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Boston, December 3, 1946,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In accordance with chapter 89 of the Resolves of 1945,
we have the honor to transmit the following report of
the Special Commission established for the purpose of
Investigation and Study of Certain Matters relating to
the Non-Contributory Retirement Systems of the Com-
monwealth and Certain Political Subdivisions thereof.

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD I. FURBUSH,
Chairman.

CLARENCE A. WOOD
Vice-Chairrn

AVERY W. GILKERSON.
GEORGE T. WALSH.
ARTHUR L. GOULD.
HERBERT S. GARDNER.
WILLIAM E. SEXTON.
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[Chapter 89 of the Resolves of 1945.]

Resolve providing for an Investigation and Study by a Speciai
Commission of Certain Matters relating to the Non-con-
tributory Retirement Systems of the Commonwealth and
Certain Political 'Subdivisions thereof.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of one
member of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, three
members of the house of representatives to be designated by the
speaker thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor is
hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation and
study of the non-contributory retirement systems of the common-
wealth and certain political subdivisions thereof. Said commission
shall consider, among other matters, the subject matter of current
house documents numbered six hundred and one, nine hundred and
ninety-eight, ten hundred and seven, twelve hundred and seventy-
four, twelve hundred and eighty-one, and fourteen hundred and sixty-
six, and of current senate document numbered four hundred and
seventy-six. Said commission shall also consider such other matters
relating to the subject matters of said documents as it may deem
advisable, with special reference to persons who have been retired under
any provision of law relating to non-contributory retirement systems.
Said commission may expend for clerical and other services and ex-
penses such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, three thousand dol-
lars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor. Said commission
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation and
study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legis-
lation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen hundred and
fortv-six

ivvroved July 25, 19.

C&e Commontoealtft of Massachusetts

RESOLVE CREATING THE COMMISSION.
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(Chapter 76 of the Resolves of 1946,]

Resolve increasing the Scope of the Investigation and Study

TO BE MADE BY THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO IN-
VESTIGATE AND STUDY CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO THE
Non-contributory Retirement Systems of the Common-
wealth and Certain Political Subdivisions thereof.

Resolved, That the unpaid special commission established by chapter
eighty-nine of the resolves of nineteen hundred and forty-five for the
purpose of making an investigation and study of certain matters relat-
ing to the non-contributory retirement systems of the commonwealth
and certain political subdivisions thereof shall, in the course of its work,
consider the subject matter of current senate document numbered two
hundred and fifty-three, relative to the retirement allowances of cer-
tain veterans of World War II in the public service, the subject matter
of current senate document numbered two hundred and fifty-four, rela-
tive to theretirement of certain army and navy nurses of World War II
in the public service, the subject matter of current senate document
numbered two hundred and fifty-five, relative to providing that serv-
ice as a member of the general court shall be counted as membership
service in any retirement system of the commonwealth or of any polit-
ical subdivision thereof, and the subject matter of current house docu-
ment numbered thirteen hundred and ninety, relative to extending the
benefits of the Massachusetts retirement system to the members of the
general court and all constitutional officers.

Approved June IS, 19.

RESOLVE INCREASING THE SCOPE OF IN-
YESTIGATION.





REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ES-
TABLISHED FOR THE PURPOSE OF IN-
VESTIGATION AND STUDY OF CERTAIN
MATTERS RELATING TO THE NON-CON-
TRIBUTORY RETIREMENT SYSTEMS OF
THE COMMONWEALTH AND CERTAIN
POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS THEREOF.

Organization.

The Commission organized by electing Senator Richard
I. Furbush of Middlesex as chairman, Representative
Clarence A. Wood of Hopkinton as vice-chairman, and
Joseph A. Humphreys of Cohasset as secretary.

in Massachusetts.Pension History

A. pension is a regular p; nent made to an individual
after his earning power ceases due to old age or disabl
ment. Originally pensions were paid on an individual
basis and were considered purely as rewards for service
rendered in previous years. Later formal retirement
plans were developed which served not only as reward
for past services but also to increase efficiency in service
by affording protection against the uncertainties and anx
ieties of the future and to induce capable persons to enter
the service.

