
SENATE No. 22

To accompany the petition of Victor W. Collier and another for 
legislation to further regulate the use of flares at locations on un
lighted ways where certain vehicles are disabled. Highways and 
Motor Vehicles.

O c  Commontuealti) of s^assacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  u s e  o f  f l a r e s  a t

LOCATIONS ON UNLIGHTED WAYS WHERE CERTAIN 

VEHICLES ARE DISABLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section fourteen B of chapter eighty-five of the
2 General Laws, inserted by chapter four hundred and
3 thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 eight, is hereby amended by striking out, in the ninth
5 line, the word “ lighted” , — and by striking out the
6 sentence included in the twenty-third to the twenty-
7 eighth lines, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof
8 the following sentence: — The word “ flare” as used
9 in this section shall mean either a pot torch, a red

10 electric lamp, or a red emergency reflector warning
11 device, which conform to the requirements of the
12 specifications adopted by the Interstate Commerce
13 Commission for the construction and performance of
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14 such devices and bear the label of the Underwriters’
15 Laboratory, Inc., — so that the first paragraph will
16 read as follows: — Whenever any commercial vehicle
17 having a gross weight in excess of five thousand
18 pounds other than a motor bus or taxicab, or any
19 automobile service truck, so called, becomes disabled
20 upon the traveled portion of any street or highway
21 which is not artificially lighted at night the operator
22 of such vehicle shall, during the time when lights are
23 required to be displayed on motor vehicles, place
24 three flares on the traveled part of the way in the
25 following positions: — one flare in the center of the
26 traffic lane in which such disabled vehicle remains
27 and distant approximately one hundred feet from
28 such vehicle in the direction of traffic approaching in
29 that lane; one flare not less than one hundred feet
30 from such vehicle in the opposite direction in said
31 lane; and one flare at the traffic side of such vehicle,
32 not nearer than ten feet from the front or rear of
33 such vehicle; provided, that if such vehicle is dis-
34 abled within three hundred feet of a curve, crest of a
35 hill, or other place where the view of such vehicle is
36 obstructed, the flare in that direction shall be so
37 placed as to afford ample warning to other persons
38 using such way, and in no case less than one hundred
39 feet, nor more than three hundred feet, from the
40 disabled vehicle. The word “ flare” as used in this
41 section shall mean either a pot torch, a red electric
42 lamp, or a red emergency reflector warning device,
43 which conform to the requirements of the specifica-
44 tions adopted by the Interstate Commerce Commis-
45 sion for the construction and performance of such
46 devices and bear the label of the Underwriters’
47 Laboratory, Inc.


