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Cfte Commontocaltfj of v^assaclnisetts
House

of Representatives,

Mav 20, 1946

The coirjmittee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill providing for the establishment of a
form of government for the city of Boston consisting of a
small city council, including a mayor elected by and
from its members, a city manager appointed by it and a
school committee, the city council and school committee
to be elected at large by proportional representation
(House, No. 1933, amended), report recommending that
the same be amended by the substitution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 1960).
For the committee

LOUIS LOBE!
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Cbc Commontoealtii of Massachusetts
the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act

providing

foe the establishment of a form of

GOVERNMENT FOR

THE

CITY

OF

BOSTON CONSISTING

OF A SMALL CITY COUNCIL, INCLUDING A MAYOR ELECTED
BY AND FROM ITS MEMBERS, A CITY MANAGER APPOINTED
BY IT AND A SCHOOL

COMMITTEE, THE CITY COUNCIL

AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE TO BE ELECTED AT LARGE BY
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
ame, as

follows:

Section 1. The qualified voters of the city of
1
2 Boston may by petition place upon the ballot at any
3 biennial state election the question of the acceptance
4 of this act, and by majority vote accept this act, all as
provided in section thirty-one hereof.

Section 2. The government of the city of Boston,
hereinafter referred to as the city, and the general
management and control of all its affairs shall, except
city
4 as otherwise provided in this act, be vested in a
5 council, which shall exercise its powers in the manner
hereinafter set forth; except that the city manager
the
7 shall have the authority hereinafter specified, that
8 general management and conduct of the public schools
f the city shall be vested in the school committee,
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0 and that the city clerk and the city auditor shall have
1 the powers and duties conferred and imposed upon
2 them by law.
Section 3. The city council shall consist of nine
members, all of whom shall, at each regular municipal
election, be elected at large for terms of two years
each by proportional representation as hereinafter
provided and shall serve until their successors are
qualified. Section eight of chapter thirty-nine of the
General Laws shall apply to members of the city
8 council.
Section 4.

The citv council shall continue to

2 act as heretofore as county commissioners of the
3 county of Suffolk, and, except as otherwise provided
by this act, shall have and exercise all the legislative
5 powers of the city heretofore had and exercised by
6 the city council and the mayor, including the power
7 to originate and pass ordinances and loan orders in
8 the manner and subject to the restrictions prescribed
9 by section two of chapter four hundred and’ eighty-10 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, as
11 most recently amended by chapter two hundred and
12 twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-

-13 four, and to make appropriations, which shall be
14 originated with the city manager, subject to the
15 restrictions and within the time limit imposed by
16 section three of chapter four hundred and eighty-six
17 of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, as most
18 recently amended by section one of chapter six hun-19 dred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
20 forty-one.
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Section 5. The city council, elected as aforesaid,
1
2 shall meet at ten o’clock in the forenoon of the first
3 Monday of January following the regular municipal
4 election, and the members of the city council shall
5 severally make oath, before the city clerk or a justice

6 of the peace, to perform faithfully the duties of their
7 respective offices, except that any member-elect not
8 present shall so make oath at the first regular meeting
9 of the city council thereafter which he attends. For
10 the purposes of organization, the city clerk shall be
11 temporary chairman until the mayor or vice-chairman
12 has qualified. Thereupon the city council shall, by a
13 majority vote of all the members elected, elect a mayor
14 and a vice-chairman from its own members and the
15 persons elected as such shall likewise make oath to
16 perform faithfully the duties of the respective offices to
17 which they are so elected, and they may so make oath
18 at the same meeting at which they are so elected.
19 The organization of the city council shall take place
20 as aforesaid, notwithstanding the absence, death,
21 refusal to serve or non-election of one or more of the
22 members; provided, that a majority of all the mem-23 bers elected to the city council are present and have
24 qualified. The mayor and vice-chairman shall hold
25 office until the end of the term for which they were
niayoi
26 elected members of the council. If the office of
council
27 or vice-chairman becomes vacant, the city
fill
28 shall in like manner elect one of its members to
no
29 such office for the unexpired term; provided, that
any
30 such vacancy shall be filled so long as there is
31

vacancy

in the council.

