
House of Representatives, February 20, 1947.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
600) of John J. Fitzgerald for legislation relative to the
numbering of questions appearing upon ballots in state
and municipal elections, report the accompanying bill
(House, No. 1765).

For the committee,

GERALD P. LOMBARD.

HOUSE No. 1765

Clje Commontuealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act relative to the numbering of questions ap-

pearing UPON BALLOTS IN STATE AND MUNICIPAL

ELECTIONS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 42 the fol-
-3 lowing new section:
4 Section J+2A. The state secretary and the city
5 or town clerks shall cause each question appearing
6 upon ballots prepared by them to be marked and
7 designated by a number. Questions submitted to the
8 people under Article XLYIII of the constitution of
9 the commonwealth shall appear first in order upon

10 the ballot, numbered consecutively and the first such
11 question so appearing shall be • designated by the
12 numeral 1; additional questions shall follow numbered
13 so that all questions appearing upon such ballot shall
14 be numbered consecutively. The questions required
15 to be placed upon the official ballot by the provisions
16 of section eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-
-17 eight shall be numbered as a single question having
18 three parts, and the questions required to be placed

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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19 upon the official ballot by the provisions of section
20 fourteen of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A
21 shall be numbered as a single question having two
22 parts.

1 Section 2. Chapter 128 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section 14, as
3 most recently amended by chapter 282 of the acts of
4 1938, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 1 4. Licenses shall not be granted under
6 this chapter for the holding or conducting of any
7 horse racing meeting or any dog racing meeting within
8 any county unless a majority of the registered voters
9 of such county voting on the questions of granting

10 such licenses when said questions were last submitted
11 to them, as hereinafter provided, have voted in the
12 affirmative.
13 The state secretary shall cause to be placed on the
14 official ballot to be used in the cities and towns at
15 the biennial state election in the years nineteen
16 hundred and thirty-four and nineteen hundred and
17 thirty-eight, and in every fourth year thereafter,
18 the following subdivided question:
19 A. Shall the pari-mutuel system of

YES.
20 betting on licensed horse races be per-
-21 mitted in this county? '

22 B. Shall the pari-mutuel system of
YES.

23 betting on licensed dog races be permitted
24 in this county? L__

25 If a majority of the votes cast in a county in answer
26 to subdivision A are in the affirmative, such county
27 shall be taken to have authorized the licensing of
28 horse races therein at which the pari-mutuel system
29 of betting shall be permitted.
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30 If a majority of the votes cast in a county in answer
31 to subdivision B are in the affirmative, such county
32 shall be taken to have authorized the licensing of
33 dog races therein at which the pari-mutuel system of
34 betting shall be permitted.

1 Section 3. Chapter 138 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 11, as amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 207 of the acts of 1936, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 11. The state secretary shall cause to be
6 placed on the official ballot used in the cities and
7 towns at each biennial state election the following
8 subdivided question:
9 A. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)

10 for the sale therein of all alcoholic bever-
YES.

11 ages (whisky, rum, gin, malt beverages,
NO,

12 wines and all other alcoholic beverages)?
13 B. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
14 for the sale therein of wines and malt bever-

,
. YES.

15 ages (wines and beer, ale and all other malt
NO.

16 beverages)? L
17 C. Shall licenses be granted in this city (or town)
18 for the sale therein of all alcoholic bever-

TES.19 ages in packages, so called, not to be drunk
20 on the premises?
21 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
22 answer to subdivision A is in the affirmative, such
23 city or town shall, irrespective of the result of the
24 votes in answer to subdivisions B and C, be taken to
25 have authorized, for the two calendar years next
26 succeeding, the retail sale in such city or town of all
27 alcoholic beverages to be drunk on and off the premises
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28 where sold, in accordance with the provisions of thi
29 chapter.
30 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
31 answer to subdivisions A and C is not in the affirma-
-32 tive, but a majority thereof in answer to subdivision B
33 is in the affirmative, such city or town shall be taken
34 to have authorized, for said calendar years, the retail
35 sale therein of wines and malt beverages only to be
36 drunk on and off the premises where sold, in ac-
-37 cordance with the provisions of this chapter.
38 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town in
39 answer to subdivision A and to subdivision B is not
40 in the affirmative, but a majority thereof in answer
41 to subdivision C is in the affirmative, such city or
42 town shall be taken to have authorized, for said
43 calendar years, the retail sale therein of all alcoholic
44 beverages but only in packages, so called, not to be
45 drunk on the premises where sold, in accordance with
46 the provisions of this chapter.
47 If a majority of the votes cast in a city or town
48 in answer to subdivision A is not in the affirmative
49 but a majority thereof in answer to subdivisions B
50 and C is in the affirmative, such city or town shall
51 be taken to have authorized, for said calendar years,
52 the retail sale therein of wines and malt beverages
53 to be drunk on and off the premises where sold, and
54 also the sale of all other alcoholic beverages but
55 only in packages, so called, not to be drunk on the
56 premises where sold, in accordance with the provi-
-57 sions of this chapter.
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