Historians tell us that our earliest citizens, the Pil-
grims, were to play a part in the granting of the first
pension in America, although they did not recognize it

€\)c Commontoealtb of £oassacJ)usetto
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as such. When one of their number became sick or inca-
pacitated, either by advanced age or through illness,
other colonists brought food to the unfortunate one and
supplied firewood to keep his abode warm, as well.

Actually, this form of communal spirit could be inter-
preted as a form of non-contributory pension. The re-
cipient actually put forth no effort for benefits received
other than so having earned the respect of neighbors that
in time of need they were glad to assist him.

This form of communal support was possible under
conditions existing in the early days of Massachusetts
Bay Colony. The very smallness of the population con-
tributed to the feeling of kinship existing between the
inhabitants. As populations increased and towns and
cities came into being, personal contact among neighbors
was lost. A person unfortunate enough to have no living-
relatives or friends could not expect sympathy or relief
from strangers. As time moved onward, communities
were required by inability to cope with the problem of
increased numbers in need of relief, to institute the fore-
runner of what in later days was known as the “Poor
Farm or Home” for the old, ill and unfortunate.

The subsequent reason for the abandonment of this
“Poor Farm” type of assistance with all accompanying
abuses and disadvantages is too well known to be re-
peated. Suffice to say, when first applied, it was a neces-
sity and improvement of the time.

We now have old age assistance for all who can meet
the necessary requirements. Through social security as-
sessments and forms of hidden taxation, so-called, pen-
sions are slowly changing from a non-contributory pen-
sion to the contributory classification. The staggering
costs to meet these increased numbers of applications
must be borne, at least in part, by the beneficiary, or
bankrupt municipal governments would prevail.
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From the day when every Massachusetts community
was a fort, citizens have been grateful to those who have
defended the community. The men who successfully
fought off attacks by hostile Indians enjoyed the thanks
of those protected, and especially of those unfortunates
who through incapacity could not assist to repel attempted
assaults.

It was not until the Revolutionary War that the aid
of men living outside the area of attack was enlisted.
These fighting men were recruited in townships and jour-
neyed great distances and suffered hardships with little
or no pay. At the end of hostilities, the grateful citi-
zenry felt a debt owed to these men; and, as the federal
government was just being formed, did not wait for out-
side aid, but in many instances granted to these return-
ing veterans grants of land as gratuities. (It is interest-
ing to note at this point that there are lands now being
farmed in Massachusetts by descendants of these early
recipients of land grants.)

A land grant to a veteran of revolutionary days could
be likened to a form of pension, for it assured the bene-
ficiary of lumber for a home and the chance to raise the
sustenance of life for the support of himself and his
family through his own labor.

The United States government has since revolu-
tionary days paid billions of dollars to soldier veterans
of its wars. As all wars, with certain exceptions, were
fought outside the continental United States, the gov-
ernment has assumed responsibility for these pension
payments, and rightly so.

Massachusetts citizens, however, have always evi-
denced a desire to reward veterans with gratuities beyond
those supplied by the Federal Government; hence the
land grants of revolutionary times, preference in public
employment, the granting of bonus payments and re-
duced qualifications plus special retirement privileges for
veterans.

1 eterans.
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As the activities and responsibilities of government
expanded with the population of our country, public
employment increased. It can be presumed that the
foremost thought in the minds of all citizens has been
the safety of home, family and the successful raising of
their children. The public employees most certain to
win the gratitude of citizens have been the policemen,
the firemen and the school teachers. Other less spectacu-
lar employments also received individual praise, but not
to the degree of the above-named groups. The feeling of
gratitude extended to police and firemen for service ren-
dered in defence of the home is consistent with that felt
for a veteran who defended the home as the result of his
service in the armed forces. A natural sequence found
these groups to be the first recipients of gratuities, be-
yond fraternal benefits derived from associations formed
for the general purpose, in the form of pensions of a non-
contributory nature.