The city council shall fix suitable
ice
2 times for its regular meetings. The mayor, oi the
1

Section 6.

\

K
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3 chairman of the city council, or any four members
4 thereof, may at any time call a special meeting by
5 causing written notices, stating the time of holding
6 such meeting and signed by the person or persons
7 calling the same, to be delivered in hand to each mem-8 ber of the city council, or left at his usual dwelling
9 place, at least twenty-four hours before the time of
10 such meeting. Meetings of the city council may also
11 be held at any time when all the members of the city
12 council are present and consent thereto. Except in
13 the case of executive sessions, all meetings of the city
14 council and of committees thereof shall be open to the
15 public, and the rules of the city council shall provide
16 that citizens and employees of the city shall have a rea-17 sonable opportunity to be heard at any such committee
18 meeting in regard to any matter considered thereat.
1

Section 7. A majority of all the members elected
2to the city council shall constitute a quorum. The
3 majmr, if present, shall preside at the meetings and
4 may vote. In the absence of the mayor, the vice-chair-5 man of the city council shall preside and, in the
6 absence of both, a temporary chairman shall be chosen,
7 who shall serve during the absence of both the mayor
8 and the vice-chairman. The city clerk shall be, ex-9 officio, clerk of the city council, and shall keep records
10 of its proceedings; and in case of his absence or dis-11 ability or of a vacancy in the office, the assistant city
12 clerk shall act in his stead. All final votes of the city
13 council on questions involving the expenditure of
14 fifty dollars or more, or upon the request of any mem-15 ber any vote of the city council, shall be by yeas and
16 nays and shall be entered on the records. The affirma-17 tive vote of a majority of all the members elected to
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18 the city council shall be necessary for the passage
19 of any order, ordinance, resolution or vote, except
20 where an affirmative vote of a proportion of the
21 members greater than a majority is required by law,

22 and except that the affirmative vote of a majority
23 of the members present shall be sufficient to adjourn
24 any meeting of the city council.

Section 8. The mayor shall be recognized as the
2 official head of the city for all ceremonial purposes
3 and shall be recognized by the courts for the purpose
4 of serving civil process and by the governor for mili-5 tary purposes. In time of public danger or emergency,
6 as determined by the city council, he shall have all
7 the authority and powers conferred upon mayors by
8 sections eighteen and nineteen of chapter thirty-three
9 of the General Laws. He shall be chairman of the
10 city council. He shall have no power to veto but
11 shall have the same powers as any other member of
12 such body to vote upon all measures coming before it.
13 He shall perform such other duties consistent with
14 his office and with this act, as may be imposed upon
15 him by the city council. During the absence or dis-16 ability of the mayor, or during the time such office is
1

17 vacant, his duties shall be performed by the vice-18 chairman. In case, at any time, there shall be neithei
19 a mayor nor a vice-chairman, the member of the

20 council senior in length of service, or, if more than
in
21 one have so served, then the member senior both
22 age and length of service shall perform the duties of
23 mayor until a new mayor has qualified. Ihe mayoi
24 shall have no power of appointment, except as otheiof
-25 wise provided in this act and except the powei
26 appointment of his secretaries and of the steno

I
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graphers, clerks, telephone operators and messengers
connected with his office, to whose appointment the
civil service laws shall not apply, and who may be
removed by the mayor without a hearing and without making a statement of the cause for their removal.

