
HOUSE No. 556

By Mr. Winslow of Cambridge (by request), petition of James E. 
Finnegan and another relative to further regulating the granting of 
aid to dependent children. Public Welfare.

d ie  Commontoealti) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A ct  f u r th e r  reg u l a t in g  th e  g ran tin g  of aid  to

DEPENDENT CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 118 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out from section 2, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 415 of the acts of 1946, the
4 words “ and shall be in an amount to be determined
5 in accordance with budgetary standards as approved
6 by the department” , — so that said section shall
7 read as follows: — Section 2. In every town the
8 board of public welfare subject to the supervision of
9 the department and in compliance with the rules and

10 regulations adopted by the department pursuant to
11 the provisions of this chapter, shall aid every parent
12 in properly bringing up, in his or her own home, each
13 dependent child if such parent is fit to bring up such
14 child, but no aid shall be granted under this chapter
15 for or on account of any child unless (1) such child
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16 has resided in the commonwealth one year immedi-
17 ately preceding the application for such aid, or (2)
18 such child was born within the commonwealth within
19 one year immediately preceding such application,
20 if its mother has resided in the commonwealth for one
21 year immediately preceding the birth. The aid
22 furnished shall be sufficient to enable such parent to
23 bring up such child or children properly in his or her
24 own home and shall be granted from the date of
25 application therefor, and no person shall be denied
26 aid under this chapter because of the lack of a legal
27 settlement in the commonwealth or in the town from
28 which such aid is requested. In the event of the
29 commitment of any such parent to an institution as
30 an insane person, expenses for medical, hospital and
31 other services rendered on account of such parent or
32 any dependent child in his or her care or custody,
33 including expenses of the funeral of any such dependent
34 child who may have died, which remain unpaid at
35 the time of such commitment may be paid by the
36 town directly to the person furnishing such services,
37 subject to any rule or regulation of the department
38 relative to reimbursement under this chapter. In
39 the event of the death of any such parent, expenses
40 for medical, hospital and other services rendered on
41 account of such parent or any dependent child in his
42 or her care or custody, including expenses of the
43 funeral of any such dependent child who may have
44 died, which remain unpaid at the time of the death
45 of such parent, and also expenses of the funeral of
46 such parent, may be paid by the town directly to the
47 person furnishing such services, subject to any rule
48 or regulation of the department relative to reimburse-
49 ment under this chapter. In addition, expenses for
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50 medical, hospital and other services rendered on
51 account of such parent or any dependent child in his
52 or her care or custody, including expenses of the
53 funeral of any such dependent child who may have
54 died, may be paid by the town directly to the person
55 furnishing such services, subject to any rule or regula-
56 tion of the department relative to reimbursement
57 under this chapter, in any case where such payment
58 is necessary to discharge an obligation incurred in
59 securing such services for such parent or dependent
60 child. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as
61 authorizing any public official, agent or representa-
62 tive, in carrying out any provision of this chapter, to
63 take charge of any child over the objection of either
64 the father or the mother of such child, or of the person
65 standing in loco parentis to such child, except pursuant
66 to a proper court order.




