
House of Repkesentativbs, June 5, 1946.

The committee on Aeronautics, to whom were referred
the additional report of the special commission estab-
lished to make an investigation relative to the construc-
tion and operation of airports by the Commonwealth and
cities and towns and related matters (House, No. 1975),
and to whom was recommitted the petition (accompanied
by bill, House, No. 1877) of F. Eben Brown that the
Massachusetts Aeronautics Commmission be required to
hold a public hearing in any municipality within which
an airport or seaplane base is proposed to be located, re-
port (in part on House, No. 1975) the accompanying bill
(House, No. 2049).

For the committee

MICHAEL J. BATAL.

No. 2049HOUSE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An Act relative to a state airport plan.

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section thirty-
-3 nine the following six new sections:
4 Section 39A. The commission shall prepare and
5 revise from time to time a plan for the development
6 of airports and air navigation facilities in the
7 commonwealth. Such plan shall specify, in terms of
8 general location and type of development, the proj-
-9 ects considered by the commission to be necessary

10 to provide a system ofairports adequate to anticipate
11 and meet the needs of civil aeronautics within the
12 commonwealth. In formulating and revising such
13 plan the commission shall consider the probable
14 technological developments in the science of aero-

-15 nautics, the protection and safety of persons operating
16 aircraft, the needs of the national defense program,
17 air commerce and private flying in order that loca-
ls lions of such airports and air navigation facilities
19 will provide the greatest safety, security and utility.
20 In carrying out this section the commission may

21 make such surveys, studies and investigations as
22 it may deem necessary or desirable.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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Section 398. Each city or town before acquiring
any property within the commonwealth for the
purpose of establishing, constructing, enlarging or
improving thereon an airport or restricted landing
area, shall apply to the commission for a certificate
of approval of the site. Before granting a certifi-
cate of approval for an airport or restricted landing
area, the commission may, and upon the request
of a resident of such city or town shall, hold a public
hearing in the city or town where such airport or
restricted landing area is to be located and at least
seven days’ notice of such hearing shall be published
by the commission in a newspaper of general circu-
lation in such city or town. The commission may
authorize one member or the director to hold such
hearing.
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All airports, restricted landing areas, and air
navigation facilities shall conform to plans and
specifications approved by the commission and
shall not be in conflict with the state airport plan
and no such airport, restricted landing area or air
navigation facility shall be maintained or operated
unless or until licensed by the commission; pro-
vided, however, that such license for an airport re-
stricted landing area or air navigation facility on
which public funds have been expended shall grant
no exclusive right for the use thereof. The fee for
such license shall be five dollars.
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This section shall not apply to restricted landing
areas designed for non-commercial private use, nor
to any airport, restricted landing area or other air
navigation facility owned or operated within the
commonwealth by the federal government; provided,
that each person constructing or maintaining a
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restricted landing area for non-commercial private
use shall so inform the commission in writing; and
provided, further, that such person shall construct
and maintain said restricted landing area in such
manner as shall not endanger the public safety.
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All approvals or licenses of airports or restricted
landing areas granted by the commission prior to
the effective date of this act, shall remain in effect.
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Section 39C. There is hereby created a fund to
be known as the “State Aeronautics Fund.” All
moneys received on behalf of the commonwealth
under sections thirty-five to fifty-two, inclusive,
and all moneys received from the operation, lease
or sale of airports or other aeronautical facilities
owned by the commonwealth, shall be paid into
the state treasury and credited to said fund. After
appropriation, the moneys in said fund may be
expended by the commission for any of the purposes
authorized by said sections.
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Section 391). After appropriation, the commission,
on behalf of the commonwealth, may take property
by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine or

eighty A of the General Laws or acquire the same

by purchase, lease or otherwise, for any or all of
the purposes of acquisition, construction, establish-
ment, enlargement, improvement and protection of
regional airports for use as terminal airports in
regions to be determined by the commission, and
may so take or acquire such property outside the
limits or boundaries of airports or restricted landing

areas, or sites for the same, as may be necessary for
the removal or the prevention of the establishment
of any airport hazard. For the purpose of making
surveys or examinations relative to any such pro-
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91 posed taking, the commission or its authorized
92 agent may enter upon any such property.
93 Section S9E. The commission, when it considers
94 such assistance desirable and feasible, may provide,
95 without charge, engineering or other technical serv-
-96 ices to any city or town requesting such services in
97 connection with the acquisition, construction, estab-
-98 lishment, enlargement, improvement or protection
99 of any airport or restricted landing area which

100 conforms to the state airport plan.
101 Section 39F. The cost of the acquisition, con-
-102 struction, establishment, enlargement, improvement
103 or protection of an airport by any city or town, in
104 conformity with the state airport plan and plans
105 and specifications approved by the commission as
106 provided by section thirty-nine B, and after the
107 issuance of a certificate of approval as therein pro-
-108 vided, in so far as the same is not paid, assumed
109 or reimbursed by the federal government, shall be
110 borne equally by the commonwealth and such city
111 or town, the share of the commonwealth to be
112 appropriated from the state aeronautics fund to the
113 extent to which funds are available therein, and
114 from other sources if necessary.

1 Section 2. Section fifteen of chapter six hundred
2 and ninety-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 forty-one is hereby repealed.
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