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Accompanying the fourth recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth (House, No. 91). Election Laws,

£l)c Commontuealtf) of ^©assactjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  o r d e r  o f  n a m e s  o f  c a n d id a t e s

ON OFFICIAL BALLOTS FOR USE AT PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 70E of chapter 53 of the General Laws,
2 inserted by section 21 of chapter 473 of the acts of
3 1938, is hereby amended by inserting before the last
4 sentence the following new sentence: -N o  person
5 shall have his name printed on the ballot as a candidate
6 for the office of delegate or alternate delegate to a
7 convention more than once, so as to read as fol-
8 lows: - - Section 70K. The state secretary shall cause
9 to be placed on the official ballot for use at presidential

10 primaries, under separate headings, and in the follow-
11 ing order, the names of candidates for delegates at
12 large, alternate delegates at large, district delegates
13 and alternate district delegates to national conven-
14 tions. The names of candidates appearing in nomi-
15 nation papers containing nominations for all the
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places to be filled shall be placed first on said ballot, 
arranged in groups and in the same order as in the 
nomination papers. The order in which the groups 
shall appear shall be determined by lot in the manner 
provided in section thirty-four and each group of 
candidates for alternate delegates shall immediately 
follow the particular group of delegates with which it 
is affiliated. The names of candidates appearing in 
nomination papers containing nominations for less 
than all the places to be filled shall follow, alphabeti
cally arranged. The ballot shall also contain a state
ment of the preference, if any, of each candidate for 
delegate as to a candidate for nomination for presi
dent, provided that such statement appears in his 
nomination papers; but no such statement of prefer
ence by any candidate for delegate shall appear upon 
the ballot unless such candidate for nomination for 
president files his written assent thereto with the state 
secretary on or before five o ’clock in the afternoon of 
the last day for filing nomination papers. Such assent 
may be communicated by telegraph. No person shall 
have his name printed on the ballot as a candidate for 
the office of delegate or alternate delegate to a conven
tion more than once. Said secretary shall also place 
on said ballot the names of candidates for state, ward 
and town committees.


