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Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l ic  H e a l t h ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , November 29, 1946.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of 
chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual 
report of this Department is submitted herewith, together 
with drafts of bills embodying the legislation recom
mended. These drafts have been submitted to the 
Counsel for the Senate or the House, as required by law.

VLADO A. GETTING, M.D.,
Commissioner of Public Health.
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RECOM M EN DATI ONS.

]. An Act A u th o rizin g  L ocal B oards of H ealth  to 
PREVENT THE USE OF UNSAFE WATER SUPPLIES ON
P r iv a t e  P rem ises  an d  to  req u ir e  the  E stab
lishm ent  of Safe  W a t e r  Su pplie s  on  Such 
Prem ises  w h e n  occupied  in  W hole  or in  P art 
by  a  T e n a n t .

It has been the experience of the Department that local 
boards of health are in doubt as to whether or not they 
are authorized under section 122 of chapter 111 of the 
General Laws to order the installation of a safe and 
adequate water supply on premises occupied by tenants 
and as to whether or not they have sufficient authority 
to order the discontinuance of the use of private water- 
supplies found to be unsafe. An instance of this type 
occurred recently in the town of Blackstone. Representa
tive Peter F. Fitzgerald of that town suggested legisla
tion for this purpose. There appears to be no law at the 
present time other than the laws of contract which will 
require a landlord to provide a safe water supply to a 
tenant.

2. An A ct au th o r izin g  the  D e p a r t m Ènt  of P ublic 
H ea l t h  to  adopt  a Sa n it a r y  C o d e .

This proposed legislation is to enable the Department 
to adopt a sanitary code in order to have the authority, 
like New York and other States, to make the work of the 
Department more flexible. This code presents an oppor
tunity for local health departments to modernize their 
sanitary laws and regulations and in no way jeopardizes 
their prerogative in enforcing them. With the adoption 
of the sanitary code as proposed, the necessity of a local 
community publishing health and other sanitary regula
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tions included in the code would be abolished by a brief 
official notice in the local press to the effect that the 
community adopts the code as promulgated by the 
Department.

3. A n A ct reg u latin g  the  U se of P oisonous  G a se s ,
L iquids  and  Solids for k illin g  V e r m in .

The lives of individuals are endangered when persons 
with insufficient knowledge of the use of poisonous 
substances attempt to use them in the destruction of 
vermin. The use of such substances should be under the 
supervision of a government agency which can assure 
itself of the qualifications of the persons carrying out such 
procedures, and which may also designate safe methods 
of utilizing such poisonous substances. In other states 
where the regulation of the use of such poisonous sub
stances has been delegated to the local authorities, the 
business of those making use of these methods has been 
injured by the necessity of obtaining multiple licenses in 
order to serve persons residing in numerous political 
units. For this reason, licenses should be granted by 
some state agency, so that, they will be valid in any 
community in the State.

There is full justification for more stringent limitations 
upon the use of poisonous gases because of the danger of 
penetration through porous walls or by ventilating chutes, 
communicating doors and other openings into adjoining 
buildings and apartments. Fumigation with lethal 
gases should, therefore, be limited to persons who have 
licenses. New chemicals, some of which, such as the 
rodenticide 1080, are highly dangerous, are continually 
being introduced and should be used only by persons 
with a thorough understanding of their danger and the 
proper procedures for guarding against accidents.

4. A n A ct relativ e  to the  E x a m in a t io n  of P o lice

St a t io n s , e t c .

The change in the present law is necessary because the 
law specifies fhat only the district health officer can make
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these inspections. With the expansion of health services 
from the district offices, it would facilitate matters [a 
great deal if the sanitary officers, who are well qualified 
to do this work, were permitted to make these inspections.

5. A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to the  A ppo in tm e n t  of D eputy  
C om m ission ers  in  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of P ublic 
H e a l t h .

The present organization of the Department of Public 
Health provides for one Deputy Commissioner. It is 
proposed that there be three deputy commissioners, to 
assume charge of the activities of the Department, as 
follows:

Deputy Commissioner in Charge of Field Work, who 
will be responsible for the activities of the eight branch 
offices known as district health offices, located as follows: 
Southeastern District, New Bedford; South Metropolitan 
District, Quincy; North Metropolitan District, Boston; 
Northeastern District, Wakefield; South Central Dis
trict, Worcester; North Central District, Ayer; Connec
ticut Valley District, Greenfield; Berkshire District, 
Pittsfield. He will assume responsibility for the integra
tion of the work of the Divisions of Communicable 
Diseases, Venereal Diseases, Biologic Laboratories, Cancer 
and other Chronic Diseases, Maternal and Child Health, 
Local Health Administration and Dental Health.

Deputy Commissioner in Charge of Tuberculosis and 
Sanatoria, who is at present the only Deputy Commis
sioner of the Department and who directs and supervises 
the activities of all of the institutions of the Department 
and all tuberculosis control activities of the Department 
at the state level. The new 800-bed chronic disease 
hospital which is being constructed at Stoneham will'be 
under his direction.

Deputy Commissioner in Charge of Environmental 
Sanitation, who will also be the Director of the Division 
of Sanitary Engineering. In addition to the sanitary 
engineering aspects of public health, such as water supply, 
sewage disposal, stream pollution, shellfish control, etc.,
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his duties will include responsibility for the integration 
of the work of the Division of Food and Drugs, and special 
aspects of the Division of Local Health Administration 
pertaining to the engineering aspects of environmental 
sanitation.

6. An A ct p ertain in g  to A d u lte r a tio n  or F ood 
P roducts b y  M in e r a l  Oil .

The particular need for this legislation in Massachusetts 
arises from the fact that the wording of our present law 
requires that medical evidence be presented to the court 
in every action brought by the Department in order to 
show that the food in question is deleterious and injurious 
to health. The United States Food and Drug Administra
tion has adopted the policy of declaring any food product 
containing mineral oil, whether labeled or not, to be in 
violation of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. 
Any such materials found in interstate commerce are 
subject to seizure. There should be a definite law restrict
ing its use in Massachusetts.
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