Section 9. The city council may by the affirma-2 tive vote of a majority of all its members, taken by
3 yeas and nays, establish a salary for its members, not
4 exceeding five thousand dollars each, and may like-5 wise establish an additional salary for the mayor, not
6 exceeding one thousand dollars. No member of the
7 city council shall receive any other compensation from
8 the city. Within the aforesaid limits, the salary of
9 a city councillor and the additional salary, if any, of
10 the mayor, may be increased or diminished, but no
11 increase therein shall be made to take effect during the
12 term of the council voting the increase; provided, that
13 the initial establishment of the salaries of the city
14 councillors and the additional salary, if any, of the
15 mayor, after the acceptance of this act may take
16 effect in the year when established and in accordance
17 with the vote establishing the same. No increase
18 or reduction in such salary or additional salary shall
19 be made by the council, after the election of a new
20 council, to take effect during the term of such new
21 council. No additional compensation shall attach
22 to the office of vice-chairman. The city council
23 may also appoint and fix the salary of city council
24 messengers, stenographers, telephone operators and
25 attaches and may remove such appointees at pleasure.
1

1

Section 10. The terms of office of all the members
2 of the school committee elected under existing law
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shall terminate at ten o’clock in the forenoon

on the
of
the
first
Monday
January,
following
first
regular
municipal election following the acceptance of this
act by the voters of the city, and, beginning with
such election, all members of the school committee,
five in number, shall be elected at large for terms of
two years each by proportional representation as
hereinafter provided. The school committee shall
have the functions, duties and powers which it has
12 under existing law. Any appropriation passed by the
13 school committee which would, under existing law,
14 be subject to veto by the mayor, shall be subject to
15 veto by the city manager, but may nevertheless be
16 passed, despite such veto by vote of the school com-17 mittee taken thereafter in which not less than four

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

18 members vote for its passage.
1

Section 11. Except as provided in this section, a
vacancy in the city council or school committee shall
be filled in the manner provided in section thirteen of
chapter fifty-four A of the General Laws. If, under
said section, no regularly nominated candidate of
the city council or school committee remains, the
vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by a
majority vote of the remaining members, except that

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 if the remaining members fail to fill such vacancy
10 within thirty days after they shall have been notified
11 by the city clerk that such vacancy exists, such

any
12 vacancy shall be filled by the appointment of
is
13 qualified voter of the city by the mayor, or, if there
no
14 no mayor, by the vice-chairman, or if theie is

coun
15 mayor or vice-chairman, by the member of the
be.
16 cil or of the school committee, as the case mai
km
17 senior in length of service, or, if more -than one
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18 so served, then the member senior both in age and
19 length of service.
Section 12. The city council shall by majority
2 vote of all the members elected, appoint a city man-3 ager who shall be the chief administrative officer of
4 the city, and shall be responsible for the administra-5 tion of all departments, commissions, boards and offices
6 of the city, whether established before the time this
7 act becomes fully effective or thereafter, except that of
8 the city clerk, city auditor, the school committee,
9 the board established for the retirement of employees,
10 or any position or agency which remains unaffected
11 by this act in accordance with section fourteen hereof.
12 He shall be appointed on the basis of his administra-13 tive and executive qualifications only, and need not
14 be a resident of the city or commonwealth when
15 appointed. He shall hold office during the pleasure
16 of the city council and shall receive such compensation
17 as it shall fix by ordinance, but not exceeding twenty
18 thousand dollars annually. No member of the city
19 council shall during his term of office be chosen as
20 city manager, and no person who has within two years
21 been elected to or served in any elective office in the
22 city or in the county of Suffolk or in the common-23 wealth or as a member of the Congress of the United
24 States shall be chosen as city manager.
25 Before the city manager may be removed, if he so
26 demand, he shall be given a written statement of the
27 reasons alleged for his removal and shall have the
28 right to be heard publicly thereon at a meeting of the
29 city council prior to the final vote on the question of
30 his removal and not less than one week nor more
31 than two weeks after such written statement is given
1

10

32
33
34
35
36
37
-38
39
40
41

42
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44
45
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him. Pending such hearing the city council may
suspend him from office. The action of the city
council in suspending or removing the city manager
by majority vote of all the members elected, shall be
final, it being the intention of this provision to vest
all authority and fix all responsibility for such suspension or removal in the city council. In case of the
absence, disability or suspension of the city manager,
the city council shall designate the head of some
department to perform the duties of city manager
during such absence, disability or suspension, and, in
case the office of city manager becomes vacant by his
resignation, removal, or death, the city council shall
designate the head of some department to serve as
acting city manager until a new city manager is

47 appointed.
1

Section 13.

