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Sen. Cornelius F. Haley, Chairman

By the President of the Senate, on September 5,
Sen. Cornelius F. Haley, Rowley.

Sen. Chester A. Dolan, Jamaica Plain.

By the Speaker of the Home, on September 6,
Rep. Harland Burke, Ipswich.
Rep. Cornelius J. Murray, Beverly.
Rep. David M. Cleary, Charlestown.

By the Governor, on September 20,
Col. Michael J. Galvin of Boston.

Cornelius R. Owens, Secretary.

Commontoealti) of o@assac|)usetto

3MBERS OF THE COMMISSION.



Resolve peoviding foe an Investigation and Study by a Special
Commission eelativb to the Eebction within the Common-
wealth of a Statue or other Suitable Memorial to com-
memorate the Late General George S. Patton, Jr.

Ci)e Commontoealtl) of s©agsact)Uoetts

RESOLVE OF AUTHORIZATION.

Chapter 61.

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of two
members of the senate to be designated by the president thereof,
three members of the house of representatives to be designated by the
speaker thereof, and one person to be appointed by the governor, is
hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation and
study of the subject matter of current house documents numbered two
hundred and twenty-one, five hundred and seventy-six, eleven hun-
dred and sixty-three and thirteen hundred and seventy-two, relative
to the erection within the state house or elsewhere within the com-
monwealth of a statue or other suitable memorial to commemorate
the late General George S. Patton, Jr. Said commission shall be pro-
vided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may travel within
and without the commonwealth and may expend for clerical and
other services and expenses, such sums, not exceeding, in the aggre-
gate, fifteen hundred dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated there-
for. Said commission shall report to the general court the results of
its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation necessary to carry said recommendations
into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
tives not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current
year. Approved June 11, 1941
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The following order was adopted in the House of
Representatives on Wednesday, January 8, 1947, and
adopted, in concurrence, in the Senate on Thursday,
January 9, 1947:

ORDER EXTENDING TIME FOR FILING
REPORT.

Ordered, That the time be extended to March 1, 1947, within which
the General Court will receive the final report of the special commis-
sion (including members of the General Court) established (under
chapter 61 of the Resolves of 1946) to make an investigation and
study relative to the erection within the Commonwealth of a statue
or other suitable memorial to commemorate the late General George S.
Patton, Jr.





Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION RELA-
TIVE TO THE ERECTION WITHIN THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF A STATUE OR OTHER
SUITABLE MEMORIAL TO COMMEMORATE
THE LATE GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON, JR.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The special unpaid Commission, created under the
provisions of chapter 61 of the Resolves of 1946, has
the honor of transmitting the following report.

Organization.

In pursuance of said chapter 61, Resolves of 1946, the
President of the Senate appointed Senator Cornelius F.
Haley of Rowley and Senator Chester A. Dolan of
Jamaica Plain. The Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives appointed Representative Harland Burke of
Ipswich, Representative Cornelius J. Murray of Beverly,
and Representative David M. Cleary of Charlestown.
Governor Maurice J. Tobin appointed Colonel Michael J.
Galvin of Boston.

The Commission met and organized on October 18,
1946. Honorable Cornelius F. Haley of Rowley was
elected chairman. Colonel Michael J. Galvin was elected
temporary secretary and subsequently Mr. Cornelius R.
Owens of Boston was elected secretary.
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The Commission found almost universal agreement
among persons who attended its various public hearings
both in the State House and at Hamilton, Mass., for the
erection by the Commonwealth of a memorial to General
George Smith Patton, Jr., who died on December 21,1945,
of injuries incurred while in the performance of his duties
in Germany. Such prominent citizens as then Governor
Maurice J. Tobin, United States Senators Henry Cabot
Lodge, Jr., and Leverett Saltonstall, former United States
Senator Sinclair Weeks, Major General I. T. Wyche, com-
mander of the First Service Command, and J. Wells
Farley of Boston were among those sponsoring or approv-
ing the erection of an enduring monument to the late
commander of the victorious Third Army of the United
States.

