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By Mr. Richter of Brookline, petition of Reuben L. Lurie for legis
lation to establish district juvenile courts and defining their juris
diction, powers and duties. The Judiciary.

Che Commontuealth of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An A ct e s t a b l is h in g  d ist r ic t  j u v e n il e  c o u r t s  a n d
DEFINING THEIR JURISDICTION, POWERS AND DUTIES.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 60 the
3 10 following new sections, under the following
4 heading: —

5 SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO DISTRICT JUVENILE
6 COURTS.
7 Section 60A. There shall be established in each
8 of twelve districts to be determined in accordance
9 with section sixty B, a court to be known as the

10 district juvenile court.
11 Section 60B. The judicial districts of the several
12 district juvenile courts shall include and comprise
13 such district court districts as shall be determined
14 by a commission to be known as the district juvenile
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15 court commission. Said commission shall consist
16 of seven members; one member to be an associate
17 justice of the supreme judicial court appointed by
18 the chief justice thereof, one member to be an asso-
19 ciate justice of the superior court appointed by the
20 chief justice thereof, one member to be the executive
21 clerk to the chief justice of the superior court, one
22 member to be a justice of a district court appointed
23 by the chairman of the administrative committee
24 of district courts, one member to be the commis-
25 sioner of probation, and two members appointed by
26 the governor with the advice and consent of the
27 council. Each of the appointive members of said
28 commission shall be appointed within ten days after
29 the passage of this act, and said commission at its
30 first meeting shall elect one of its members to be
31 chairman. For the purpose of fixing the territorial
32 jurisdictions of each juvenile district court said
33 commission shall divide the state, exclusive of the
34 territorial jurisdiction of the Boston juvenile court,
35 into twelve districts to be known as juvenile court
36 districts as nearly as practicable similar to each
37 other after giving due consideration to population,
38 extent of territory and number of children brought
39 before the juvenile sessions of municipal and district
40 courts during the calendar year nineteen hundred
41 and forty-five as reported by the board of probation.
42 Said commission shall give to each such district so
43 determined an appropriate number or name. Within
44 ninety days after the passage of this act said com-
45 mission shall report the territorial jurisdictions, as
46 determined by the agreement of at least four of its
47 members, of each juvenile court herein created to
48 the governor, who thereupon shall proclaim such
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49 jurisdictions to be the judicial districts of said
50 juvenile courts. For the purposes of this section
51 said commission may expend for travel and clerical
52 and other assistance such sums, not exceeding
53 , as may be hereafter appropriated
54 therefor. Immediately upon the proclamation by
55 the governor of all the judicial districts of said
56 juvenile courts the commission created herein shall
57 cease to exist and this section shall become null and
58 void.
59 Section 60C. Except as otherwise provided in
60 section sixty E, each district juvenile court shall
61 consist of one judge, who shall be appointed by the
62 governor with the advice and consent of the council.
63 Each said judge and the associate judge as provided
64 in section sixty E shall be a resident of the district
65 within which he is to serve and shall devote his full
66 time to his duties as judge. Each judge shall hold
67 the sessions of said court within the district for
68 which he is appointed, in such cities or towns therein
69 as the business of said court may require. In the
70 absence or disability of the judge of any district
71 juvenile court the chief justice of district juvenile
72 courts may designate the judge of any other district
73 juvenile court, or the associate judge, to act as judge
74 in such absence or disability. The chief justice may,
75 also, assign the judge of one juvenile court district
76 or said associate judge to sit in certain cities or towns
77 in any other juvenile court district whenever pressure
78 of cases in said other juvenile court district shall
79 make such action advisable. Each said court shall
80 have a clerk appointed by the judge thereof who
81 shall serve at the pleasure of the judge. In case of the
82 absence, death or removal of the clerk the judge
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83 may appoint a clerk pro tempore who shall act until
84 the clerk resumes his duties, or until the vacancy
85 is filled. Each district juvenile court shall have a
86 proper seal, and all processes issuing therefrom shall
87 be under the seal of the court, shall be signed by the
88 clerk and shall bear the teste of the judge of the court.
89 Section 60D. All the jurisdiction, authority,
90 powers, duties and provisions vested in, conferred
91 upon or applicable to municipal or district courts,
92 or the justices thereof, other than the municipal
93 court of the city of Boston, under sections forty-two
94 to seventy-two, inclusive, of chapter one hundred
95 and nineteen of the General Laws, and acts in amend-
96 ment thereof or in addition thereto, are hereby
97 transferred to and vested in the district juvenile
98 courts, and in the judges thereof, except as they are
99 inconsistent with sections sixty A to sixty J, inclusive.

