
HOUSE . . . . No. 231
By Mr. Partridge of Watertown, petition of the Massachusetts

Conservation Council that a special commission be appointed by the
Governor to make a scientific investigation of the cost of eliminating
pollution from the streams, ponds and flats of the Commonwealth.
Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

Resolve providing for a scientific investigation

OF THE COST OF ELIMINATING POLLUTION FROM THE

STREAMS, PONDS AND FLATS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Whereas, The discharge of industrial and domestic
2 wastes into the waters of the commonwealth has
3 become a menace to the public health; and
4 Whereas, The pollution of the waters by these
5 wastes has caused the destruction of fish life; and
6 Whereas, Such pollution is a cause of heavy loss
7 through the reduction of real estate values; and
8 Whereas, These polluted waters are unfit for many
9 forms of industrial and domestic use: and

10 Whereas, These polluted waters are objectionable
11 features in the landscape and in many areas are
12 destructive of recreational values; therefore be it
13 Resolved, That a special scientific commission of
14 three members is hereby established to determine the
15 cost of elimination of pollution caused by the discharge
16 of wastes from a typical plant of each of the principal
17 industries now discharging such wastes into the
18 waters of the commonwealth, as well as the cost of
19 sewage disposal for a typical town of less then ten
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20 thousand population, of one between ten thousand
21 and fifty thousand and one of over fifty thousand.
22 Said commission shall be appointed by the governor
23 from a list of persons, each of whom shall be a recog-
-24 nized authority on some phase of pollution elimination,
25 submitted by the presidents of the Massachusetts
26 Institute of Technology, Harvard University and the
27 Worcester Polvtechnic Institute.
28 Said commission shall elect its own chairman and
29 each member shall receive a fee of twenty-five dollars
30 per day and traveling expenses while actually engaged
31 in the work of the commission; provided, however,
32 that the total cost for fees and traveling expenses of
33 the commission shall not exceed five thousand dollars.
34 In the making of this investigation the commission
35 is hereby authorized to employ such technical, clerical
36 and other assistants as may be necessary in the proper
37 discharge of its duties and to expend such sums as
38 may hereafter be appropriated for that purpose, but
39 not to exceed fifty thousand dollars.
40 Said commission shall report its findings and recom-
-41 mendations, together with any necessary bills to carry
42 the same into effect on or before the first Monday in
43 December in the vear nineteen hundred and forty-
44 seven.