A changing economy and demand for more public serv-
ices, with subsequent increased personnel, caused mu-
nicipal officials charged with the responsibility of raising
funds to meet increased pension demands to be forced
into the field of government insurance in order to apply
benefits for all public servants. The first State Retire-
ment Bill with optional contributory features was adopted
in 1912. The contributory Retirement Act of 1939, a
mandatory act, sounded the death knell of all pensions
of the non-contributory type.

This act was based on the premise that, as in the buy-
ing of insurance annuities, a partial investment should
be made by the recipient or beneficiary with assurance
that added interest gained through proper investment
and administration of funds contributed by the employee
would insure financial assistance at the time of ilhiess,
superannuation, or injuries incurred in the performance
of duty, compelled retirement from the public employ.

Since the adoption of the contributory retirement act,

Civil Employees.
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no new members have been added to the slowly dwin-
dling group of public employees who will eventually retire
under the non-contributory systems. Competent author-
ity estimates this group last named to total at the present
time less than fifty thousand in number. It includes
some veterans of World War I, firemen, policemen, la-
borers, janitors, a few army nurses, probation officers and
about one dozen court officers. It has been estimated
that it will be fifty years or more before the last bene-
ficiary dies to end this type of retirement system.

For many years this group enjoyed the opportunity
and security of an assured retirement plus certain privi-
leges for veterans without the contribution of any part
of earned salary during the period of employment by
State, county, or municipality. Most of this group did
not, when the opportunity was presented to them, join
contributory systems as they were formed.

As a result of the excellent work and recommenda-
tions of' the Special Commission on Retirement I
which reported to the Legislature of 1945, the State Re-
tirement Act was amended, thus taking a long step in
the clarification of the contributory systems. At the
moment, only one city and one town operate systems
under special acts, the rest having come under a general
law

With the fluctuations of our national economy during
and following World War 11, there has been agitation by
the so-called non-contributory groups for a more liberal
interpretation of benefits. In recent years successive
Legislatures have been confronted with many requests for
changes of all kinds. This agitation reached a peak
during the session of 1945 when the Legislature showed
an inclination to do something for this group.

A group of bills covering many phases of the subject
matter of non-contributory systems were substituted for
adverse reports; as the Legislature was approaching pro-
rogation, such a combination of widely diversified bills
could not have possibly resolved into anything but a
confused condition in the non-contributory systems. The
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Legislature then created and referred to this special com-
mission all matters before the body on the subject mat-
ter, requesting the Commission to study and bring in a
report before the first Wednesday of December, 1946,

Results op Investigation and Recommendations
The Commission met frequently during the year 1945,

following the close of the annual legislative session, and,
drawing upon the years of experience of Mr. Kenneth L.
Dampen of the Division of Accounts in the subject mat-
ter, delved deeply into the background of non-contribu-
tory pensions in an endeavor to bring out equitable
means of solving the problem without hardship to those
who did not contribute toward a pension or discriminate
against those who had contributed and would be irked
at the possibility of working alongside brother em-
ployees who had not contributed over the years. Also
prominent in the Commission’s considerations was the
financial strain upon communities if certain attempts to
eliminate the non-contributory type of pension by incor-
poration of its membership into contributory systems
prevailed. There was also the problem of credit to vet-
erans, special cases, grouping of hazardous occupations,
such as policemen and firemen, with other non-hazardous
occupations.

During the fall of 1945 long hours of discussions were
slowly developing a formula when it was learned that,
regardless of what the Commission recommended, every
bill concerning the subject would be filed again with the
Legislature for consideration during the session of 1946.

The Commission continued its research, however, hop-
ing to bring recommendations before the Legislature; but,
as predicted, almost every identical bill originally referred
to the Commission in 1945 concerning the subject matter
was again filed, including other new bills, thus creating
the unusual situation of both the legislative committee
on Pensions and Old Age Assistance and the Recess Com-
mission of Non-contributory Retirement Systems in a
duplication of effort.



