
HOUSE 1954

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning without my approval Senate Bill No. 482
entitled, “An Act providing for a close season on all

BIRDS AND MAMMALS DURING CERTAIN PERIODS.”
The purpose of this Act is wholly commendable. It is

intended to facilitate the enforcement of existing game
laws at a time just prior to the opening of the hunting
season when young stock is released and the young of
wild game birds are quite tame. However, to accomplish
the purpose, this bill goes to the length of denying to any
person the right to carry any firearm or even an air rifle
in any place where birds or mammals might be found.

There are five general exceptions in the Act as drawn.
These in themselves render it unworkable. For, under
the provisions of the Act, a person may carry a revolver
or pistol not larger than 38-caliber and use it for the shoot-
ing of crows, woodchucks or skunks on cultivated land
with the written permission of the owner of such land.
But if the same person, carrying the same weapon, has
to cross other fields or woodlands before reaching the per-
mitted area or after leaving it, he is presumably in viola-
tion of this law while so doing.

A more fundamental difficulty is the extent to which
this Act is an encroachment upon the right to bear arms.
It imputes a lawless intent which cannot justifiably be
ascribed to sportsmen in general.
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The problem of enforcing game laws cannot be solved
by adding more laws. It is an administrative problem
and should be handled by more effective administration,
not by additional legislation.

For these reasons I do not approve the bill

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD.
Governor of Massachusetts


