
SENATE No. 27

To accompany the petition of Edward C. Peirce and another that 
incurable insanity be made a cause for divorce. Legal Affairs.

Ct)c Commontucaltb of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

A n  Act providing that incurable insanity may be

A CAUSE FOR DIVORCE.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter two hundred and eight of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “ or” , the second time the same appears in the
5 fifth line, the words:— where both parties are resi-
6 dents of the commonwealth and one of them has
7 become incurably insane and has been confined for
8 at least five consecutive years next prior to the filing
9 of the libel, or, — so as to read as follows: — Section 1. 

10 A divorce from the bond of matrimony may be de
ll creed for adultery, impotency, utter desertion con-
12 tinued for three consecutive years next prior to the
13 filing of the libel, gross and confirmed habits of in-
14 toxication caused by the voluntary and excessive use
15 of intoxicating liquor, opium or other drugs, cruel
16 and abusive treatment or where both parties are
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17 residents of the commonwealth and one of them has
18 become incurably insane and has been confined for
19 at least five consecutive years next, prior to the filing
20 of the libel, or, on the libel of the wife, if the husband,
21 being of sufficient ability, grossly or wantonly and
22 cruelly refuses or neglects to provide suitable main-
23 tenance for her. .