Major Frederick W. Roche, representing Governor
Tobin, personally appeared to recommend that the Com-
mission favorably consider erection of a bronze statue to
General Patton on the Storrow Memorial Embankment
in Boston, at or near a spot selected by Mrs. George S.
Patton, widow of the General. This recommendation
was found to have great support from others who made
their opinions known to the Commission. Other sug-
gested sites were the Boston Public Garden, Boston Com-
mon, Copley Square, in or near the State House, and at
Hamilton, where the Patton family resides, and where
General Patton lived and was well known. The Com-
mission has carefully considered all these possible loca-
tions and has discussed them with a representative of the
Massachusetts Art Commission and with the Commis-
sioner of the Metropolitan District. The erection of a
statue to the General’s memory was most commonly
suggested, but also received were suggestions that the
memorial take the form of a plaque, mural or bust, or be
“a living memorial,” such as a field house or playground,
which would be of continuing practical use to the general

Summary of Public Hearings, Investigations
and Meetings.
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public. It was also recommended that existing or pro-
jected highways bear the General’s name as a tribute to a
colorful and heroic soldier.

Conversations took place in Washington between the
Commission and Dr. H. Paul Caemmerer, secretary of
the United States Commission of Fine Arts, concerning the
history of the national memorials to military figures and
also cost estimates brought up to date of some of the
best known and most appropriate. At Dr. Caemmerer’s
suggestion, the Commission viewed many of these memo-
rials in and around the nation’s capital. While in Wash-
ington, the Commission conferred with Lieutenant Gen-
eral Lucius D. Clay, deputy military commander for
Germany, and General Patton’s immediate superior at
the time of the latter’s death. Pertinent material on the
subject of costs and plans were obtained from the office
of Lieutenant General R. N. Littlejohn, U. S. A., who is
directing work on a statue to General Patton at West
Point.

A stud}- was also made of the history of the Common-
wealth’s memorials, with particular reference to cost and
how such cost was borne.

Recommendations.

During the four months of the Commission’s study of
a suitable memorial to the late General George Smith
Patton, Jr., one of the nation’s greatest patriotic figures
of this generation, it amassed a considerable quantity of
material and has been the recipient of many and varied
suggestions as to the ideal form such memorial should
take. However, it is the considered opinion of the entire
membership of the Commission that additional time and
funds are necessary to extend the Commission’s research
and prepare a definitive report. Any report on legislation
seeking to keep alive the memory of one of the great
commanders of the Allied forces in World War II through
the medium of an imperishable monument, which will
serve as an inspiration to future generations, the Commis-
sion feels, should include painstaking estimates of probable
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cost and detailed plans and perspective views drawn by
specialists, as well as a determination of the memorial’s
form. Therefore the Commission respectfully requests
that it be continued, and that an appropriation of $4,000
be approved with which to carry out its investigation. A
resolve so recommending is appended.

Respectfully submitted,

CORNELIUS F. HALEY,
Chairman.

CHESTER A. DOLAN
HARLAND BURKE.
CORNELIUS J. MURRAY.
DAVID M. CLEARY.
MICHAEL J. GALVIN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

Resolve reviving and continuing the special com
MISSION APPOINTED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND

TUDY RELATIVE TO THE ERECTION WITHIN THE COM

MONWEALTH OF A STATUE OR OTHER SUITABLE MEMORIAL

TO COMMEMORATE THE LATE GENERAL GEORGE S

PATTON, JR.

1 Resolved , That the unpaid special commission estab-
-2 lished by chapter sixty-one of the resolves of nineteen
3 hundred and forty-six is hereby revived and continued
4 for the purpose of continuing its investigation relative
5 to the erection within the commonwealth of a statue
6 or other suitable memorial to commemorate the late
7 General George S. Patton, Jr. Said commission shall
8 be provided with quarters in the state house or else-
-9 where, may travel within and without the common-
10 wealth and may expend for the services of a sculptor
11 in making a model of a memorial and of a landscape
12 architect for plans and designs for the landscaping of
13 such memorial, and also for clerical and other services
14 and expenses, such sums, not exceeding, in the aggre-
-15 gate, four thousand dollars, as may hereafter be appro-
-16 priated therefor, in addition to the unexpended bal-
-17 ance of the amount appropriated by Item 0283 of

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Ctie Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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18 section two of chapter six hundred and seventeen of
19 the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six. Said com-
-20 mission shall report to the general court the results of
21 its investigation and study hereunder, and its recom-
-22 mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
23 necessary to carry said recommendations into effect,
24 by filing the same with the clerk of the house of repre-
-25 sentatives not later than the first Wednesday of
26 December in the current year.


