
SENATE No. 40• • • •

To accompany the petition of Edward C. Peirce that provision be 
made for further regulating grants to recipients of old age assistance. 
Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

Cbc Commontoeaiti) of S^assacbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An A ct f u r t h e r  r eg u l a t in g  g ra n ts  to r e c ip ie n t s  o f
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter one hundred and eighteen A
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 section one of chapter six hundred and eighty-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out all after the
6 fifth sentence, as appearing in section one of chapter
7 four hundred and eighty-nine of the acts of nineteen
8 hundred and forty-three, and inserting in place
9 thereof the following: — Budgetary standards shall

10 be subject to the approval of the department, but,
11 except as hereinafter provided, such assistance shall
12 be at not less than the following rates: — In the case
13 of an individual, w-hether living within or without a
14 family group, not less than forty dollars monthly;
15 in the case of a husband and wife living together,
16 whether living within or without a family group,
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17 both of whom are eligible for such assistance, not less
18 than eighty dollars monthly for both; in the case of
19 a husband and wife living together within a family
20 group, one of whom is eligible for assistance and the
21 other not yet sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible
22 for public welfare, not less than fifty dollars monthly
23 for both, the difference between the amount paid to
24 the eligible one and the amount which should be
25 paid if both were eligible for old age assistance to
26 come from public welfare funds; in the case of a
27 husband and wife living together outside a family
28 group, one of whom is eligible for assistance and the
29 other not yet sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible
30 for public welfare, not less than sixty-five dollars
31 monthly for both, the difference between the amount
32 paid to the eligible one and the amount which should
33 be paid if both were eligible for old age assistance to
34 come from public welfare funds; in the case of sisters
35 or brothers or sisters and brothers living together,
36 whether within or without a family group, all of
37 whom are so eligible, not less than forty dollars
38 monthly for each. The determination as to what
39 constitutes a family group under the provisions of
40 this section shall be made in accordance with rules
41 and regulations established by the department, au-
42 thority to establish the same being hereby granted.
43 In computing the aforesaid minima the local board
44 of public welfare, or the department acting on cases
45 appealed, as the case may be, shall, in accordance
46 with rules and regulations made by the department,
47 deduct therefrom the amount of income the person
48 assisted or to be assisted may be receiving from any
49 source whatsoever.
50 Such assistance shall also provide for adequate
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51 medical care for every recipient of assistance under
52 this chapter, and shall also include provision for the 
55 services of a physician of such recipient’s choice,
54 subject to such rules and regulations as shall he made
55 by the department.
56  ̂ Expenses for medical, hospital and other services 
5 7$rendered to an aged person which remain unpaid at
58 the time of his commitment to an institution as an
59 insane person, or expenses for similar services ren-
60 dered to an aged person which remain unpaid at the 
t»l time of his death, and also the expenses of his funeral, 
(>2 may be paid directly to the person furnishing such
63 service; and, in addition, expenses for medical,
64 hospital and other services rendered to an aged
65 person may be paid directly to the person furnishing
66 such services, subject to any rule or regulation of the 
6( department relative to reimbursement under this 
6S chapter, in any case where such payment is necessary
69 to discharge an obligation incurred in securing such
70 services for such aged person, — - so as to read
1 1 as follows: Section 1. Adequate assistance to de-
72 serving citizens in need of relief and support sixty- 
7,> five years of age or over who shall have resided in the 
74 commonwealth not less than three years during the 
/5 nine years immediately preceding the date of applica-
76 tion for such assistance and who shall have resided
77 in the commonwealth continuously for one year imme-
78 diately preceding said date of application shall be
79 granted under the supervision of the department of
80 public welfare, in this chapter called the department.
81 Financial assistance granted hereunder shall be given
82 from the date of application therefor, but in no event
83 before the applicant reaches the age of sixty-five,
84 and in determining the amount of assistance to be
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85 given for any period preceding the date on which the
86 application was favorably passed upon, consideration
87 shall be given to the amount of welfare relief, if any,
88 given to such applicant during said period under any
89 other provision of law. Such assistance shall, where-
90 ever practicable, be given to the aged person in his
91 own home or in lodgings or in a boarding home,
92 which for the purposes hereof shall include any
93 institution providing shelter, care and treatment for
94 aged persons which is not supported in whole or in
95 part by public funds; provided, that no inmate of
96 such a boarding home or institution shall be eligible
97 for assistance under this chapter while being cared
98 for under a contract; and provided, further, that for
99 the purposes of this chapter any person who, while

100 such an inmate, has lost his settlement or who shall
101 lose his settlement at the time of admission to such
102 home or institution shall be deemed to have no settle-
103 ment in the commonwealth. Such assistance shall
104 be paid by check or in cash, which shall be delivered
105 to the applicant at his residence, if he so requests,
106 and shall be paid semi-monthly unless the applicant
107 prefers less frequent payments. Such assistance
108 shall be on the basis of need, and the amount thereof
109 shall be determined in accordance with budgetary
110 standards established by the local board of public
111 welfare. Budgetary standards shall be subject to
112 the approval of the department, but, except as here-
113 inafter provided, such assistance shall be at not less
114 than the following rates: — In the case of an indi-
115 vidual, whether living within or without a family
116 group, not less than forty dollars monthly; in the 
11/ case of a husband and wife living together, whether 
118 living within or without a family group, both of
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119 whom are eligible for such assistance, not less than
120 eighty dollars monthly for both; in the case of a
121 husband and wife living together within a family
122 group, one of whom is eligible for assistance and the
123 other not yet sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible
124 for public welfare, not less than fifty dollars monthly
125 for both, the difference between the amount paid to
126 the eligible one and the amount which should be paid
127 if both were eligible for old age assistance to come
128 from public welfare funds; in the case of a husband
129 and wife living together outside a family group, one
130 of whom is eligible for assistance and the other not yet
131 sixty-five but over sixty, and eligible for public wel-
132 fare, not less than sixty-five dollars monthly for both,
133 the difference between the amount paid to the eligible
134 one and the amount which should be paid if both were
135 eligible for old age assistance to come from public
136 welfare funds; in the case of sisters or brothers or
137 sisters and brothers living together, whether within
138 or without a family group, all of whom are so eligible,
139 not less than forty dollars monthly for each. The
140 determination as to what constitutes a family group
141 under the provisions of this section shall be made in
142 accordance with rules and regulations established by
143 the department, authority to establish the same being
144 hereby granted. In computing the aforesaid minima
145 the local board of public welfare, or the department
146 acting on cases appealed, as the case may be, shall,
147 in accordance with rules and regulations made by the
148 department, deduct therefrom the amount of income
149 the person assisted or to be assisted may be receiving
150 from any source whatsoever.
151 Such assistance shall also provide for adequate
152 medical care for every recipient of assistance under



SENATE — No. 40. [Jan. 1946.
153 this chapter, and shall also include provision for the
154 services of a physician of such recipient’s choice,
155 subject to such rules and regulations as shall be made
156 by the department .
157 Expenses for medical, hospital and other services
158 rendered to an aged person which remain unpaid at
159 the time of his commitment to an institution as an
160 insane person, or expenses for similar services ren-
161 dered to an aged person which remain unpaid at the
162 time of his death, and also the expenses of his funeral,
163 may be paid directly to the person furnishing such
164 service; and, in addition, expenses for medical, hos-
165 pital and other services rendered to an aged person
166 may be paid directly to the person furnishing such
167 services, subject to any rule or regulation of the de-
168 partment relative to reimbursement under this chap-
169 ter, in any case where such payment is necessary to
170 discharge an obligation incurred in securing such
171 services for such aged person.