HOUSE —No. 1653.1947.] 15

This situation was finally resolved by the membership
of the Commission agreeing to submerge their views, as
a result of long and arduous sessions on a complex sub-
ject, and offer to assist the legislative committee in every
way possible.

This offer of assistance was accepted by the legislative
committee, and accordingly the members of the Com-
mission attended hearings and meetings of the legislative
committee on Pensions and Old Age Assistance working
in every way to secure an intelligent settlement of the
problem.

The concerted efforts of the committee and Commis-
sion resulted in the enactment by the Senate and House
of Representatives of a law relative to the retirement of
certain members of the police force of the Metropolitan
District Commission and of police officers and firemen
in certain cities and towns (chapter 576 of the Acts of
1946).

Worcester Retirement System Members
The solving of the above problem, affecting police

officers and firemen, left outstanding before the Commis-
sion only Senate bill numbered 476 of the year 1945, be-
ing an act to provide that certain members of the Worces-
ter Retirement Act may withdraw therefrom, receive
their accumulated deductions, and may be retired under
certain other provisions of law.

The members of the Commission were unanimously of
the opinion that acceding to the Worcester Retirement
Act memberships’ requests to return to a non-contributory
system would create a precedent and bring other similar
requests, which would tend to defeat the whole principle
of the excellent state retirement system and unneces-
sarily confuse the workings of the retirement act.

Therefore, this Commission strongly recommends that
no action be taken on this request.

World War II Veterans Retirement Privileges.

The Legislature of 1946 referred to this Commissionfor
study a Senate bill numbered 253, relative to the retire-
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ment allowances of certain war veterans of World War II
in the public service.

In drafting the complete revision of the State Con-
tributory Retirement Law adopted in 1945, liberal pro-
visions were made for veterans of all wars so that it is
felt that in the main, no new legislation is necessary to
adequately recognize their veteran status. However, in
a few instances it has been found in practice that certain
rights available to veterans of World War I are not avail-
able to certain Veterans of World War 11. The most
important of these will be corrected by the passage of
the amendments suggested in Appendices A and B (pages
22, 23) and the Commission unanimously recommends
their adoption.

Vnr TT
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to this Commission by the Legislature of
Senate petition numbered 255, providing■e
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lonwealth or of anv political subdivision thereof
and House petition numbered 1390, extending the bene

■he Massachusetts retirement system to the mem
rs of the General Court and all constitutional officers.
Many constitutional officers, which designation in

hides members of the Senate and House of Representa
ives, have in the past belonged to state, county or mu
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nicipal retirement systems prior and subsequent to serv-
ice in the General Court. Service as a constitutional
officer, including membership in the General Court, has
so far been specifically excluded from credit in the state
retirement act. The reason for this exclusion is not
clear. In most cases election to higher state office or to
the General Court means a personal sacrifice for the office
holder, who must travel great distances, attend morning
committee hearings and long afternoon sessions, thus pre-
cluding any attempt to run his private business.

Election to constitutional office is the result of an ex-
pression of the will of the citizens of the Commonwealth.
It cannot be presumed that it is the intent of citizens
that their public officials should so conscientiously serve
as to seriously restrict private business income or suffer
restriction of pension rights because of such service.
If that were so, then the higher state offices would be
held by only the wealthy or unemployed. To have the

presentation our constitution provides for, elective of-
ficials must be drafted from all segments of professional
and industrial life. Only then can proper justice through
a broadened viewpoint be incorporated in legislation.
Members are compensated for their services, and what
for one man may be more compensation than ordinarily
earned, would be a pittance to another of high earning
power.

This Commission undertook a survey to ascertain what
legislation along this line had been adopted in the other
States of the nation. It was interesting to note that of
those reporting, eight States provided retirement privi-
leges for constitutional officers, including members of
the General Court. Of these eight States, which include
the nationally known progressive States of Illinois and
New York, seven had retirement systems of a contribu-
tory nature and one of the non-contributory type. It is
also interesting to note that several state Legislatures
contemplated the filing of bills on the subject of retire
ment credit for legislators.