The city council shall establish not

2 more than twelve nor less than six city departments

3 (excluding the offices of the city clerk and city audi-4 tor, the school committee, the board established for
5 the retirement of employees, and any agency which
6 remains unaffected by this act in accordance with
7 section fourteen hereof), the heads of which shall be
8 appointed by and be directly responsible to the city
9 manager. All existing functions of all departments,
10 boards, commissions, and offices of the city (except
11 those of the city clerk and city auditor, the school
12 committee, the board established for the retirement
13 of employees, and any position or agency which re-14 mains unaffected by this act in accordance with sec-15 tion fourteen hereof), and any additional functions of
16 the city government that may be authorized by the
17 city council, shall be allocated by city ordinance to and
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18 among the city departments so established. The city
19 council, in establishing such departments and allocat-20 ing functions to them, may seek the advice and counsel
21 of the city manager, who shall make such survey as
22 may be authorized by the council and report his
23 findings and recommendations thereto. After such
24 departments are established, the city council shall
25 have the power from time to time by city ordinance
26 to reorganize them by reallocating functions among
27 them, and to abolish departments or establish new
28 departments, except that at no time shall there be
29 less than six nor more than twelve departments. In
30 case of the transfer of any department, commission,
31 board or office, the employees thereof who are subject
32 to civil service shall retain their positions without
33 further civil service examination or registration and,
34 in ease of the abolition of any department, commission,
35 board or office, the employees thereof who are subject
36 to civil service shall be reappointed to similar posi-37 tions with similar status in any new department or
38 division thereof established under authority hereof
39 or in any other department or division thereof, with-40 out further civil service examination or registration.
41 All such employees shall, after the transfer of their
42 department, commission, board or office or upon their
43 reappointment, as the case may be, retain all rights
44 to retirement with pension that shall have accrued
45 or would thereafter accrue to them, and their service
46 shall be deemed to have been continuous, to the same
47 extent as if such transfer or abolition had not taken
48 place.
Section 14. In exercising the powers of appoint-2 ment which before the effective date of this act were
1

12
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3 exercised by the mayor, the city manager shall ap4 point individuals for indefinite tenure, or for fixed
5 terms, or on a bi-partisan basis, or as representatives
6 or nominees of organizations specified by statute, as
7 now provided by law; but the city council may by
8 ordinance alter the method of selection or the term
9 of office of the officials of any city department, com10 mission, board or office except as otherwise provided
11 hereafter in this section, or except when such action
12 would conflict with the corporate charter of the
13 agency affected. Nothing in this act shall affect or
14 alter the present status, duties, and powers or the
15 present method of establishing or appointing the city
16 clerk and the city auditor and the offices thereof, the
17 police commissioner and police department of the city,
18 the Boston Housing Authority, the Boston Finance
19 Commission, the Board of Commissioners of School
20 Buildings, the Suffolk County Courthouse Commis-21 sion, the Trustees of the Boston Metropolitan Dis-22 trict, the Granite Avenue Bridge Commission, the
23 Franklin Foundation, the Trustees of the George
24 Robert White Fund, the Old South Association in
25 Boston, the Collateral Loan Company, the Working26 men’s Loan Association, or the government of the
27 County of Suffolk; and nothing in this act shall affect
28 or alter the present status, duties and powers of, or
29 the present method of constituting, the board estab10 lished for the retirement of employees, except that
11 in the case of a vacancy in the office of the member
12 appointed by the mayor, his successor shall be ap-13 pointed by the city manager; nor shall anything in
14 this act authorize the cit'v manager or city council to
ffect or alter the present itatus, duties and powers of
16 any such agency or the pre sent method of establishing
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it or making appointments to it, in any way in which
the mayor and city council are not authorized to act
under existing law. The functions and duties of the
Licensing Board, and all appointments thereto, shall
upon the appointment of the city manager be placed
under his control, direction, and responsibility, and
its functions, duties and personnel shall be allocated
to a city department or departments by the city
council in accordance with section thirteen of this act.
Constables shall be appointed by the city manager,
and removed by him for gross misconduct, and shall
be appointed upon application and investigation
made in accordance with section ninety-one B of
chapter forty-one of the General Laws, and shall have
within the city powers, duties and obligations equivalent to those of constables as provided in sections
ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-four and ninety-five
of said chapter forty-one.
Section 15. Except as otherwise provided in this
act, it shall be the duty of the city manager to supervise the administration of the affairs of the city; to
see that within the city the laws of the commonwealth and the ordinances, resolutions and regulations
of the city council are faithfully executed; and to
make such recommendations to the city council concerning the affairs of the city as may to him seem
desirable; to make reports to the city council from
time to time upon the affairs of the city; and to keep
the city council fully advised of the city’s financial
condition and its future needs. He shall prepare
and submit to the city council budgets as requ
of the mayor by section three of chapter four hunt
and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred

