
House of Rbpresextatives, March 26, 1946.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was re-
ferred so much of the recommendations of the Commis-
sioner of Correction (House, No. 38) as relates to the
system of compensation for inmates of certain state penal
institutions in connection with prison industries (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 41), report the accompanying
bill (House, No. 1646).

For the committee,

MARGARET L. SPEAR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

an Act relative to the system of compensation for

INMATES Of CERTAIN STATE PENAL INSTITUTIONS IN

CONNECTION WITH PRISON INDUSTRIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

] Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out sec-
-3 tion forty-eight A, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 48A. The commissioner may establish a

6 system of compensation for inmates at the state penal
7 institutions wherein an industrial program is estab-
-8 lished to be paid out of the profits from industries in
9 one or from all such institutions. The comptroller

10 shall determine the methods of computation of profits
11 arising out of the manufacture of prison products, and,
12 upon the recommendation of the warden or superin-
-13 tendent, the commissioner shall establish a graduated
14 scale of wages to be paid inmates in accordance with
15 their skill and industry, and the commissioner shall
16 establish, and may at any time amend or annul, rules
17 and regulations for carrying out the purposes of this
18 section; provided, that compensation shall be paid to
19 inmates only when and if the comptroller is of the
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20 opinion that profits from prison industries are such
21 that compensation should be paid. No money shall
22 be paid directly to any inmate during the term of his
23 imprisonment.
24 The warden or superintendent, as trustee, may pay
25 monthly, or at other periods determined by said rules
26 and regulations, one half of the money so earned by
27 any inmate to his dependents, if any, directly or
28 through the board of public welfare of the city or town
29 chargeable or likely to become chargeable for the sup-
-30 port of such dependents; and, if such money is paid
31 over directly to such dependents, notice shall be sent
32 by the warden or superintendent of the institution to
33 the board of public welfare of such city or town.
34 An amount not exceeding twenty-five per cent of the
35 money so earned within any period may be expended
36 on behalf of the inmate for articles for his own use,
37 the same to be purchased with the approval of the
38 warden or superintendent of the institution. The
39 remainder of the moneys so earned, after deducting
40 amounts paid over or for the benefit of his dependents,
41 if any, and amounts expended on his behalf as afore-
-42 said, shall be accumulated to the credit of the inmate
43 and shall be deposited in a bank approved by the
44 state treasurer and paid to him upon his release from
45 such institution in such instalments and at such times
46 as may be prescribed in such rules or regulations.
47 Notwithstanding the provisions of sections fifty-
-48 nine and seventy, the comptroller shall determine the
49 amounts to be expended from the prison industry
50 funds for the rearrangement or enlargement of shops
51 and providing storage room needed for the manufac-
-52 turing of prison goods in an established industry.




