
HOUSE No. 2251

Cj)e Commornuealtf) of Massachusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u se , B o s t o n , June 4, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Mystic River Bridge Authority was created by 
chapter 562, Massachusetts Acts of 1946, which act was 
approved on June 12, 1946.

Under the act, the Authority is authorized and em
powered to construct, maintain, repair and operate a high 
level toll bridge without a draw over the Mystic River 
and tracks of the Boston and Maine Railroad at such 
location, adjacent to or near the existing bridge connect
ing Chelsea Street in the Charlestown district of the City 
of Boston with Broadway in the city of Chelsea, as shall 
be approved by the State Department of Public Works, 
and to issue bridge revenue bonds, payable solely from 
revenues, to pay the cost of constructing the bridge and 
approach facilities.

The above act restricts the distance and the distances 
specified therein to a point north of Vine Street in the 
Charlestown district of Boston. Paragraph (c) of sec
tion 4 of chapter 562 provides, “ The term, ‘ approach 
facilities’ shall include such interchanges, overpasses, 
underpasses, surface roads and connecting highways (in
cluding elevated or depressed highways), extending from 
a point north of Vine and Chelsea streets in the Charles
town district of Boston to a point at or near Winnisimmet 
Square in Chelsea, as the Authority may determine, to
gether with all property rights, easements and interests 
acquired by the Authority for the construction of such 
facilities.”
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Engineers have determined that the grade on the 
Chelsea side of the bridge will be 3.8° but under existing 
law limiting construction on the Charlestown side to a 
point north of Vine and Chelsea streets, the grade there 
will be 9.2°. To conform with the regulations of the War 
and Navy Departments and the plans of the bridge as 
approved by the Port of Boston Authority, the required 
height of 110' above the South channel will necessitate 
such a grade on the Charlestown side unless the limits of 
the approach facilities are changed. It, therefore, be
comes necessary to amend chapter 562 of the Acts of 
1946. Otherwise, it would be impractical from an en
gineering standpoint to bring the bridge to proper grade.

I, therefore, recommend the amendment accompanying 
this message to remedy this situation and to make pos
sible the carrying out of the purposes of the original act.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD.
(lovernor of the Commonwealth.
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RECOMMENDED AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 
562, MASSACHUSETTS ACTS OF 1946, AP
PROVED ON JUNE 12, 1946.

1 Section 1. Section 4 of chapter 562 of the acts of
2 1946 is hereby amended by inserting, in paragraph
3 (b), after the words “ the approaches thereto” , the
4 following words: — extending from a point in the
5 Charlestown district in Boston to a point in Chelsea,
6 as the Authority may determine in order to provide
7 proper grades to the main spans of the bridge at the
8 elevations required by the War Department, — so as
9 to read as follows: — (b) the word “ bridge” shall

10 mean the bridge to be constructed under the pro-
11 visions of this act, and shall embrace the substructures
12 and superstructure thereof, and the entrance plazas,
13 and the approaches thereto extending from a point in
14 the Charlestown district in Boston to a point in
15 Chelsea, as the Authority may determine in order to
16 provide proper grades to the main spans of the bridge
17 at the elevations required by the War Department,
18 together with all property, rights, easements and in-
19 terests acquired by the Authority for the construc-
20 tion or the operation of the bridge.

1 Section 2. Section 4 of said chapter 562 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out, in paragraph (c),
3 the words “ extending from a point north of Vine and
4 Chelsea streets in the Charlestown district of Boston
5 to a point at or near Winnisiminet square in Chelsea,
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6 as the Authority may determine” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words: — as the Authority may de-
8 termine, in order to provide adequate ingress and
9 egress between the bridge and existing highways or

10 such as may be designated by the state department
11 of public works, — so as to read as follows: — (c) The
12 term “ approach facilities” shall include such inter-
13 changes, overpasses, underpasses, surface roads and
14 connecting highways (including elevated or depressed
15 highways) as the Authority may determine, in order
16 to provide adequate ingress and egress between the
17 bridge and existing highways or such as may be desig-
18 nated by the state department of public works, to-
19 gether with all property, rights, easements and in-
20 terests acquired by the Authority for the construction
21 of such facilities.


