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House of Representatives, March 26, 1946.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was re-
ferred so much of the recommendations of the Commis-
sioner of Correction (House, No. 38) as relates to the
disposition of surplus receipts from prison industries (ac-
companied by bill, House, No. 40), report the accompany-
ing bill (House, No. 1645).

For the committee,

MARGARET L. SPEAR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to the disposition of surplus

RECEIPTS FROM PRISON INDUSTRIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion seventy-one, as most recently amended by section
4 seventeen of chapter three hundred and forty-four of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the following:
7 Section 71. At least once in each month the re-

-8 ceipts from the labor of prisoners in the state prison,
9 the Massachusetts reformatory, the reformatory for

10 women, state prison colony and the state farm, shall
11 be paid to the commonwealth, and the receipts from
12 the labor of prisoners in a jail or house of correction to
13 the county, and so much thereof as is necessary to pay
14 the expenses of maintaining the industries in said
15 institutions shall be expended from the state or county
16 treasury for that purpose, but not until schedules of
17 such expenses have been sworn to by the warden or

18 superintendent and approved by the commissioner.
19 Whenever, in the opinion of the comptroller, the
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20 accumulated funds in the state treasury from the
21 receipts from the labor of prisoners in the state prison,
22 the Massachusetts reformatory, the state prison
23 colony, the reformatory for women and the state farm
24 exceeds the sums necessary to pay the expense of
25 maintaining the industries by which they were pro-
-26 duced, the comptroller shall direct that the surplus be
27 transferred from these accounts into the general fund
28 or ordinary revenue of the commonwealth. When-
-29 ever in the opinion of the master or keeper of a jail or
30 house of correction and the county commissioners and
31 county treasurer, the accumulated funds in the
32 county treasury from the receipts from the labor of
33 prisoners in jails and houses of correction exceed the
34 sums necessary to pay the expenses of maintaining
35 the industries by which they were produced, the
36 master or keeper of a jail or house of correction and
37 the county commissioners and county treasurer shall
38 direct that the surplus shall be transferred into the
39 general fund or revenue of the county. Receipts from
40 any of the institutions shall be applied to paying the
41 bills of that institution only, except that receipts
42 accruing from the industries established at the state
43 prison, the state prison colony, the Massachusetts re-
-44 formatory, the reformatory for women and the state
45 farm may be used, with the approval of the comp-
-46 troller, to make payments of wages as provided in
47 section forty-eight A.
48 The warden or superintendent of the state prison,
49 the Massachusetts reformatory, the state prison
50 colony, the reformatory for women and the state farm
51 shall, as often as he has in his possession money to the
52 amount of ten thousand dollars which he has re-
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53 ceived under the provisions of sections fifty-three to
54 sixty-seven, inclusive, pay it to the commonwealth;
55 and the master or keeper of a jail or house of correc-
-56 tion shall, as often as he has in his possession such
57 money to the amount of five thousand dollars, pay it
58 into the county treasury.