14
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nine, as most recently amended by section

one of
chapter six hundred and four of the acts of nineteen
hundred and forty-one, and, in connection therewith,
may, to the extent provided by said section three in
the case of a mayor, require the submission to him, by
all departments, commissions, boards and offices of the
city, of estimates of the amounts necessary for their
expenses. He shall make all appointments and removals in the departments, commissions, boards and
offices of the city for whose administration he is
responsible, except as otherwise provided in this
act, and shall perform such other duties as may be
prescribed by this act or be required of him by ordinance or resolution

of the city council. The city
shall
have
manager
and possess, and shall exercise,
all the powers, rights and duties, other than legislative, had, possessed or exercised, immediately prior
to the date this act becomes fully effective, by the
mayor, city council and all other boards, commissions
and committees of the city and their members,
severally or collectively, except such as are by this
act conferred upon the school committee or otherwise
provided for, or are reserved to others by existing
corporate charters.

Section 16. The city council at any time may
2 request from the city manager, specific information
3 on any matter wdthin its jurisdiction and may re-4 quest him to be present to answer written questions
5 relating thereto at a meeting to be held not earlier
6|than one week from his receipt of said questions. The
7 city manager shall personally, or through the head of a
8 department or a member of a board, attend such
9 meeting and publicly answer such questions. The
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10 persons so attending shall not be obliged to answer
11 questions relating to any other matter. The city
12 manager may attend and address the city council in
13 person or through the head of a department, or a
14 member of a board, upon any subject.
Section 17. Such officers and employees as the
2 city council, with the advice of the city manager, shall
3 determine are necessary for the proper administra-4 tion of the departments, commissions, boards and
5 offices of the city for whose administration the city
6 manager is responsible shall be appointed, and may
7 be removed, by the city manager. The city manager
8 shall report every appointment and removal made
9 by him to the city council at the next meeting thereof
10 following such appointment or removal. The city
11 manager may authorize the head of a department,
12 commission or board, or the holder of an office, for
13 whose administration he is responsible, to appoint
14 and remove subordinates in such department, com-15 mission, board or office. All appointments by, or
16 under the authority of, the city manager, if subject
17 to chapter thirty-one of the General Laws and the
18 rules made under authority thereof, shall be made
19 in accordance therewith, and all other appointments
20 as aforesaid shall be on the basis of executive and
21 administrative ability and training and experience in
22 the work to be performed.
1

Section 18. Officers and employees of the city
1
2 appointed by, or under the authority of, the city

3 manager shall perform the duties required of them by
4 the city manager, under general regulations of the
5 city council. Any violation of this section shall con-
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6 stitute sufficient grounds for removal of any such
7 officer or employee.
Section 19. Neither the city council nor any of
2 its committees or members shall direct or request the
3 appointment of any person to, or his removal from,
4 office by the city manager or any of his subordinates,
5 or in any manner take part in the appointment or
6 removal of officers and employees in that portion of
7 the service of said city for whose administration the
8 city manager is responsible. Except for the purpose
9 of inquiry, the city council and its members shall
10 deal with that portion of the service of the city as
11 aforesaid solely through the city manager, and
12 neither the city council nor any member thereof shall
13 give orders to any subordinate of the city manager
14 either publicly or privately. Any member of the city
15 council who violates, or participates in the violation
16 of, any provision of this section shall be punished by a
17 fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by im-18 prisonment for not more than six months, or both,
19 and upon final conviction thereof his office in the city
20 council shall thereby be vacated and he shall never
21 again be eligible for any office or position, elective or
1