Your Commission journeyed to Albany, New York,
and made an intensive study of the New York Retire-
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ment Law as applied to constitutional officers and mem-
bers of the General Court, and was duly impressed by
the working of it.

The United States Congress has recently adopted a
law which provides for pension rights for members of
Congress, and several former members have taken ad-
vantage of it already.

After deliberation, your Commission has come to the
conclusion that to draw up a retirement system applying
to the employees of the State as a whole and then to
exclude from that system any group which receives com-
pensation for work in service of the Commonwealth, and
whose only difference is the manner in which their work
is assumed (namely, by election instead of through civil
service or appointment), is to be inconsistent with the
aims of the State Retirement Act.

Therefore, this Commission recommends that the
wording of the act be so changed as to include constitu-
tional officers and recommends adoption of the amend-
ments suggested in Appendices C and D (pages 24, 26).

Retired Public Employees’ Increased Pension Allowances.
During consultations with Mr. Chester H. Grant,

the Director of the State Retirement System, two changes
in the retirement act now on the statute books were dis-
covered to be in need of correction.

Chapter 599 of the Acts of 1946, authorized increases
of the amounts of pensions payable to certain former
public employees who have been retired.

During the administration of the act, it was found
that, in order to increase the value of retirement allow-
ances, many persons prior to the date of their retirement
are encouraged by the act to purchase additional annui-
ties. This purchase of additional annuities does not affect
the value of a pension but in many cases it increases the
total retirement allowance to a total above the maximum
allowed by chapter five hundred and ninety-nine, when
actually the encouraged investment of the pension re-
cipient’s own funds, in the purchasing of such annuities,
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causes such persons to be ineligible for the increases
granted under the chapter. To remedy this defect in the
law, and in order that thrifty persons are not discrimi-
nated against, the Commission recommends adoption of
the amendments suggested in Appendix E (page 28).

State Institutional Employe
The second correction deemed by this Commission to

be necessary to the proper administration of the retire-
ment act is as follows ;

By reason of the current employment shortages in in-
stitutional help, there is found to be a transient em-
ployee type that works a short time then leaves the state
service. This type generally works for less than a month
in any one institution before leaving.

Under the law deductions automatically begin with
the assignment of work. When the person leaves the
employ of the institution after a short term of work, it
has been found by experience that many of them come
to the State Retirement Director’s office in the State
House demanding payment of the deductions which in
most cases amount to a few dollars. As the Director, by
law, cannot approve any return of deducted funds until
pay rolls have been scrutinized by his department, and as
a month or more expires before such approval can be
given, the Director and his department are put in the
unfavorable light of holding an insignificant sum of money
from a person for this long period.

As there is a great deal of office work involved in the
handling of this bothersome type of bookkeeping, this
Commission recommends that, in order to correct this
condition and allow time to be spent by the Board on
other matters, the amendments recommended in Appen-
dix F (page 30) be adopted.
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF REPRE
SENTATIVE GEORGE T. WALSH.

Ithough this Commission covered almost every phase
of the topic of pension allowances, I do feel that a study
should be made or provisions enacted in the near future
to enable the recipients of state, county and municipal
pensions to receive bimonthly check payments instead of

nthly payments as is the current practic
Country-wide trends have shown that more and more

private industrial enterprises are changing over their sys-1 enterp

terns to effect faster payments of money due to wage-oa

iers. I feel that these retired former employees and
their dependents would most certainly be aided by re-
ceiving their checks more promptly.

a retiring member of the Legislature I wish to
compliment the President of the Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and His Excellency the
Governor, in their choice of men appointed to this Com-
mission. Every man performed the duties imposed upon
him to the end that it was a pleasure to be associated
with the Commission in its work

GEORGE T. WALSH.
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF THI
COMMISSK
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feel that the Commonwealth is indeed fortunate to haive

a man of his capacity in a position to advise the Legis-
lature and others on complex matters affecting pePsio: in

rights

The Commission also desires to thank Mr. Chester H
Grant, Director of the State Retirement System, for his
co-operation in pointing out and suggesting remedic
which enabled the Commission to recommend certain
helpful changes in the retirement act, and Thor
Bateman, Esq., Assistant Counsel to the Senate, who
prepared final drafts of proposed legislation recommended

