
HOUSE No. 39

Cbe Commcmtoealtl) of epassacijusetts

D e p a r t m e n t  of  E d u c a t io n ,
200 N e w b u r y  Stre et , B oston 16, December 4, 1946.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives, State House, 
Boston, M  assach usetts.

G en tlem en  : - In accordance with the provisions of
section 33 of chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of 
the recommendations for legislation to be contained in 
the annual report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 2) 
is submitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the 
legislation recommended. The drafts of legislation have 
been submitted to the Counsel of the Senate and House 
as required by law.

JOHN J. DESMOND, Jr.,
Commissioner of Education.
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R ECOMMEN DAT IONS.

R e im b u r se m e n t  of T e a c h e r s  r e t ir e d  p rio r  to 
Ja n u a r y  1, 1946.

The retirement law provides that when a teacher is re
tired under a local system, principally in Boston, the city 
or town is entitled to reimbursement from the State, the 
amount of reimbursement to be equal to whichever is the 
lesser of the following two amounts:

1. The pension actually paid by the city or town.
2. The pension which the teacher would have received 

if he had been a member of the State Teachers’ Retirement 
System.

In the case of persons retired under local systems prior 
to January 1, 1946, the amount of pension which would 
have been paid under the state system, with only a few ex
ceptions, did not require the Teachers’ Retirement Board 
to compute the annuity which the teacher would have 
received if he had been a member of the state system, 
and therefore the annuity in almost all cases was never es
tablished. To determine the state pension, with a few ex
ceptions, it was only necessary that the Teachers’ Re
tirement Board obtain a record of the salary for the five- 
year period preceding retirement and the total service of 
the teacher. Chapter 418 of the Acts of 1946 and also 
chapter 559 of the Acts of 1946 would require that the 
Teachers’ Retirement Board determine the amount of 
annuity in order to determine the amount of new pension 
which would be payable under these chapters for re
imbursement purposes. This would require that the 
Teachers’ Retirement Board obtain for each case a rec
ord of the salary from July 1, 1914, to date of retirement
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in order to compute the amount which the teacher would 
have had to his credit if he had been a member of the 
state system. The annuity and the retirement allowance 
which the teacher would have received if he had been a 
member of the state system would then be established. 
This would require a terrific amount of work for the school 
department of the city of Boston and also the Teachers’ 
Retirement Board. It is therefore recommended that 
legislation be passed so that chapters 418 and 559 of the 
Acts of 1946 shall not apply in determining the pension 
for reimbursement purposes. It is also recommended that 
the state pension, which has already been established for 
the reimbursement of teachers retired prior to January 1, 
1946, shall be increased by 20 per cent, no such increased 
pension, however, to exceed 81,000, and that- the pension 
as so increased shall be used for reimbursement of pen
sions paid such teachers after July 1, 1946. Therefore 1 
respectfully recommend the enactment of the accompany
ing bill designated as Appendix A.

Increasin g  the  A m o u n t  w h ich  m a y  be  e x p e n d e d  by 
the  State  B oard  for  V o catio n al  E d u catio n  for  
the P u rpose  of fu r n ish in g  aid  during  R e h a b il i
tatio n  to C e r t a in  P e r so n s .

Section 22B, chapter 74, General Laws, which provides 
for aid during rehabilitation to certain persons, limits the 
amount of state funds available for maintenance to a sum 
not exceeding 810,000 as may be annually appropriated. 
Due to expansion of cases and additional requests for 
maintenance it seems necessary to request 815,000 state 
funds for aid during rehabilitation for the fiscal year 
July 1, 1947, to June 30, 1948. The sum of 810,000 was 
provided by the Legislature for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1946, and ending June 30, 1947. To obtain an 
appropriation above 810,000 will necessitate legislation 
removing the limit established in section 22B, chapter 74. 
Therefore I respectfully recommend the enactment of the 
accompanying bill designated as Appendix B.



4 HOUSE -  No. 39. [Jan. 1947.

A id ing  of B lind  P erson s  b y  th e  D iv is io n  of the

Bl in d .

For several years the Division of the Blind has been en
deavoring to secure an adequate medical care program for 
the blind in this Commonwealth. At the present time 
this Division does not have a medical care program, and 
whereas section 23 of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as 
amended, provides for certain services such as facilitating 
the circulation of books, promoting visits among the aged 
and helpless blind in their homes, and by aiding individual 
blind persons with money or other assistance, it does not 
specifically authorize the furnishing of medical care to the 
blind, which the Division and the Department deem ad
visable. The accompanying bill specifically provides for 
the furnishing of medical care to the blind, while retaining 
the provisions of the present act. Therefore I respect
fully recommend the enactment of the accompanying bill 
designated as Appendix C.