t

22 otherwise, in the service of the city.
1
2

-3
4
5
6

7

Section 20. No employee of any department
board or commission of the city shall, directly or indirectly, give, solicit or receive, or in any manner be
concerned in giving, soliciting or receiving any assessment, subscription or contribution for any political
party or for any candidate for city office. Whoever
violates any provision of this section shall be pun

8 ished bv

a

fine of not

more

than five

hundred dollar:

I
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9 or by imprisonment for not more than six months,
10 or both, and upon final conviction thereof his office
11 or position in the service of the city shall thereby be
12 vacated and he shall never again be eligible for any
13 office or position, elective or otherwise, in the service
14 of the city.

1
2

-3
-4

5
6

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8
9
10
11
12

13
14

15
-16
17

18
19
20

Section 21. The regular municipal election of
the city shall take place on the Tuesday next following the first Monday of November in every oddnumbered year, and all members of the city council
and of the school committee shall be elected at each
such election.
Section 22. Section fifty-three of chapter four
hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
and nine, as most recently amended by section one
of chapter four hundred and seventy-two of the acts
of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby further
amended by striking out the first paragraph and
inserting in place thereof the following:
Any registered voter who is qualified to vote for
a candidate for any municipal elective office in such
city may be a candidate for nomination thereto, and
Ins name as such candidate shall be printed on the
official ballot to be used at the municipal election;
provided, that at or before five o’clock p.m. of the
eighth Tuesday prior to such election, nomination
papers prepared and issued by the election commissioners, signed in person for the nomination of such
candidate for school committee or city councillor by
at least one thousand registered voters in the city,
shall be filed with said election commissioners, and the
signatures on the same to the number required to make

18
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21 the nomination subsequently certified by the election
22 commissioners as hereinafter provided. Said nomina-23 tion papers shall be in substantially the following
24 form:
1

-2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13
14

15
16
17
-18
-19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
-28

Section 23. Said chapter four hundred and eightysix is hereby further amended by striking out section
fifty-four, as most recently amended by section two
of said chapter four hundred and seventy-two, and
inserting in place thereof the following:
Section 5J+. If a candidate nominated as aforesaid
dies before the day of election, or withdraws his name
from nomination, or is found to be ineligible, the
vacancy may be filled by a committee of not less than
five persons, or a majority thereof, if such committee
be named, and so authorized in the nomination papers.
Nomination papers shall not include candidates for
more than one office. Nomination papers shall be
issued by the board of election commissioners on and
after but not before the eleventh Tuesday preceding
the regular municipal election. Such papers shall be
issued only to candidates who shall file with the election commissioners requests therefor in writing, containing their names with the first or middle name in
full, the offices for which they are candidates, and
their residences, with street and number, if any.
Forthwith the election commissioners shall print or
insert on such nomination papers the names of the

candidates, the offices for which they are candidates
and their residences, with street and number, if any.
Not more than one hundred such nomination papers
shall be issued to any candidate for the school committee or the city council. No nomination papers

HOUSE
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29 except those issued in accordance with the provisions
30 of this section shall be received or be valid.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section 24. No voter may sign the nomination
papers of more than one candidate for election as a
member of the city council or of more than one
candidate for election as a member of the school
committee; and if a voter signs nomination papers
of more than one such candidate his signature shall
be invalid on all such papers except the one first
acted upon by the election commissioners.

Section 25. There shall be a separate form of
2 ballot for the city council and for the school com-3 mittee, and each such separate form of ballot shall
4 be of a different and clearly distinguishable color
5 from that of any other form of ballot prepared and
6 furnished at the public expense for use at the same
7 election. On such ballots for use in electing members
8 of either such body there shall be printed the follow-9 ing directions to voters, the first sentence under the
10 heading to be printed in prominent bold faced type:
1

DIRECTIONS TO VOTERS.
Do NOT use X marks.

