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of RepresentativeTo the Honorable Senate and Ho*
General Appropriation Bill.I have today signed the

This Bill is in no sense a revenue measure.. It contains
no provision for raising funds to meet the expenditures
which it authorizes. The legislature has not yet finally
acted on the problem of raising revenue to meet the ex-
penditures which it has authorized in the General Appro-
priation Bill.

In my budget message which dealt both with proposed
expenditures and with revenue measures to meet such
expenditures, I recommended the enactment of additional
revenue measures, which with other permanent sources
of revenue, would fully provide for all proposed ex-
penditures. The budget I recommended was a balanced
budget. It contained no deficit to be met by imposing a
State Tax on local real estate owners in the cities and
towns of the Commonwealth.

In messages to the General Court I have repeatedly
stated my opposition to a State Tax. The imposition
of such a tax is an unwarranted admission that the
proper expenditures of the Commonwealth cannot be
met by its own sources of revenue and must be thrown
upon the cities and towns and ultimately upon the local
real estate owners. The home owner is already over-
burdened with the increased and rising costs of city and
town government, and is faced in almost every city and
town with a rising real estate tax rate. There should be
no further enactments which add to this burden.
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While it cannot now be known what final action will be
taken by the General Court to provide revenue to meet
the expenditures authorized, the statement of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means relative to the General Appro-
priation Bill apparently contemplates a State Tax to be
levied on local real estate in the amount of at least
$10,000,000. In my opinion the enactment of the 2%
tax on Gross Receipts of Public Utilities, as recom-
mended by me, will, together with other revenues avail-
able to the Commonwealth eliminate the necessity of
imposing any such burden on cities and towns. I say this
the more confidently because I am advised by the Budget
Commissioner that my earlier conservative estimates of
revenue, which in themselves produced a balanced
budget, will be exceeded.

It is appropriate to say in conclusion that the costs
of the kind of state government which the citizens of
Massachusetts demand and expect can be met only
by a thriving and expanding industrial and commercial
economy.

All necessary measures must be taken to aid, promote
and encourage such an expansion of industry and com-
merce.

There should be no delay in the enactment of my rec-
ommendation for the establishment of a Department of
Commerce with adequate provision for carrying out an
effective program for industrial and commercial expansion.

Respectfully yours,

MAURICE J. TOBIN.
Governor.


