
HOUSE .... No. 1882
By Mr. Gott of Arlington, petition of John E. Hurley relative to

the assessment and collection of certain charges, assessments and
taxes payable into the state treasury by cities and towns. Ways and
Means.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six

An Act relative to the assessment and collection

of certain charges, assessments and taxes pay-

able INTO THE STATE TREASURY BY CITIES AND TOWNS.

1 Whereas, Procedure established by this act for the
2 assessment and collection of certain charges, assess-
-3 ments and taxes payable into the state treasury by
4 cities and towns will be required to be available for
5 use earlier than ninety days after this act has the
6 force of law, therefore this act is hereby declared to
7 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
8 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows: *

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section twenty, as
3 most recently amended by section one of chapter
4 three hundred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
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7 Section 20. The state treasurer, not later than
8 November first in each year, shall send his warrants
9 by mail to the assessors of the several cities and towns

10 for the payment of charges and assessments under
11 general or special law, including the metropolitan
12 district assessments, which may be due and payable
13 to the commonwealth as specifically provided by law
14 or as certified to him by the proper board, department
15 or commission, requiring them severally to issue their
16 warrant or warrants requiring the treasurers of their
17 several cities and towns to pay to the state treasurer
18 not later than November twentieth in such year all
19 sums assessed upon them, except that when a state
20 tax is to be assessed it shall be assessed and paid in
21 accordance with the law imposing such tax.
22 If the amount due and payable from any city or

23 town as aforesaid is not paid to the state treasurer
24 within the time specified, he shall notify the treasurer
25 of. such delinquent city or town, who shall pay into
26 the treasury of the commonwealth, in addition to the
27 sum assessed, such further sum as would equal one

28 per cent per month during the delinquency from and
29 after the time specified; and if it remains unpaid
30 after the expiration of ten days after the time speci-
-31 fied, an information may be filed by the state treasurer
32 in the Supreme Judicial Court or before any justice
33 thereof, against such delinquent city or town; and
34 upon notice to such city or town, and a summary

35 hearing thereon, a warrant of distress may issue against
36 such city or town to enforce the payment of the sum
37 so assessed under such penalties as the court or the
38 justice thereof before whom the hearing is had, shall
39 order. The state treasurer may deduct at any time
40 from any moneys which may be due from the com-
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41 monwealth to any city or town, the whole or any part
42 of the sum so assessed or any other sum or sums which
43 may be due and payable to the commonwealth from
44 such city or town, with the interest accrued thereon.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-one of said chapter
2 fifty-nine, as amended by section seven of chapter
3 six hundred and twenty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and forty-five, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the first three sentences and inserting in
6 place thereof the following;
7 The assessors shall assess state and county taxes
8 duly certified to them. The assessors shall also assess
9 as estimated in advance by the commissioner charges

10 and assessments for which the state treasurer will be
11 required under section twenty to send his warrant not
12 later than November first next following the assess-
-13 ment by the assessors. If at the time of fixing the
14 tax rate in any year the
15 if any, for such year ha:

warrant for the state tax,
not been received or the

16 county tax for such year has not been certified, the
17 assessors may nevertheless fix the tax rate for such
18 year and shall in such event assess in such year such
19 state and county taxes as estimated in advance by
20 the commissioner. The commissioner shall notify the
21 assessors of his estimates of such assessments, charges
22 and taxes on or before May first of such year. Any
23 balance of such assessments, charges and taxes not
24 so assessed in such year by reason of an under-estimate
25 by the commissioner shall be assessed in the next
26 subsequent year and any excess assessed in accor-
-27 dance with the foregoing provision by reason of an
28 over-estimate by him shall be deducted in determining
29 the amount to be assessed in the next subsequent year.
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1 Section 3. Subdivision (2) of section twenty-one
2 of chapter thirty-two of the General Laws, as appear-
-3 ing in section one of chapter six hundred and fifty-
-4 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five,
5 is hereby amended by striking out, in the thirteenth
6 and fourteenth lines, the words “in the same manner
7 and subject to the same penalties as state taxes” and
8 inserting in place thereof the words: as provided
9 by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine, —so as to

10 read as follows: —(2) Any expenses incurred under
11 the provisions of this section in connection with the
12 supervision of any system shall be paid primarily by
13 the commonwealth. Each county which maintains a
14 system shall reimburse the commonwealth for such
15 proportion of such expenses attributable to such
16 counties as shall be determined just and proper by
17 the commissioner of insurance and assessed thereon
18 by the state treasurer. The state treasurer shall issue
19 his warrant requiring the assessors of the cities and
20 towns concerned to assess a tax to the amount of such
21 expenses attributable to such cities and towns as
22 determined by the commissioner, and such amount
23 shall be collected and paid to the state treasurer as
24 provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 4. Chapter forty-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section forty-

-3 one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 41. The expenses incurred under sections

6 thirty-five to forty, inclusive, shall be paid primarily
7 by the commonwealth; and the state treasurer shall
8 issue his warrant requiring the assessors of the citie.'

9 and towns concerned and of the towns in which such
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10 district is located to assess a tax to the amount of
11 said expense, and such amounts shall be collected
12 and paid to the state treasurer as provided by section
13 twenty of chapter fifty-nine. Any balance due shall
14 be assessed, collected and paid in the succeeding years
15 in like manner.