Mark

your

choices with NUMBERS

only

Put the figure 1 opposite your first choice; the figure 2 opposite
your second choice; the figure 3 opposite your third choice; and
so on. Mark as many choices as you please.
Do not put the same figure opposite more than one name.
If you spoil this ballot, tear it across once, return it to the
election officer in charge of the ballots and get another from him.

11 No official ballot used at any regular municipal
12 election shall have printed thereon any party or
13 political designation or mark, and there shall not be

20
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14 appended to the name of any

candidate any such
15 party or political designation or mark, or anything
16 showing how he was nominated or indicating his
17 views or opinions.
1

2
3
4
5
6
1

2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12

13
14
15

16
-17
18
19

20

Section 26. The provisions of sections five, six
and seven of chapter fifty-four A of the General Laws
and so much of section eight of said chapter as relates
to the order of polling places by which ballots are to
be counted shall apply with respect to municipal
elections in the city.
Section 27. As soon as the polls have closed, the
election officials at each polling place shall seal the
ballot box without opening it, and in such manner
that ballots cannot be removed therefrom or inserted
therein without breaking the seal, and shall deliver
such ballot box at once, as the city clerk may direct,
to the central counting place, together with the
voting fists, a record of the ballot box register, a
record of the number of ballots given out, the ballots
spoiled and returned, and the ballots not given out,
all of which shall be enclosed in an envelope, and the
election officials shall certify thereon as to the identity
of the contents thereof. At the central counting place
the ballot boxes shall be opened and the number of
ballots found therein recorded and compared with
the records sent from the polling places. Any discrepancies discovered shall be recorded and dealt
with according to the principles laid down by the
general election laws, so far as such principles may be
applicable. The ballots for the city council shall be

21 counted first and the ballots for the school committee
22 shall be counted second. Ballots cast for other pur-
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poses than the election of members to the city council
or school committee shall be counted at the central
counting place in accordance with the laws otherwise
applicable to the counting thereof. No information
regarding the count of the ballots by wards or precincts shall be given out at any time, except in accordance with section eleven of chapter fifty-four A of the
30 General Laws.
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Section 28. Except as otherwise provided in this
1
2 act, the provisions of sections nine to sixteen, inclu-

-3 sive, of chapter fifty-four A of the General Laws
4 relative to proportional representation shall apply
5 with respect to municipal elections in the city.
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Section 29. Except as otherwise provided in this
act, all municipal elections held in the city shall be
subject to all general laws relating to elections and
corrupt practices, so far as applicable and not inconsistent with this act.
Section 30. The following sections, as amended,
of chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the acts of
nineteen hundred and nine are hereby repealed: section one; section four; section five, as most recently
amended by chapter one hundred and fifty-two of the
acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six; section six;
section seven; section nine; section twelve; section
fourteen; section fifteen; section twenty-eight; section thirty-three, as most recently amended by chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four; section forty-five,
as most recently amended by chapter three hundred
of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight: sec-
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14 tion forty-seven, as most recently amended by chapter
15 four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen
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hundred and twenty-four; section forty-eight, as
most recently amended by chapter four hundred and
seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-four; section forty-nine, as most recently
20 amended by chapter three hundred and forty-eight
21 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty; section
22 fifty, as most recently amended by chapter four hun-23 dred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
24 and twenty-four; and section fifty-seven. There are
25 also hereby repealed section eight, section nine, and
26 section thirteen of chapter four hundred and seventy-27 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four,
28 and all other acts and parts of acts, so far as incon-29 sistent with this act. All ordinances and parts of or-30 dinances, so far as inconsistent with the provisions of
31 this act, are hereby annulled. The following provi-32 sions of chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the
33 acts of nineteen hundred and nine shall remain in full
34 force and effect, except that in each instance the
35 powers, duties and functions of the mayor mentioned
36 in such provisions shall be exercised by or imposed
37 upon the city manager; section two, as most recently
38 amended by chapter two hundred and twenty of the
39 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four; section
40 three, as most recently amended by chapter six hun-41 dred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
42 forty-one; section three A, as inserted by chapter six
43 hundred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
44 forty-one; section three B, as inserted by chapter six
45 hundred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
46 forty-one; section four A, as inserted by chapter four
47 hundred and seven tv-nine of the acts of nineteen
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48 hundred and twenty-four; section eight; section
49 thirteen; section sixteen; section twenty-six, as most
50 recently amended by chapter one hundred and sixty-51 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven; section
52 twenty-seven, as most recently amended by chapter
53 two hundred and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen
54 hundred and thirty-eight; section twenty-nine, as
55 most recently amended by chapter thirty-five of the
56 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four; section
57 thirty, as most recently amended by chapter one
58 hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred
59 and thirty-nine; section thirty-one; section thirty-60 four; section fifty-one; section fifty-two; section
61 fifty-five, as most recently amended by chapter sixty-62 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one.
63 There shall also remain in full force and effect all other
64 acts and pazds of acts affecting the city not inconsistent
65 with the provisions of this act.
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Section 31. A petition addressed to the state
secretary, in the form and signed and certified as
provided herein, may be filed with the election commissioners of the city. The petition shall be signed by
not less than twenty thousand qualified voters of the
city, and shall be in substantially the following form:
To the

