
HOUSE No. 291

By Mr. Desmond of Lowell, petition of Cornelius Desmond, Jr., 
and William H. J. Rowan that candidates for nomination by political 
parties at state primaries for the offices of Senator or Representative 
to the General Court be required to be certified as enrolled members 
of such party. Election Laws.

€ b e  C o m m o n to c a lti) of Q^asoacijuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  A ct r e q u ir in g  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  n o m in a t io n  b y  a

POLITICAL PARTY AT A STATE PRIMARY FOR THE OFFICE 

OF SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GENERAL 

COURT TO BE CERTIFIED AS ENROLLED MEMBERS OF 

SUCH PARTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 48 of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 53 of the acts of
3 1943, is hereby further amended by inserting after
4 the word “ councillor”  in line 11 the words: — ,
5 senator, representative to the general court, —  and
6 and by striking out, in lines 22 and 23, the words “ or
7 senator or representative to the general court” , —
8 so as to read as follows: —  Section Ĵ 8. All nomina-
9 tion papers of candidates to be voted for at state

10 primaries shall be filed with the state secretary on or
11 before the seventh Tuesday preceding the day of the
12 primaries; except in the case of primaries before
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13 special elections, when nomination papers shall be
14 filed on or before the second Tuesday preceding the
15 day of the primaries.
16 There shall not be printed on the ballot at a state
17 primary the name of any person as a candidate for
18 nomination for any office to be filled by all the voters
19 of the commonwealth, or for councillor, senator, rep-
20 resentative to the general court or representative in
21 congress, unless a certificate from the registrars of
22 voters of the city or town wherein such person is a
23 registered voter that he is enrolled as a member of the
24 political party whose nomination he seeks is filed with
25 the state secretary on or before the last day herein
26 provided for filing nomination papers. Said regis-
27 trars shall issue such a certificate forthwith upon
28 request of any such candidate so enrolled or of his
29 authorized representative.
30 There shall not be printed on the ballot at a state
31 primary the name of any person as a candidate for
32 nomination for the office of county commissioner
33 unless a certificate from the registrars of voters of the
34 city or town wherein such person is a registered voter
35 stating that he is enrolled as a member of a political
36 party, giving the name of the party, or stating that
37 he is not enrolled in any political party, as the case
38 may be, is filed with the state secretary on or before
39 the last day herein provided for the filing of nomina-
40 tion papers. Said registrars shall forthwith issue such
41 a certificate upon request of any such candidate or of
42 his authorized representative. Against the name of
43 any such candidate on the ballot shall be printed the
44 name of the party of which he is an enrolled member
45 or, if he is not enrolled in any party, the word “ un-
46 enrolled” .


