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House of Representatives, June 3, 1946.

The committee on Aeronautics, to whom was referred
the additional report of the special commission (includ-
ing members of the General Court) established (under
Chapter 87 of the Resolves of 1945) to make an investi-
gation relative to the construction and operation of air-
ports by the Commonwealth and cities and towns and
related matters (House, No. 1950), report (in part) the
accompanying bill (House, No. 2039).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act revising the definition of certain terms

AND PHRASES RELATING TO AERONAUTICS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-five of chapter ninety of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby stricken out and the following
3 is inserted in place thereof:
4 Section 35. The following words and phrases used
5 in sections thirty-five to fifty-two, inclusive, shall
6 have the following meanings, unless a different mean-
-7 ing is clearly apparent from the language or context,
8 or unless such construction is inconsistent with the
9 manifest intention of the general court:

10 (a) “Aeronautics,” transportation by aircraft; the
11 operation, construction, repair or maintenance of
12 aircraft; aircraft power plants and accessories; the
13 repair, packing and maintenance of parachutes; the
14 design, establishment, construction, extension, oper-
-15 ation, improvement, repair or maintenance of air-
-16 ports, restricted landing areas or other air navigation
17 facilities; and instruction in flying or ground sub-
-18 jects pertaining thereto.
19 (b) “Aircraft,” any contrivance now known, or

20 hereafter invented, used or designed for navigation
21 of or flight in the air.
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(c) “Public aircraft,” an aircraft used exclusively
in the service of any government or of any political
subdivision thereof, including the government of any
state, territory or possession of the United States,
or the District of Columbia, but not including any
government-owned aircraft engaged in carrying per-
sons or property for commercial purposes.

99

23
24
25
26
27
28

(d) “Civil aircraft,” any aircraft other than a pub-
lic aircraft.
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(e) “Airport,” any area of land or water other
than a restricted landing area, which is used, or in-
tended for use, for the landing and take-off of air-
craft, and any appurtenant areas which are used,
or intended for use, for airport buildings or other
airport facilities or rights-of-way, together with all
airport buildings and facilities located thereon.
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(/) “Restricted landing area,” any area of land
or water other than an airport which is used, or is
made available, for the landing and take-off of air-
craft; provided, that the use of such an area may
be restricted from time to time by the commission.
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(g) “Airport hazard,” any structure, object of nat-
ural growth, or use of land which obstructs the air
space required for the flight of aircraft in landing or
taking off at an airport or restricted landing area, or
is otherwise hazardous to such landing or taking off.
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(h) “Air navigation facility,” any facility, other
than one owned or controlled by the federal govern-
ment, used in, available for use in, or designed for
use in, aid of air navigation, including airports, re-
stricted landing areas, and any structures, mechan-
isms, lights, beacons, markers, communicating sys-
tems, or other instrumentalities, or devices used or
useful as an aid, or constituting an advantage or

48
49
50
51
52
53
54
00



HOUSE No. 2039. [June4

56 convenience, to the safe taking off, navigation and
57 landing of aircraft, or the safe and efficient operation
58 or maintenance of an airport or restricted landing
59 area, and any combination of any or all of such
60 facilities.
61 (i) “Airman,” any person who engages, as the
62 person in command, or as pilot, mechanic or member
63 of the crew, in the navigation of aircraft while under
64 way, and any person who is directly in charge of
65 the inspection, maintenance, overhauling or repair
66 of aircraft engines, propellers or appliances, and any
67 person who serves in the capacity of aircraft dis-
-68 patcher or air-traffic control-tower operator; but
69 does not include any person employed outside the
70 United States, or any person employed by a manu-

-71 facturer of aircraft, aircraft engines, propellers or

72 appliances, to perform duties as inspector or me-

-73 chanic in connection therewith, or any person per-

-74 forming inspection or mechanical duties in connec-

75 tion with aircraft owned or operated by him
76 if) “Operation of aircraft” or “operate aircraft/
77 the use, navigation or piloting of aircraft in the air
78 space over this commonwealth or upon any airport
79 within this commonwealth. Any person who causes
80 or authorizes the operation of aircraft, whether with

81 or without the right of legal control, in the capacity

82 of owner, lessee or otherwise, of the aircraft, shall
83 be deemed to be engaged in the operation of air-

84 craft.
85 (k ) “Aeronautics instructor,” any person who for

86 hire or reward engages in giving instructions or offer-

-87 ing to give instruction in flying or ground subjects

88 pertaining thereto; but excludes any instructor in a

89 public school, university or institution of higher
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90 learning duly accredited and approved for carrying
91 on collegiate work, who instructs in flying or ground
92 subjects pertaining thereto, only in the performance
93 of his duties at such school, university or institu-
94 tion.
95 (I) “Air school,” (1) any aeronautics instructor
96 who advertises, represents or holds himself out as
97 giving or offering to give instruction in flying or
98 ground subjects pertaining thereto; and (2) any per-
99 son who advertises, represents or holds himself out

100 as giving or offering to give instruction in flying or
101 ground subjects pertaining thereto, whether for or
102 without hire or reward; but excludes any public
103 school or university or institution of higher learning
104 duly accredited and approved for carrying on colle-
105 giate work.
106 (m) “Commission,” the Massachusetts aeronau-
107 tics commission
108 {n) “Director,” the director of aeronautics em-
109 ployed by the commission.
110 (o) “Person,” any individual, firm, partnership,
111 corporation, company, association, joint stock asso-
112 elation; and includes any trustee, receiver, assignee
113 or other similar representative thereof.








