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PROVEMENT OF THE FACILITIES FOR M A R 
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D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l ic  W o r k s  
100 N a s h u a  St r e e t , B o s t o n . December 2, 1946.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts 
in General Court assembled.

The Department of Public Works hereby reports its 
action under chapter 665 of the Acts of 1945, which 
authorizes the improvement of the facilities for maritime 
commerce in the Port of Fall River.

This statute took effect on January 1, 1946, and ceases 
to be effective on January 1, 1948, unless prior thereto 
the Department has entered into one or more contracts 
authorized by section four for the leasing of the facilities 
authorized under this act.

No such leases have been negotiated.
Inasmuch as this act will cease before the session of the 

General Court in 1948, it is believed that the date of 
termination should be extended to July 1, 1948, so that 
any important question that may arise during the year 
1947 which needs legislation may be brought to the atten
tion of the 1948 General Court before the act ceases to 
be operative.
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The Department held a conference with the city officials 
of Fall River and others at interest on August 6, 1945, 
as to the procedure under the act, and later with the 
Attorney General. It was decided that preliminary plans 
should be prepared and the necessary borings taken. 
Inasmuch as the only funds available were in the general 
appropriation for the improvement of rivers and harbors, 
and as the terms of that appropriation require that any 
expenditures be matched by a contribution of equal 
amount, no contract could be approved until the con
tribution was available.

Further conferences were held with various interests 
in the city of Fall River, and it was determined by all 
that the best location for the pier was on the property of 
the Old Colony Railroad under lease to the New York, 
New Haven & Hartford Railroad.

This property lies at the foot of Central Street, and 
the portion needed for pier development is on the vrater 
side of Water Street. The assessed value is as follows: 
land, $282,050; buildings, $24,200; making a total of 
$306,250, on which the taxes are $11,900.

The only use that the railroad makes of this property 
is for receiving and handling truck-rail freight. There 
is no water-borne commerce.

The Department held numerous conferences with the 
railroad officials during the following months.

In March, 1946, the city of Fall River appropriated 
$2,000, and the Department allotted an equal amount, 
and a contract was signed with Chas. A. Leary Company 
and the necessary borings were taken, which shownd 
that there w as a good bottom to hold the piling and that 
no ledge w'ould be encountered.

Other conferences wefe held with city and railroad 
officials, and finally, in July, the chairman of the Trustees 
of the New Haven Railroad stated that the railroad had 
no funds to develop the pier or to provide additional 
facilities to take the place of those now used. He was 
willing to sell the property for its assessed value 
($306,250), and would lease back the same facilities he
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now has and pay as rental the same amount the railroad 
now pays as taxes ($11,900), plus 2 per cent on the pur
chase price, or a total of about $18,000, but he was not 
willing to lease the entire project. The area he needed 
would be about 350 by 40 (14,000 square feet), with 
three tracks adjoining all on the north side, or the same 
facilities he now uses.

The preliminary plans of the Department provide 
for a pier shed 600 by 160 (96,000 square feet) adjacent 
to a berth 600 feet long by 100 feet wide and 30 feet 
deep, with the desirable track and roadway connections.

An analysis of the terms of the act indicates that the 
rental charge to amortize 60 per cent of the cost of the 
total facility to be provided is not more than $50,000 per 
annum; deducting the amount to be paid under the 
lease to the railroad ($18,000) would leave $32,000 to be 
received for the lease or leases of the water terminal.

These plans, facts and figures were presented officials 
of the city of Fall River at our final conference in August, 
1946. At this time the Port Authority of Fall River 
agreed to submit its criticism of the plans, and determine 
what could be done towards furthering the project.

Total expenditures of the Department to December 1, 
1946, are $4,014.90, of which the city of Fall River con
tributed $2,000.

JOSEPH F. CAIRNES,
Commissioner.

GEORGE G. HYLAND,
A ssociate Commissioner.

RALPH A. PALLADINO,
A ssociate Commissioner.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION

Cfte Commontoealtf) of ^assacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i m p r o v 

i n g  THE FACILITIES FOR M ARITIM E COMMERCE IN  THE 

PORT OF FALL R IV E R .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter six hundred and sixty-five of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and forty-five is hereby amended
3 by striking out section seven and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 7. This act shall take effect on January 
(5 first, nineteen hundred and forty-six, and shall cease
7 to be effective on July first, nineteen hundred and
8 forty-eight, unless prior thereto the department has
9 entered into one or more contracts authorized by

10 section four for the leasing of the facilities authorized
11 under this act.


