
HOUSE .... No. 577
By Mrs. Cutler of Needham, petition of the War Parents of America,

Inc., for legislation to authorize the establishment and maintenance of
municipal departments and districts for furnishing information, advice
and assistance to veterans of World War II and other veterans.
Military Affairs and Public Safety

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six

An Act authorizing the establishment and main-
tenance OF MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS AND OF DISTRICTS

FOR FURNISHING INFORMATION, ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE

TO VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II OR OTHER VETERANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter seven hundred and twenty-
-2 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five
3 is hereby amended by striking out the third sentence
4 of section one and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: Such director shall be appointed in a
6 city by the mayor, with the approval of the city
7 council, and in a town by the selectmen; to be eligible
8 for such appointment the person shall be a resident of
9 the city, town or district who has served in the military
10 or naval forces of the United States in time of war
11 and has been discharged therefrom otherwise than
12 by a dishonorable discharge and shall preferably have
13 had experience or training in vocational education,
14 counselling, rehabilitation, personnel or similar or
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15 related work, —so that section one shall read as
16 follows: Section 1 . In every city and town which
17 accepts this act, in a city by vote of the city council,
18 subject to the provisions of its charter, and in a town
19 by vote of the town at a town meeting, there shall,
20 except as otherwise provided in case of a district
21 formed under authority of section two, be established
22 and maintained a department for the purpose of
23 furnishing such information, advice and assistance to
24 veterans of World War II or other veterans as may be
25 necessary to enable them to procure the benefits to
26 which they are or may be entitled relative to employ-
-27 ment, vocational or other educational opportunities,
28 hospitalization, medical care, pensions and other
29 veterans’ benefits. Each department so established
30 and maintained shall be known as the department of
31 veterans’ services, and the officer in charge thereof
32 shall be known as the director of veterans’ services.
33 Such director shall be appointed in a city by the
34 mayor, with the approval of the city council, and in a
35 town by the selectmen; to be eligible for such appoint-
-36 ment the person shall be a resident of the city, town
37 or district who has served in the military or naval
38 forces of the United States in time of war and has
39 been discharged therefrom otherwise than by a dis-
-40 honorable discharge and shall preferably have had
41 experience or training in vocational education, coun-
-42 selling, rehabilitation, personnel or similar or related
43 work. The person in a city authorized by the city
44 charter or bjr ordinance or vote of the city council,
45 and in a town authorized by vote of the selectmen,to
46 disburse state or military aid, shall upon the effective
47 date of this act become the director of veterans’ serv-
-48 ices for such city or town and shall serve as such
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49 director until other provision is made as provided by
50 this section; provided, that if such a person on said
51 effective date is not a war veteran and has unlimited
52 tenure of office or is serving for a definite term he
53 may Ire retained in office as such director until he is
54 removed for cause, or until the expiration of such
55 term, as the case may be.

1 Section 2. Said chapter seven hundred and
2 twenty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 forty-five is further amended by striking out the
4 second sentence in section five and inserting in place
5 thereof the following: Such advisory board shall
6 advise and consult with the director of veterans’
7 services of the municipality or district, relative to
8 the provisions of this act, -so that said section five
9 shall read as follows: Section 5. In each depart-

10 ment of veterans’ services, and in each district estab
11 lished under section two, there shall be an unpaid
12 advisory board to be appointed, in cities by the mayor.
13 in towns by the board of selectmen, and in districts
14 by the district board. Such advisory board shall
15 advise and consult with the director of veterans
16 services of the municipality or district, relative tc
17 the provisions of this act. The state commissioner of
18 veterans’ services is hereby authorized and directed
19 to formulate and publish rules and regulations estab-
20 lishing in a general manner the types of persons with
21 respect to their occupations, professions and special
22 skills, who may be appointed to such unpaid advisory
23 boards. Every such advisory board shall consist of
24 not less than five nor more than fifteen residents of
25 the city, town or district, as the case may be.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




