
HOUSE No. 474

By Mr. Crockett of Upton (by request), petition of Lloyd M. 
Walker for legislation to further regulate the hunting of deer. Con
servation.

Cf)e Commontoealtl) of Qiassacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An  Act further regulating the hunting of deer.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 5 of chapter 131 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 599 of
3 the acts of 1941 is hereby further amended by in-
4 serting after the word “ nine” in the tenth line the
5 following:—, or a special deer-hunting license issued
6 under section nine A, — so as to read as follows: —
7 Section 5. Except as provided in section ten, sixty,
8 sixty-one, sixty-four, sixty-seven, sixty-nine or
9 seventy-nine, no person shall hunt any bird or mam-

10 mal, and no person, unless he is under fifteen years
11 of age, shall fish, except as hereinafter provided, in
12 any of the inland waters of the commonwealth, and
13 no person shall use, set, tend or maintain any trap,
14 or take or attempt to take any mammal by means
15 thereof, without first having obtained a sporting,
16 hunting, fishing or trapping license, or a special fox-
17 hunting license issued under section nine, or a special
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18 deer-hunting license issued under section nine A, as
19 the case may be, authorizing him to do so, as provided
20 in sections six to nine, inclusive; provided, that
21 nothing in-sections five to fourteen, inclusive, shall
22 be construed as affecting in any way the general
23 law relating to trespass, or as authorizing the hunting
24 or the possession, of birds or mammals, contrary to
25 law, or the taking of fish, or the possession thereof,
26 contrary to law, or the trapping of mammals, con-
27 trary to law; and provided, further, that said sec-
28 tions five to fourteen, inclusive shall not be deemed to
29 prohibit any legal resident of the commonwealth or
30 any member of his immediate family, residing on
31 land owned or leased by him, from hunting or trapping
32 on such land or from fishing in any inland waters
33 bordered by such land, if he is or they are actually
34 domiciled thereon, and if the land is used exclusively
35 for agricultural purposes, and not for club, shooting
36 or fishing purposes; and provided, further, that the
37 burden of proof shall rest upon the person claim ing
38 any such exception to show that he is entitled thereto.

1 Section 2. Section 6 of said chapter 131, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “ mammals” in the tenth line the following: —,
4 except deer, — so that the second sentence will read
5 as follows: Subject to existing laws, a sporting
6 license shall authorize the licensee to hunt birds and
7 mammals, except deer, and to fish; a fishing license
8 shall authorize the licensee to fish only; a hunting
9 license shall authorize the licensee to hunt only,

10 birds and mammals, except deer; and a trapping
11 license shall authorize the licensee to trap mammals
12 only.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter 131 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 9, as so appearing,
3 the following new section: — Section 9A. Any person
4 holding a valid sporting or hunting license may pro-
5 cure a special deer-hunting license authorizing him
6 to hunt a deer subject to the restrictions and pro-
7 visions contained in this chapter. The fee for such a
8 license for a resident of this commonwealth shall be
9 one dollar and for a non-resident, five dollars. Such

10 licenses shall be issued by the director or by a city
11 or town clerk in a form prescribed, upon blanks fur-
12 nished by the division and shall consist of two de-
13 tachable parts, as follows: — one part shall be an
14 identification tag containing the data required by
15 section six, together with the number of the appli-
16 cant’s hunting or sporting license; and the other an
17 addressed report of the killing of a deer. This license
18 must be carried on the person while hunting deer and
19 must remain intact until a deer has been killed, where-
20 upon, the identification tag must be detached, filled
21 out on the reverse side and immediately attached to 

, 22 the carcass where it shall remain affixed until it is
23 prepared for food. The addressed report must be
24 filled out in detail and mailed to the director within
25 forty-eight hours of killing, as required in section
26 eighty.
27 Whoever violates any provision of this section or,
28 not being the holder of a special deer license, hunts a
29 deer; or has in his possession or transports the carcass
30 of a deer which has not been duly tagged, as required
31 by this section, shall be punished by a fine of not less
32 than one hundred dollars nor more than two hundred
33 dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six
34 months, or both.