Secretary

of the Commonwealt
,

1

We, the undersigned, qualified voters of the city of Boston
respectfully petition you to cause to be submitted to a vote of the
voters of the city of Boston the following question: “Shall the
city of Boston accept the provisions of an act passed by the general
court in the year nineteen hundred and forty-six entitled ‘An act
providing for the establishment of a form of government for the
city of Boston consisting of a small city council, including a mayor
elected by and from its members, a city manager appointed by it
and a school committee, the citv council and school committf

elected

at large bv proportional representatio:
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7 The petition may be in form of separate sheets, each
8 sheet containing at the top thereof the heading above

9 set forth, and when offered for filing the several
10 papers shall be deemed to constitute one petition, and
11 there shall be endorsed on the petition the name and
12 address of the person presenting the same for filing.
13 The petition shall be filed with the said election com-14 missioners not later than five o’clock p.m. of the
15 sixtieth day before the biennial state election to be
16 held in the year in which the petition is filed; pro-17 vided that in the case of the filing of such.a petition
18 in the current year it shall be filed not later than
19 five o’clock p.m. on July eighth. The election com-20 missioners shall certify thereon the number of signa-21 tures which are the names of registered voters in
22 the city qualified to sign the same, except that they
23 shall not certify more than twenty-two thousand
24 names on one petition. The election commissioners
25 shall complete such certification before five o’clock
26 in the afternoon of the forty-fifth day before such
27 election. Any registered voter of the city of Boston
28 may thereafter object to the certification of any name
29 or names on the petition which have been certified,
30 by filing written objection thereto with the state
31 secretary before five o’clock in the afternoon of the
32 fortieth day before such election. The state secretary
33 shall forthwith transmit such objection, together with
34 the petition, to the state ballot law commission, and
35 the state ballot law commission shall consider each
36 such objection and dispose of it before five o’clock
37 in the afternoon of the thirtieth day before such elec-38 lion. Thereupon, if the petition contains at least the
39 required number of certified signatures, the state ballot
40 law commission shall return it to the state secretary.
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After such return, or after the date for filing objections to the petition has passed without such objections
being filed, the question of the acceptance of this act,
as stated in this section, shall be printed on all ballots
used in such election within the city of Boston. If a
majority of those voters in the city of Boston who
indicate a preference on the question at such election
vote in the affirmative thereon, the provisions of this
act which concern the nomination and election of
members of the city council and the school committee
shall take effect on the first day of July in the year
following such election, and all other provisions of this
act shall take effect on the first Monday of January
following the first municipal election held in accordance with the provisions of this act.