RICHARD I. FURBUSH.
CLARENCE A. WOOD.
AVERY W. GILKERSON.
GEORGE T. WALSH.
ARTHUR L. GOULD.
HERBERT S. GARDNER.
WILLIAM E. SEXTON.

the Commission in this report.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Sever

An Act clarifying the rights of certain veterans

UPON RETIREMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 25 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of
3 1945, is hereby amended by striking out the first
4 sentence of subdivision (3) (a) and inserting in place
5 thereof the following sentence: Any veteran, as

6 defined in section one, shall have full and complete
7 rights under the system of which he is a member,
8 under the provisions of sections fifty-six to sixty A,
9 inclusive, whether or not he may have signed a waiver

10 of his rights under such sections upon becoming a mem-
-11 ber of such system, anything to the contrary in the
12 provisions of this chapter or in similar provisions of
13 earlier law's notwithstanding.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.

Ctic Commontuealti) of agassadnisetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty

An Act relative to the retirement of veterans oi

WORLD WAR IX, WHO ARE INCAPACITATED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 56 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as

2 most recently amended by chapter 677 of the acts of
amended by striking out the
aring in section 1 of chapter
and inserting in place thereof

3 1945, is hereby further
4 first paragraph, as appc
5 514 of the acts of 1943,
6 the following paragraph

A veteran, as defined in section one, who is in the
8 service of the commonwealth, or of any county, city,
9 town or district thereof, shall be retired, with the
10 consent of the retiring authority, if incapacitated for
11 active service, at one half of the highest regular rate
12 of compensation, including any allowance for main-
-13 tenance, payable to him while he was holding the
14 grade held by him at his retirement, and payable from
15 the same source; provided, that he has been in the
16 said service at least ten years, has reached the age
17 of fifty, and has a total income from all sources, exclu-
-18 sive of such retirement allowance and of any sum
19 received from the government of the United States
20 as a pension for war service, not exceeding five hundred
21 dollars.

Appendix B.

tile Commontocaltf) of QDaggacfmsetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seve

An Act further defining the word “employee” in
THE CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT LAW FOE PUBLIC

EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section lof chapter 32 of the General Laws, as
2 inserted by section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of
3 1945, is hereby amended by striking out the para-
-4 graph containing the definition of “Employee” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
6 “Employee”, as applied to persons whose regular
7 compensation, except in the case of any register of
8 probate, is paid by any political subdivision of the
9 commonwealth except the metropolitan district com-

-10 mission, shall mean any person who is regularly em-
11 ployed in the service of any such political subdivision,
12 including members of the police and fire departments,
13 teachers and employees of any free public library

14 maintained in any city or town to the support of
15 which said city or town contributes not less than one
16 hah of the cost, and also including officials and public
17 officers so paid whether employed, appointed or elected

Appendix C.

Cbe Commontoealrt) of S©assacj)Uoetts
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18 by popular vote for stated terms or otherwise, except
19 members of the judiciary. “Employee”, as applied
20 to persons whose regular compensation is paid by the
21 commonwealth or the metropolitan district commis-
-22 sion as the case may be, shall mean any person, whether
23 employed or appointed for a stated term or otherwise,
24 who is engaged in duties which require that his time
25 be devoted to the service of either such governmental
26 unit in each year during the ordinary working hours
27 of regular and permanent employees and who is
28 regularly and permanently employed in such service,
29 including employees of the general court and state
30 officials, including constitutional officers, members
31 of the general court or other persons elected by popular
32 vote, but excluding assistant attorneys general and
33 members of the judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven

An Act relative to membership in the state

RETIREMENT SYSTEM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 3of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 paragraph (vi) of clause (a) of subdivision (2) and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: (vi) Any
5 person hereafter elected by popular vote to a state,
6 county or municipal office or position, if under age
7 fifty-five on the date of his election, who files with the
8 board on a prescribed form a written application for
9 membership within ninety days after the date of

