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By Mr. Serino of Cambridge, petition of P. Dennison Smith, Jr.,

for legislation relative to the settlementof actions and claims of minors
in court proceedings. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to the settlement of actions and

CLAIMS OF MINORS.

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-one of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after section seven ty-
-4 seven the following new section;
5 Section 77A. In an action brought on behalf of a
6 minor his attorney may file in the court in which the
7 action is pending an application for the approval of a
8 settlement. On any such application the court shall
9 require a full disclosure of all facts concerning said

10 action, the terms of the proposed settlement and a
11 brief statement of the reasons for the settlement; and
12 thereupon the court may, if it deems it necessary,
13 conduct a full examination into all the facts regarding
14 the reasonableness and propriety of such settlement.
15 If the minor is not represented by an attorney, the
16 papers required for the application for settlement may
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17 be prepared by an attorney for the defendant and shall
18 state that fact, the terms of the proposed settlement
19 and a full disclosure of all facts concerning said action.
20 Such attorney shall make no recommendation in refer-
-21 ence to the proposed settlement. The court under
22 such circumstances shall make a full examination into
23 all the facts regarding the reasonableness and propriety
24 of the proposed Settlement.
25 If no action has been brought on behalf of the minor,
26 the application ma)'- be filed in any court for the dis-
-27 trict or municipality in which the minor resides.
28 Upon the approval by the court of the application
29 for settlement, a judgment without costs shall be en-
-30 tered by the court where there is pending an action
31 brought on behalf of the minor.
32 Where no action is pending on behalf of the minor,
33 upon the approval by the court of the application for
34 settlement there shall be made by the court an order
35 of settlement which shall be binding and effective as a
36 judgment and shall be a complete bar to any subse-
-37 quent action brought for the same cause.


