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By Mr. Sylvia of Oak Bluffs, petition of Antone K. Bettencourt and
others for legislation relative to the protection of striped bass. Con-
servation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1008 of chapter 130 of the General Laws,
2 inserted by section 2 of chapter 264 of the acts of
3 1945, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 11 to
4 13, inclusive, the words “the taking of striped bass
5 by means of seines under authority of chapter fifty-
-6 two of the acts of eighteen hundred and ninety-one,
7 or”, —soas to read as follows: Section 1008. No
8 person shall take, or attempt to take, with or by the
9 use of a net, seine or any other contrivance of any

10 kind or description, except hook and line, any striped
11 bass within the jurisdiction of the commonwealth;
12 provided, that it shall not be a violation of this section
13 for any person to take striped bass by means of such
14 seine, net or other contrivance, while fishing for other
15 fish for the catching of which the use of such seine,
16 net or other contrivance is permitted, if such striped
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17 bass is immediately returned alive to the waters from
18 which taken; and provided, further, that this section
19 shall not affect the taking of such fish in fish traps
20 authorized under authority of section twenty-nine,
21 or similar provisions of law, but such traps may be
22 examined by the director, or some person thereunto
23 authorized by him in writing, and if it appears, after
24 such examination, that such trap is constructed or
25 operated for the primary purpose of taking striped
26 bass, the director, after a hearing, may in writing order
27 the licensee to alter the construction or operation of
28 such trap, and any licensee who fails to so alter such
29 trap within forty-eight hours after notice therefor has
30 been received shall be punished by a fine of not less
31 than one hundred dollars for each day or part thereof
32 that such trap remains in operation contrary to such
33 order. Whoever violates any provision of this section
34 for which no other penalty is provided shall be pun-
-35 ished by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more
36 than five hundred dollars.