10 assuming office; provided, that a member becoming
11 an elected official shall retain his membership and an

12 elected official who is a member shall remain a member
13 upon his re-election or upon his election or appoint-
-14 ment to any other position which would otherwise
15 entitle him to membership, by striking out clause
16 (6) of said subdivision (2) and inserting in place
17 thereof the following: —(b ) Any person who is an

18 employee of any governmental unit of the common-
-19 wealth on the date when a system established under
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20 the provisions of sections one to twenty-eight, inclu-
-21 sive, or under corresponding provisions of earlier
22 laws, hereafter becomes operative therein, shall
23 become a member in service as of such date unless
24 within ninety days thereafter he shall file with the
25 board on a prescribed form a notice of his election
26 not to beome a member and a duly executed waiver
27 of all present and prospective benefits which might
28 otherwise accrue to him if he became a member.
29 No other pension or retirement law of the common-
-30 wealth whether general or special shall be applicable
31 to any such member on or after the date such system
32 becomes operative in such governmental unit, except
33 as otherwise provided for in subdivision (7) of this
34 section or in section twenty-five. In so far as prac-
-35 ticable and not later than sixty days after the date
36 such a system becomes operative in such govern-
-37 mental unit, the board shall notify each such em-
-38 ployee in writing, or through meetings duly announced
39 or by other means, of his rights and duties if he
40 becomes a member and shall furnish him with a
41 prescribed form to be filed with the board upon which
42 he may give notice of his election to become a member
43 in service or not to become a member, as he may
44 elect, and by striking out clause (d) of said subdivi-
-45 sion (2) and inserting in place thereof the following:
46 (d) In all cases involving part-time, provisional,
47 temporary, temporary provisional, seasonal or inter-
-48 mittent employment or service of any employee in
49 any governmental unit, including such employment
50 or service of any state official or of any person elected
51 by popular vote to a state, county or municipal office
52 or position, the board shall have and exercise full
53 jurisdiction to determine such employee’s eligibility
54 for membership.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven

An Act authorizing increases of the amounts of

PENSIONS PAYABLE TO CERTAIN FORMER PUBLIC EM-
PLOYEES WHO HAVE BEEN RETIRED AND THEIR
DEPENDENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 559 of the acts of 1946 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 1 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 1. The amount of the pension, or of the re-
-5 tirement allowance, of any former employee or of any
6 beneficiary of such employee of the commonwealth or
7 of any county, city, town, or district thereof, including
8 teachers, who were retired, prior to January first,
9 nineteen hundred and forty-six, under any provision

10 of general or special law, may be increased by an
11 amount not exceeding twenty per cent thereof, such
12 increase to be computed on that portion of his retire-
-13 ment allowance which was not obtained by special
14 purchase of an additional annuity; provided that
15 such increase shall not be made in the case of a pension
16 or of a retirement allowance which is in excess of one
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17 thousand dollars in amount; and provided, further,
18 that no pension or retirement allowance shall be in-
-19 creased hereunder by an amount that will make the
20 same exceed one thousand dollars; and provided,
21 further, that the provisions of this act shall not apply
22 in the case of any person whose pension or retirement
23 allowance is increased under the provisions of any
24 other general or special act of the current year.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act providing that certain persons in the em-
ploy OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF MENTAL HEALTH, PUBLIC

HEALTH, AND PUBLIC WELFARE SHALL BE MEMBERS 01

THE CONTRIBUTORY RETIREMENT SYSTEM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 22 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as
2 inserted by section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1945,
3 is hereby amended by adding at the end of clause (6)
4 of subsection (1) the following: —; and provided,
5 further, that in the case of any person in the service
6 of any institution or school in the department of
7 mental health, the department of public health or the
8 department of public welfare whose employment is
9 not subject to chapter thirty-one and the rules and

10 regulations made thereunder such withholding shall
11 not be made on account of salary payments during the
12 first six months of service unless employees elect to
13 pay such contributions.
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