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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
without my approval House Bill 1831 entitled, “ An Act 
authorizing the city of Peabody to appropriate money 
for the payment of and to pay a claim of Walter J. Par
sons, Jr., for services rendered to the Park Department 
of said city.”

This bill authorizes the city of Peabody to appropriate 
an additional $300 for the payment of a claim in favor 
of Walter J. Parsons, Jr., for services which he rendered 
to the Park Department of that city in 1938. Investi
gation reveals that on August 1st of that year a claim 
was made to the Park Department by Air. Parsons in 
the amount of $645. The records of the city of Peabody 
show that on August 12, 1938, Air. Parsons was paid the 
sum of $300, and that the sum of $345 was discounted 
from his original claim. Records on file in the City 
Auditor’s office in Peabody indicate that the payment 
in the amount of $300 represented the total amount due 
and that payment was certified by the then Mayor and 
the then head of the Park Department of the city of 
Peabody.

This is special legislation for the benefit of the single 
individual who, if a legal debt was due him, waived 
claim to any payment other than that which he received. 
When considered in proper relation to the principles and 
precedents involved, I cannot see the justification for 
making an exception in favor of this claimant.

Respectfully yours,
ROBERT F. BRADFORD.

.  Governor of Massachusetts.




