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Executive Department

State House, Boston, May 16, 1946,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative-

Along the 2200 miles of Massachusetts coast line there
is located valuable property vital to the health and welfare
of our citizens. This property is an important factor in
bringing summer visitors to the Commonwealth. During
the fall and winter months of past years a loss of life and
tremendous damage to this seaside property has been
caused by severe seasonal storms. A few figures on the
damage sustained in the great storm of November 30
and December 1, 1945 suffice to establish the gravity of
the damaged property.

In Revere, Winthrop, Quincy and Hull, a total of 318
families were rendered homeless. One hundred and fifty
beach front homes were flooded in the Roughan’s Point-
section of Revere. Twenty-five cottages were destroyed
in Winthrop. The damage to Shore Drive in Winthrop,
alone, amounted to $lOO,OOO. The Missing Link High-
way, connecting Beachmont and Revere was completely
washed out. In Hull property damage was estimated
at between $200,000 and $250,000. There w-as a sub-
stantial damage in the town of Plymouth.

At various times similar disaster has struck at other
seaside communities, such as Scituate, Marshfield, and
the towns on Cape Cod from Hyannis to Provincetown.
It is obvious, therefore, that measures must be taken to
prevent this loss of life and property as well as to avert
the possibility of epidemics consequent to these storms.
The regularity with which the storms occur is proof that
temporary expedients are not the solution to the problem.
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It is time that a thorough study be made with a view to
finding a permanent method for protecting life, property
and the public health and convenience.

I therefore recommend to your honorable bodies the
establishment of a special commission to consist of the
members of the Joint Committee on Harbors and Public
Lands, the Commissioner of Public Works, and the Chair-
man of the Metropolitan District Commission to study
the problem with a view to recommending long term
plans for permanent relief.

Respectfully submitted

MAURICE J. TOBIN.
Gover


