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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN 
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF 
A PUBLIC GOLF COURSE IN THE MIDDLE
SEX FELLS RESERVATION.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

M e t r o p o l it a n  D is t r ic t  C o m m is s io n ,
20 S o m e r s e t  St r e e t , B o s t o n , December 2, 194(1.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachu
setts in General Court assembled.

On June 13, 1946, the Legislature, by Chapter 80 of 
the Resolves of 1946, authorized and directed the Metro
politan District Commission to investigate the advisa
bility, expediency and cost of constructing an eighteen 
hole golf course in the Middlesex Fells Reservation, as 
follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby 
authorized and directed to make an investigation as to the advisa
bility, expediency and cost of constructing, maintaining and operating 
an eighteen hole public golf course, including locker and service build
ings and parking accommodations, on land within the Middlesex Fells 
reservation or adjoining the same. Said commission shall report to 
the general court the results of its investigation and its recommenda
tions, if any, together with estimates of cost .and drafts of legislation 
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the 
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the 
first Wednesday of December in the current year.

An earlier investigation of the possibility of construct
ing a golf course in the Medford-Winehester section of 
the Middlesex Fells Reservation was made by the Com
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mission in 1940. The report covering this investigation 
was printed as House Document No. 119, January 1941. 
A careful survey of the entire reservation was made at 
that time by an experienced golf course construction 
engineer and field representatives of the National Park 
Service in a study of possibilities for the development of 
winter sports and other recreational facilities. Their 
advice at the time was to the effect that a golf course 
could not be constructed except at tremendous cost 
because of the unsuitability of the terrain. The descrip
tions in the earlier report on the condition of the soil, the 
prevalence of rocks, boulders, tremendous ledge out
croppings and extreme slopes in the topography of the 
land hold generally true in regard to other sections of the 
reservation not covered by the 1940 report. The Na
tional Park Service experts strongly advised that the 
natural beauty of the reservation should not be disturbed 
by efforts to provide a golf course or other facilities not 
in keeping with the character of the reservation.

The possibility of acquiring land adjacent to the bound
aries of the reservation for golf course construction is not 
at all promising as residential developments have taken 
up nearly everything suitable for such construction. The 
Brooks estates in Medford and Winchester which were 
reported as possibilities in the 1940 investigation are 
now being developed in part for veterans’ housing.

As no funds were provided by the legislation for this 
investigation, the Commission has been unable to engage 
real estate experts or golf course architects to appraise 
land or estimate construction costs. The Commission 
believes, however, that the cost of constructing an eight
een hole course with a suitable club house and parking 
facilities would run from .$500,000 to $650,000, with the 
latter figure more nearly right under present-day con
ditions. The Ponkapoag eighteen hole course and club 
house was entirely completed in the early 1930’s within 
an $80,000 appropriation and the Leo J. Martin Memo
rial course in Weston for slightly less than the Ponka
poag cost.
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The Commission believes that the construction of a 
public golf course somewhere in the northerly part of 
the Metropolitan Parks District is advisable and that, 
a further study of possibilities in other areas might demon
strate the availability of more suitable land where con
struction costs could be kept within reasonable limits. 
If an appropriation is provided to cover costs of surveys, 
appraisals and designs, the Commission will then report 
on the matter in more specific terms.

Respectfully submitted,

M. MORRISSEY,
Commissioner.

WM. F. ROGERS,
A ssodate Commissioner.

JOSEPH McKENNEY,
A ssodate Commissioner.

M AX ULIN,
A ssodate Commissioner.

JOHN J. GRIGALUS,
.4 ssodate Commissioner.
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