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By Mr. Driscoll of Boston, petition of Allan M. MacLeodand other

for legislation relative to the regulation of horse racing at race track:
where the pari-mutuel system of wagering is permitted. Legal Affairs

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six

An Act relative to the regulation of horse racing

AT RACE TRACKS WHERE THE PARI-MUTUEL SYSTEM OF

WAGERING IS PERMITTED, WITH ESPECIAL REFERENCE

TO THE DAYS AND TIMES WHEN SUCH RACING SHALL BE

ALLOWED, AND THE AMOUNTS TO BE RETAINED BY THE
LICENSEE OK LICENSEES AND THE AMOUNT TO BE PAID

TO THE COMMISSION.

Ie it enacted by the Senate and House of Revresentative
in General Court assembled, the authority of the
tame, as folk

iction 1. Subsection (5) of section two of chapter
2 one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Law
3 as appearing in section three of chapter three hundred

1 and seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundr
thirty-four, is hereby amended 1(

6 much of said subsection (5) as follows 1 10

in the third line of said subsect msertn

8 in place thereof the words: for he
9 before seven o'clock post meridiar

10 later than seven o’clock post n
11 horse racing nor later than twelve o’clock rnidrm

CJje CommontoealtJj of c©assacJ)Uoetto



2 No. 954. [Jan.HOUSE

12 for harness horse racing and dog racing, —so as to
13 read as follows: (5) The hours of each day between
14 which it is intended to hold or conduct racing at such
15 meeting, which hours shall be not before twelve o’clock
J 6 noon for horse racing and not before seven o’clock post
17 meridian for deg racing nor later than seven o’clock
18 post meridian for running horse racing nor later than
19 twelve o’clock midnight for harness horse racing and
20 dog racing.

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-eight A of the General Laws, as most
3 recently amended by chapter two hundred and sixty-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three.
5 is hereby further amended by striking out clause (b)
6 of subsection (5) and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: such meeting as may be for running
8 horses shall be between the hours of twelve o’clock
9 noon and seven o’clock post meridian only, and such

10 meeting as may be for harness horses may be betweer
11 twelve o’clock noon and seven o’clock post meridiar
12 or between seven o’clock post meridian and twelve
13 o’clock midnight.

1 Section 3. Section three of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-eight A of the General Laws, as most
3 recently amended by chapter two hundred and sixtj’-
4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,
5 is hereby further amended by striking cut clause (d)
6 of subsection (5) and inserting in place thereof the
7 following; Such horse racing meetings may be held
8 only between the eighteenth day of April and the
9 thirty-first day of October, both dates inclusive, in

10 any year.
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1 Section 4. Section three of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-eight A of the General Laws, as most
3 recently amended by chapter two hundred and sixty-
-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out clause (j)
6 of subsection (5) and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: No licenses shall be issued for more than
8 an aggregate of ninety racing days in any one year at
9 the harness horse racing meetings combined, not

10 including harness horse racing meetings at state or
11 county fairs.

1 Section 5. Section five of chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-eight A of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter four hundred and ninety-seven
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the second
6 and third paragraphs and inserting in place thereof
7 the following;
8 No other place or method of betting, pool making,
9 wagering or gambling shall be used or permitted by

10 the licensee, nor shall this chapter be deemed to au-
-11 thorize or legalize the pari-mutuel or certificate system
12 of wagering on any races except horse and dog races
13 at the track where such pari-mutuel or certificate
14 system of wagering is conducted. Each licensee
15 conducting a racing meeting shall become the cus-
-16 todian or depository for such sums as may be deposited
17 with such licensee by patrons as wagers on the speed
18 or ability of any one or more horses or dogs in a race
19 or races and such licensee shall be responsible for such
20 sum so deposited and shall return to the winning pa-
-21 trdns so wagering on the speed or ability of any one
22 or more horses or dogs in a race or races all sums so
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23 deposited as an award or dividend, according to the
24 acknowledged and recognized rules and method under
25 which such pari-mutuel or certificate system has been
26 operated, less the breaks, as defined in this section
27 and less an amount not to exceed ten per cent of the
28 total amount so deposited by the patrons wagering
29 on the speed or ability' of running horses in a race or
30 races not conducted in connection with a state or

31 county fair, and fifteen per cent of the total amount
32 so deposited by the patrons wagering on the speed or
33 ability of running horses in a race or races conducted
34 in connection with a state or county fair and on the
35 speed or ability of harness horses or of dogs in a race
36 or races, whether or not conducted in connection with
37 a state or county fair.
38 Each person licensed to conduct a running horse
39 racing meeting, other than a licensee holding a rack
40 meeting in connection with a state or county fair,
41 shall pay to the commission on the day following each
42 day of such running horse racing meeting, a sum equal
43 to three and one half per cent of the total amount
44 deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so

45 wagering at such meeting, said three and one half per
46 cent to be paid from the ten per cent withheld, as

47 provided in this section, from the total amount
48 wagered. Each person licensed to conduct a harness
49 horse racing meeting, other than a licensee holding s
50 racing meeting in connection with a state or county

11 fair, shall pay to the commission on the day following

32 each day of such harness horse racing meeting, a sum
53 equal to live per cent of the total amount deposited
54 on the preceding day by the patrons so wagering at

55 such meeting, said five per cent to be paid from the
56 fifteen per cent withheld as provided in this section
57 from the total amount wagered. Each person licensed
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58 to conduct a dog racing meeting, other than a licensee
59 holding a racing meeting in connection with a state or
60 county fair, shall pay to the commission on the day
61 following each day of such dog racing meeting, a sum
62 equal to three and one half per cent of so much of the
63 total amount deposited
64 patrons so wagering at
65 exceed seventy-five thou
66 of so much thereof as ex

m the preceding day by
;uch meeting as does not
and dollars, five per cent

'ds seventy-five thousand
67 dollars but does not exceed one hundred and ten
68 thousand dollars, six per cent of so much thereof as
69 exceeds one hundred and ten thousand dollars but
70 does not exceed one hundred and forty thousand
71 dollars, and seven per cent of so much thereof as
72 exceeds one hundred and forty thousand dollars, said
73 percentages to be paid from the fifteen per cent with-
74 held, as provided in this section, from the total
75 amount wagered. Each licensee may retain as his
76 commission on the total of all sums so deposited, in
77 addition to his share of the breaks as hereinafter pro-
-78 vided, a sum not exceeding the balance of the ten and
79 fifteen per cent withheld,, as provided in this section,
80 from the total amount wagered after deducting there-
-81 from the amount hereinbefore required to be paid to
82 the commission. A licensee holding a racing meeting
83 in connection with a state or county fair may retain
84 the fifteen per cent withheld, as provided in this
85 section, from the total amount wagered.

86 One half of the odd cents over any multiple of ten
87 cents of winnings per dollar wagered shall be retained
88 by the licensee, and one half shall be paid to the com-
-89 mission, on the day following each day of a horse or
90 dog racing meeting. Such odd cents shall in this
91 chapter be called the “breaks.”








