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House of Representatives, April 14, 1947.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill authorizing the Attorney General to
settle certain claims against state officers and employees
for personal injuries and property damage without the
necessity of suit being brought (House, No. 832), report
recommending that the same be amended by the substi-
tution of the accompanying bill (House, No. 1987).

For the committee,

ALLAN ROY KINGSTON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

An Act authorizing the attorney general to settle
CERTAIN CLAIMS AGAINST STATE OFFICERS AND EM-

PLOYEES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND PROPERTY DAM-

AGE WITHOUT THE NECESSITY Of SUIT BEING BROUGHT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 3B the following new sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section SC. Any officer or employee of the common-
-5 wealth, or of the metropolitan district commission,
6 may file with the attorney general a writing requesting
7 the attorney general to represent him in connection
8 with a claim against him for bodily injuries or for
9 damage to property, arising out of his operation of a

10 motor vehicle or other vehicle owned by the common-
-11 wealth, including one under the control of said com-
-12 mission, and stating that he thereby authorizes any
13 decision that the attorney general may make relative
14 to a settlement of such claim. Upon such request and
15 authorization, and whether or not suit has been
16 brought upon the same, the attorney general may, if
17 after investigation it appears to him that such officer
18 or employee, at the time the claim arose, was acting
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19 within the scope of his official duties or employment,
20 and that the claimant is entitled to damages, settle
21 such claim for such amount, not exceeding five hun-
-22 dred dollars on account of bodily injury to one person,
23 and not exceeding three hundred dollars on account of
24 damage to property, as he shall determine to be just
25 and reasonable.
26 If a release approved by the attorney general, given
27 on a final settlement of such a claim, is presented to the
28 state treasurer, together with a certificate of the
29 attorney general certifying that said release was given
30 in accordance with the provisions of this section,
31 there shall be paid from the state treasury, from such
32 appropriation as may be made therefor by the general
33 court, the amount of the consideration stated in such
34 release.
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