
SENATE No. 332

To accompany the petition of the Springfield Public School Custo
dians Association, by Herbert G. Havens, president, for legislation 
relative to the hours of service of all laborers, workmen and mechanics 
employed by cities and towns. Public Service.

Cöe Commontoealti) of ^assacftusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An A ct r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  h o u r s  o f  s e r v ic e  o f  a l l

LABORERS, WORKMEN AND MECHANICS EMPLOYED BY 

CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter one hundred and forty-nine
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section thirty, as most recently amended by sec-
4 tion one of chapter three hundred and sixty-seven of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, and in-
6 serting in place thereof the following section: —
7 Section 30. The service of all laborers, workmen
8 and mechanics now or hereafter employed by the
9 commonwealth or any county therein or any con-

10 tractor or sub-contractor for or upon any public
11 works of the commonwealth or of any county, city
12 or town therein is hereby restricted to eight hours in
13 any one day, forty-eight hours in any one week, and
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14 to six days in any one week; and the service of all
15 laborers, workmen and mechanics now or hereafter
16 employed by any city which, by vote of the city
17 council, or by any town which, by vote of a town
18 meeting, accepts this section shall be restricted to
19 eight hours in any one day, to forty hours in any one
20 week, and to five days in any one week. No officer
21 of the commonwealth, except as herein provided, or
22 of any county, city or town, no such contractor or
23 sub-contractor or other person whose duty it is to
24 employ, direct or control the service of such laborers,
25 workmen or mechanics shall require or permit any
26 such laborer, workman or mechanic to work any
27 greater number of hours in any one day, any greater
28 number of hours in any one week, or any greater
29 number of days in any one week, except in cases of
30 extra ordinary emergency, than is specified in the
31 first sentence of this section as the maximum for the
32 particular class of employment. The provisions of
33 this section shall not prohibit the employment by the
34 state department of public works, or by any con-
35 tractor or sub-contractor for said department, of
36 laborers, workmen and mechanics for more than eight
37 hours in any one day in the construction or reconstruc-
38 tion of highways when, in the opinion of the commis-
39 sioner of labor and industries, public necessity so
40 requires.

1 S e c t io n  2 . Said chapter one hundred and forty-
2 nine is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 thirty-three, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section: —
5 Section 33. I t  shall not be a violation of sections
6 thirty and thirty-one if, in the event of a Saturday
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7 half holiday being given to a laborer, workman or
8 mechanic, his hours of labor on other working days
9 are increased to make the total number of hours for

10 his week’s work equal to the maximum number of
11 hours permitted in any one week for his class of
12 employment as specified in said sections.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and forty-
2 nine is hereby further amended by striking out in the
3 tenth, eleventh and twelfth lines of section thirty-
4 four, as amended by section two of chapter three
5 hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and thirty-six, the words: — “ eight hours in
7 any one day or more than forty-eight hours in any one
8 week, or more than six days in any one week,” — and
9 inserting in place thereof the words: — the maximum

10 number of hours in any one day or in any one week
11 or more than the maximum number of days in any
12 one week, as specified for the particular class of em-
13 ployment in said section thirty, — so as to read as
14 follows: — Section 34. Every contract, except for
15 the purchase of materials or supplies, involving the
16 employment of laborers, workmen or mechanics, to
17 which the commonwealth or any town, subject to
18 section thirty, is a party, shall contain a stipulation
19 that no laborer, workman or mechanic working within
20 the commonwealth, in the employ of the contractor,
21 sub-contractor or other person doing or contracting
22 to do the whole or a part of the work contemplated
23 by the contract, shall be required or permitted to
24 work more than the maximum number of hours in anv
25 one day or in any one week or more than the maximum
26 number of days in any one week, as specified for the
27 particular class of employment in said section thirty,
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28 except in cases of extraordinary emergency, or in case
29 any town subject to section thirty-one is a party to
30 such a contract, more than eight hours in any one
31 day, except as aforesaid; provided, that in contracts
32 entered into by the department of public works for the
33 construction or reconstruction of highways there may
34 be inserted in said stipulation a provision that said
35 department, or any contractor or sub-contractor for
36 said department, may employ laborers, workmen and
37 mechanics for more than eight hours in any one day
38 in such construction or reconstruction when, in the
39 opinion of the commissioner of labor and industries,
40 public necessity so requires. Every such contract not
41 containing the aforesaid stipulation shall be null and
42 void.


