
HOUSE 1288

By Mr. Feeney of Boston (by request), petition of Barbara G.
Bennett and another that Congress be memorialized in opposition to
proposal for universal training of youth and compulsory military
training. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

Resolutions in opposition to all proposals for

UNIVERSAL TRAINING OF YOUTH, COMPULSORY MILITARY

TRAINING, AND OTHER SIMILAR LEGISLATION.

1 Whereas, This body considers that the welfare of
2 young people can best be served not through a program
3 of universal training but through improvement of
4 our educational institutions along democratic lines,
5 through a program of creative employment and job-
-6 training for young people, through an adequate hous-
-7 ing program for married youth, through expansion of
8 medical and health services, through an end to racial
9 and religious discrimination against young people in

10 all spheres of American life, and through the develop-
-11 ment of an adequate recreational program; and
12 Whereas, This body further considers that the se-
-13 curity of our nation can best be achieved not through
14 a program of universal training but through under-
-15 standing and agreement among the Big Three and the
16 United Nations, for the elimination of fascism every-
-17 where in the world, for international disarmament, for
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18 world friendship and co-operation in advancing the
19 well-being of all nations; and
20 Whereas, Forty-five per cent of our national in-
-21 come is now being spent for national defense, and our
22 United Nations commitments for the military occu-
-23 patron of enemy countries can be met through liberal-
-24 ized and democratized volunteer enlistments in the
25 armed forces; and therefore be it
26 Resolved, That this body goes on record as opposing
27 any plan for universal training of youth, compulsory
28 military training, compulsory universal training, and
29 other similar measures, such as those proposed by the
30 President of the United States; and be it further
31 Resolved, That this body urges the Congress of the
32 United States to defeat all measures for universal train-
-33 ing and instead recommends the creation of a national
34 youth service administration that can win the support
35 of young people, veterans, educators, labor leaders,
36 and civic figures, to study the needs of American youth
37 and to advance a program to meet these needs along
38 the lines of the recommendations above; and be it
39 further
40 Resolved, That copies of this resolution be trans-
-41 mitted to all members of the United States Senate and
42 House of Representatives.