1 Section 5. Section eight of said chapter ninety-
-2 two, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the seventh and
4 eighth lines, the words “at the time required for pay-
-5 ment of its proportion of the state tax” and inserting
6 in place thereof the following: as provided by sec-
-7 tion twenty of chapter fifty-nine, so as to read as
8 follows: Section S. The amount of money required
9 each year from every such town to meet the interest
10 and sinking fund requirements and cost aforesaid for
11 that system in which it is included, and the deficiency,
12 if any, shall be estimated by the state treasurer in
13 accordance with the proportions as determined afore-
-14 said by the commission, and shall be included and
15 made a part of the sum charged to such town, and
16 shall be paid by the town to the commonwealth as
17 provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 6. The second paragraph of section
2 twenty-six of said chapter ninety-two, as most re-
-3 cently amended by section two of chapter five hundred
4 and eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 forty-five, is hereby further amended by striking out
6 the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: The state treasurer shall annually notify
8 each town assessed under the provisions of this section.
9 and of section ten, of the amount of its assessment, and.
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10 except as otherwise provided by section twenty-six A,
11 the same shall be paid by the town to the common-
-12 wealth as provided by section twenty of chapter
13 fifty-nine, —so as to read as follows: The state
14 treasurer shall annually notify each town assessed
15 under the provisions of this section and of section ten,
16 of the amount of its assessment, and, except as other-
-17 wise provided by section twenty-six A, the same shall
18 be paid by the town to the commonwealth as pro-
-19 vided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine. The
20 commission shall annually notify the commissioner
21 of corporations and taxation of the liability of any
22 water company for the payment for any water sup-
-23 plied under the provisions of section ten and said
24 commissioner shall collect such cost as a part of the
25 franchise tax of such water company. All such pay-

-26 merits shall be transferred to the state treasurer and
27 used by him to meet the expenses of maintenance and
28 operation of the metropolitan water works.

1 Section 7. Section fifty-eight of said chapter

2 ninety-two, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,

3 is hereby amended by striking out, in the eighth and
4 ninth lines, the words “at the time required for the
5 payment of its proportion of the state tax ’ and in-
-6 serting in place thereof the words: as provided by

7 section twenty of chapter fifty-nine, so as to read
Bas follows: Section 58. The amount of money

9 required each year from every such town to meet the
10 interest, sinking fund and serial or other bond re-

-11 quirements and the cost of maintenance aforesaid,
12 and the deficiency, if any, shall be estimated by the

13 state treasurer, in accordance with the proportions
14 determined as aforesaid by said commission, togethei
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15 with any amounts required by law to be specially
16 assessed upon any particular town, and shall be
17 included and made a part of the sum charged to such
18 town, and shall be paid by such town into the state
19 treasury as provided by section twenty of chapter
20 fifty-nine.

1 Section 8. Section fifty-nine Aof said chapter
2 ninety-two, inserted by section seven of chapter six
3 hundred and thirty-seven of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and forty-five, is hereby amended by adding
5 at the end the following new sentence: Annual
6 assessments to meet the interest, sinking fund and
7 serial or other bond requirements on account of each
8 of such districts for any year shall be payable on
9 November twentieth of such year and shall be made

10 for the twr elve mouth period ending November thir-
-11 tieth of such year, except that annual assessments to
12 meet such serial or other bond requirements on bonds
13 other than those issued under chapter three hundred
14 and twenty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
15 twenty-seven, or any amendment thereof or addition
16 thereto, shall be made for the twelve month period
17 ending January second of the following year.

1 Section 9. Section sixty of said chapter ninety-
-2 two, as amended by section three of chapter four
3 hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the last sentence and inserting in
6 place thereof the following sentence; The state
7 treasurer shall include the amounts required of each
8 town of said districts to meet said expenses in the
9 sums assessed upon said towns and such amounts
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10 shall be paid by said towns to the commonwealth
11 as provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine.

1 Section 10. Section seventeen of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and thirty-two of the General Laws, as amended
3 by section six A of chapter four hundred and fifteen
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-seven, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out the last sen-
-6 tence and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 The cost of such work shall be certified by the forester
8 to the state treasurer, and shall be collected from the
9 city or town wherein such work is performed, in the

10 manner provided by section twenty of chapter fifty-
-11 nine; provided, that no city or town shall be required
12 to pay more for such work than would have been its
13 liability as defined by section sixteen.

1 Section 11. Section five of chapter one hundred
2 and thirty-two A of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in the seventh and eighth lines, the
5 words “at the tune required for the payment of its
6 proportion of the state tax” and inserting in place
7 thereof the words: as provided by section twenty
8 of chapter fifty-nine, so as to read as follows:
9 Section ,5. The amount of money required each year

10 from every such city and town to meet the expenses
11 and cost aforesaid, and the deficiency, if any, shall
12 be estimated by the comptroller, and assessed by the
13 state treasurer in accordance with the proportions de-
-14 termined as aforesaid, and shall be included and made
15 a part of the sum charged to such city or town, and
16 shall be paid by such city or town into the state
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17 treasury as provided by section twenty of chapter
18 fifty-nine.

1 Section 12. Any provision of general or special
2 law specifically or by necessary inference requiring a
3 city or town to pay a charge or assessment into the
4 state treasury at the time or in the manner required
5 for the payment of the state tax, or its proportion
6 thereof, or as an addition to or part of such tax, shall
7 be construed to mean that such charge or assessment
8 shall be paid as provided by section twenty of chap-
-9 ter fifty-nine of the General Laws.








