, the words “and presi-
7 dential primaries on the last Tuesday in April in
8 any year in which presidential electors are to be
9 elected:”, so as to read as follows: Section 28.

10 State primaries shall be held on the seventh Tuesday

6 mg section;
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17 The number of ballots provided at a city or town
18 primary shall not for any ward or town exceed one

19 ballot of each party for each voter therein. No such
20 ballots shall be printed in any printing establish-
-21 ment owned or managed by the city of Boston.

1 Section 5. Section thirty-four of said chapter
2 fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
3 thirteen of chapter three hundred and thirty-four
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the first
6 paragraph and inserting in place thereof, the follow-
-7 ing paragraph;
8 At the top of each ballot shall be printed the words
9 “Official ballot of the (here shall follow the party

10 name)”. On the back of each ballot when folded
11 shall be printed the same words, followed by the
12 number of the precinct and ward or the name of the
13 town for which the ballot is prepared, the date of the
14 primary and for state primaries a facsimile of the
15 signature of the state secretary and for city or town
16 primaries a facsimile of the signature of the city or
17 town clerk. Names of candidates for each elective
18 office shall be arranged alphabetically according to
19 their surnames except that names of candidates for
20 renomination to state offices of which they are the
21 elected incumbents shall be placed first, in alphabeti-
-22 cal order, and the names of other candidates shall
23 follow, in like order.

1 Section 6. Said section thirty-four, as sc
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the second paragraph.
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id section thirty-four, as so
y further amended by striking out

he third paragraph and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragrapl
5 Against the name of a candidate for an electivi
6 office shall be printed the street and number, if anv

if his residence.

1 Section 8. Said section thirty-four, as so
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the fifth paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
4 following paragraph:
5 Except where vacancies caused by death, with-
-6 drawal or physical disability are filled, no names shall
7 be printed on a ballot other than those received
S on nomination papers. Immediately following the
9 names of candidates on ballots at city and town

10 primaries, blank spaces equal to the number of per-
il sons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion
12 of other names. Immediately following the names of
13 candidates on ballots at state primaries, where there
14 are fewer names than there are persons to be chosen,
15 blank spaces shall be provided, equal in number to
16 the deficiency, for the insertion of other names.

1 Section 9. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section thirty-five,
3 as most recently amended by section four, of chapter
4 three hundred and thirty-seven of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and forty-one, and inserting in place
.hereof the following new section:

7 Section 35. A cross (X) marked against a name
8 shall constitute a vote for the person so designated
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If a voter votes for more candidates than the number
to be elected, his vote shall not be counted.

Section 10. Section forty-six of said chapter
fifty-three, as most recently amended by section
eight of said chapter three hundred and thirty-seven,
is hereby further amended by striking out the third
paragraph and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing paragraph:

No person shall be a candidate for nomination for
more than one office.

Section 11. Said chapter fifty-three is hereby
further amended by striking out sections seventeen
A, thirty-one, fifty-four, and seventy A to seventy
H, inclusive.








