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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

There is increasing need for the construction of facilities
to care for those of our citizens who-are suffering from
chronic diseases. Several factors have contributed to
cause this need. Advances in medical science have pro-
longed life and controlled diseases that formerly caused
speedy death. During the recent war there was an almost
complete cessation in the building of all hospital facilities.
As a result our chronic disease hospitals are overcrowded
and a backlog of chronic disease sufferers fills our other
hospitals so that there is no room for those afflicted with
acute illness and in need of immediate treatment.

In my annual message to your honorable bodies I recom-
mended immediate construction, in the Stoneham section
of the Middlesex Fells, of an 800-bed hospital with com-
plete facilities for the treatment of chronic diseases. This
recommendation was embodied in Senate Bill No. 426.
The bill was unanimously recommended by the Committee
on Public Health and by the Ways and Means Committee.
It had the approbation of the Department of Public
Health.

I was therefore chagrined to hear that late yesterday
evening and with only a sparse attendance, the House of
Representatives referred the bill to the next annual ses-
sion. Perhaps those members whose votes were cast
against the hospital were influenced by allegations that
the Middlesex Fells hospital was intended to replace the
present institutions at Pondville and Westfield.
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No such intention is held by any responsible person.
The Commissioner of Public Health and the Deputy Com-
missioner testified before the Committee on Public Health
and before the Ways and Means Committee that it was
their intention to retain Pondville and Westfield. It was
made clear by these public officers that far from closing
out Pondville it was their expectation to improve and ex-
pand it.

This year the Commissioner of Public Health renewed
a request made in 1940 and 1941 that an appropriation
be made for the construction at Pondville of a 100-bed
nurses’ home to replace the present inadequate cottages.
Nearly completed plans for this project are in the Depart-
ment today. As far back as 1941 the Department of
Public Health was instrumental in securing an appro-
priation of $lOO,OOO to rebuild the power plant at Pond-
ville. The work was not done because of the prohibition
against such projects during the war. This year also the
Commissioner of Public Health asked an appropriation
of $150,000 for the same purpose.

The requirements of our State institutions are many
and pressing, but no need is more pressing than the need
for this hospital. Partisan politics should be eschewed
when the question involves the welfare of the aged and
chronically ill. The hospital I have proposed has the
advantage of proximity to the great medical centers of
the Commonwealth. It would bring those stricken with
such illnesses as cancer, arthritis, and heart disease to
one of the most beautiful settings at our command.

A measure so meritorious deserves more fitting con-
sideration. I therefore urge upon your honorable bodies
the speedy reconsideration of last night’s unfortunate
action.

Respectfully yours

MAURICE .1. TOBIN,
Govern