100 All the provisions of law which relate to district or
101 municipal courts, to the justices, special justices and
102 clerks thereof, or to the rights, duties and liabilities
103 of parties to proceedings therein, shall, so far as they
104 may be applicable, apply to the district juvenile
105 courts, the judges and clerks thereof, and to the
106 parties to proceedings therein.
107 Section 60E. For the purposes of this section the
108 Boston juvenile court shall be deemed one of the
109 district juvenile courts. One of the judges of the
110 district juvenile courts shall be appointed by the
111 governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
112 to be the chief justice of district juvenile courts,
113 and the governor, with the advice and consent of
114 the council shall appoint an associate judge for the
115 court from which said chief justice was chosen. Said
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116 associate judge shall hold sessions in said court in
117 the absence of the chief justice and shall be available
118 for assignments, in accordance with section sixty C,
119 to other district juvenile courts. The judges of said
120 courts shall meet annually at a time and place
121 designated by the chief justice, who shall preside
122 at the meeting; and a majority of the entire number
123 of said judges shall constitute a quorum for the
124 transaction of business. The chief justice may call
125 a special meeting of the judges at such time and
126 place as he may designate, and, when convened, they
127 may transact any business that might be done at
128 the annual meeting. The judges at any meeting
129 may make orders and rules to carry into effect the
130 provisions of this act, including uniform rules of
131 practice and procedure in said courts. Following
132 their annual meeting the judges shall publish a
133 report of the work of said courts for the preceding
134 twelve months.
135 Section 60F. Within the territorial limits as
136 proclaimed under the provisions of section sixty B
137 the district juvenile courts shall have and exercise
138 original jurisdiction, exclusive of municipal and
139 district courts, in matters affecting alleged juvenile
140 delinquents, wayward children and neglected
141 children; and concurrent jurisdiction, in cases
142 arising under section sixty-three of chapter one
143 hundred and nineteen and under section two of
144 chapter two hundred and seventy-three of the
145 General Laws, as amended.
146 Section 60G. Each district juvenile court shall
147 have three or more probation officers who shall be
148 appointed by the judge of such court with the ap-



149 proval of the judges at any meeting held under the
150 provisions of section sixty E. The salaries of said
151 probation officers shall be fixed by the judges at
152 any such meeting and shall be paid by the common-
153 wealth. Probation cases arising under sections
154 sixty A to sixty J, inclusive, shall be under the
155 exclusive care of such probation officers. The judge
156 of each district juvenile court shall assign to each
157 probation officer of his court a definite portion of
158 the territory of said court to have supervision over
159 the children placed on probation from that area.
160 The provisions of all statutes now or hereafter
161 applicable to probation officers shall, as far as they
162 are appropriate, apply to the probation officers of
163 the district juvenile courts, except as herein other-
164 wise provided.
165 Section 60H. The district juvenile courts may
166 use for their sessions buildings or parts thereof within
167 the municipalities selected for their sittings which
168 immediately prior to the passage of this act were
169 severally used for juvenile sessions of the district
170 courts, as well as buildings, or portions thereof,
171 hereafter made available to them for such purposes,
172 and which are approved by the judges of district
173 juvenile courts at any meeting held under the provi-
174 sions of section sixty E.
175 Section 601. The chief justice of district juvenile
176 courts shall be paid a salary of eighty-five hundred
177 dollars per annum. Judges of district juvenile
178 courts, the justice of the Boston juvenile court and
179 the associate judge as defined in section sixty E
180 shall be paid salaries of seventy-five hundred dollars
181 per annum. Clerks of district juvenile courts and
182 the clerk of the Boston juvenile court shall be paid
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183 a salary of five thousand dollars per annum. Each
184 district juvenile court and the Boston juvenile court
185 shall be allowed such necessary office personnel as
186 may be determined, and at such salaries as may be
187 fixed, by the judges of said courts at any meeting
188 held under the provisions of section sixty E. All
189 such salaries and the expenses of tra vel and operation
190 of each of the district juvenile courts and of the
191 Boston juvenile court shall be paid by the common-
192 wealth.
193 Section 60J. Unless the context of sections sixty
194 A to sixty I, inclusive, otherwise requires, nothing in
195 said sections shall affect the Boston juvenile court,
196 and in no event shall the powers, authority or jurisdic-
197 tion of the Boston juvenile court be decreased by
198 sections or by any interpretation thereof.

1 Section 2. Probation officers who, prior to the
2 first day of January, nineteen hundred and forty-
3 seven, had been specifically designated as juvenile
4 probation officers shall be probation officers under
5 this act; provided, that their salaries and the condi-
6 tions of their retirement be no less in amount or
7 extent than on said first day of .January.

1 Section 3. So much of this act as authorizes the
2 appointing, commissioning and qualifying of the
3 judges of the district juvenile courts shall take effect
4 upon the proclamation as provided in section sixty B.
5 The balance of this act shall be in full force and
6 effect, and the authority and jurisdiction of the
7 district juvenile courts, the clerks and probation
8 officers thereof shall begin ninety days after said
9 proclamation, except that municipal and district
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10 courts shall have power to dispose of all cases arising
11 under chapter one hundred and nineteen of the
12 General Laws, sections forty-two to seventy-two,
13 inclusive, which may be pending before them when
14 this act takes full effect.


