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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SEC
TION 7, AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT 
TO PETITION OF ARTHUR C. TAFT AND 
OTHERS FOR LEGISLATION TO AUTHOR
IZE THE TRANSFER OF THE ASSETS AND 
DISSOLUTION OF THE OXFORD HOME 
FOR AGED PEOPLE.

Ja n u a r y  21 , 1946.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 

the Clerk of the Senate, January 14, 1946.
Oxford Home for Aged People was organized as a 

charitable corporation under Revised Laws, chapter 152, 
December 2, 1907. Although a corporation may be dis
solved without action by the General Court, it is clear 
from the bill that certain objectives are sought which 
cannot be accomplished under the General Laws but 
which require a special act, if the Legislature shall deem 
it good policy to enact them. No opinion is herein ex
pressed upon the merits of the bill. No fee is required 
under General Laws, chapter 3, section 7 in the case of 
a corporation of this kind.

Respectfully submitted,
HENRY F. LONG,

Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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To accompany the petition of Arthur C. Taft and others for legis
lation to authorize the transfer of the assets and dissolution of the 
Oxford Home for Aged People. Mercantile Affairs.

Cöe Commontoealti) of spassadbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Six.

An  Act authorizing the  transfer  of the assets
AND DISSOLUTION OF THE OXFORD HOME FOR AGED 
PEOPLE.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Oxford Home for Aged People,
2 a Massachusetts corporation duly organized by law,
3 is hereby authorized by a vote of the corporation to
4 transfer to the town of Oxford, and said town is
5 hereby authorized to receive and thereafter to hold
6 and maintain, all of the funds and property of said
7 corporation, subject, however, to its liabilities, if any,
8 within thirty days after the acceptance of an offer
9 so to transfer to the town, voted at any town meeting

10 which may be called within six months after the
11 effective date of this act.

1 Section  2. Upon such transfer, a certificate
2 thereof shall be furnished by the clerk of said corpo-
3 ration to the state secretary, and said corporation
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4 shall he thereupon dissolved, subject to sections
5 fifty-one and fifty-two of chapter one hundred and
6 fifty-five of the General Laws.

1 Section  3. Upon such transfer, the said town
2 shall, but only to the extent of funds so transferred
3 to it, assume and pay any debt or liability of said
4 corporation now or hereafter existing. Said town
5 may commence, prosecute or defend any suit pending
6 or hereafter brought by or against said corporation.

1 Section  4. After such transfer, the property so
2 transferred, which shall be known as the Oxford
3 Home for Aged People Charity Fund, shall be held
4 by said town upon the same trusts, uses and purposes
5 as if the same had continued to be held by said corpo-
6 ration, the income only to be expended from time to
7 time for the comfort, maintenance, support, assist-
8 ance, benefit or convenience of deserving aged resi-
9 dents of said town under the direction and approval

10 of a board of three trustees, to consist of the chair-
11 man of the board of selectmen, the chairman of the
12 finance committee, and the chairman of the board of
13 public welfare of the town, unless he be also a trustee
14 by virtue of holding one of the other chairmanships,
15 in which case the third trustee shall be some other
16 member of, and elected by, said board of public
17 welfare.

1 Section  5. All gifts, grants, bequests and devises
2 made or accruing to or for the benefit of said corpo-
3 ration after the transfer of its property as herein-
4 before provided, shall vest in said town, unless the
5 terms of said gift, grant, bequest or devise, or the
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6 carrying out of the provisions thereof, shall otherwise
7 require.

1 Section  6. The power granted in this act shall be
2 exercised only in conformity with such a decree, if
3 any, of the probate court for the county of Worcester,
4 sitting in equity, or of any other court of competent
5 jurisdiction as may be entered within six months
6 after the effective date of this act; provided, that all
7 the authority conferred by this act is hereby declared
8 to be limited to such authority as the court may
9 constitutionally grant.


