
HOUSE No. 2306• • • •

Cfre Commontoealtt) of egassacbusett*

House of R epresentatives, June 23, 1947.

The committee on Ways and Means to whom were 
referred the Bill changing the rate of tax on certain 
alcoholic beverages (House, No. 746, changed), and the 
Bill increasing the amount of the excise on malt beverages, 
and further regulating the disposition of fees and excises 
received by the Commonwealth under the alcoholic 
beverages law (House, No. 2289), report the accompany
ing bill (House, No. 2306).

For the committee,

ROY C. SMITH.
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Cl)t Commontoealti) of ^assacbusettg

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Seven.

A n  A c t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  e x c i s e  o n  c e r 

t a i n  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND ALCOHOL, AND FU R

TH ER REGULATING THE DISPOSITION OF FEES AND E X 

CISES RECEIVED BY THE COMMONW EALTH UNDER THE  

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LAW .

1 Whereas, The additional state revenue which will
2 be provided by the provisions of this act is urgently
3 needed, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
4 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation
5 of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section 21 of chapter 138 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by section 11
3 of chapter 542 of the acts of 1943, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out the first seven paragraphs
5 and inserting in place thereof the following eight
6 paragraphs: —
7 Every licensed manufacturer of alcoholic beverages
8 or alcohol as defined in this chapter and every holder
9 of a wholesaler’s and importer’s license for the sale

10 and importation thereof and every licensee under
11 section seventy-six shall, in addition to the license
12 fees elsewhere provided in this chapter, be liable for
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13 and pay to the commonwealth an excise, for the
14 privilege enjoyed by him as such manufacturer,
15 wholesaler and importer, or licensee under section
16 seventy-six, to be levied on sales within the common-
17 wealth of alcoholic beverages or alcohol, other than
18 wines to be used for sacramental purposes only and
19 other than malt beverages imported into the com-
20 monwealth, and to be levied on importations of malt
21 beverages into the common wealth,, as follows: —
22 For each barrel of thirty-one gallons, or fractional
23 part of a barrel aforesaid, of malt beverages, at the
24 rate of two dollars per barrel aforesaid;
25 For each wine gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
26 cider containing more than three per cent but not
27 more than six per cent of alcohol by weight at sixty
28 degrees Fahrenheit, at the rate of one and one half
29 cents per wine gallon;
30 For each wine gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
31 still wine, other than cider containing more than three
32 per cent but not more than six per cent of alcohol
33 as aforesaid, including vermouth, at the rate of ten
34 cents per wine gallon;
35 For each wine gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
36 champagne and all other sparkling wines, at the rate
37 of forty cents per wine gallon;
38 For each wine gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
39 all other alcoholic beverages containing twenty-four
40 per cent or less of alcohol by volume at sixty degrees
41 Fahrenheit, at the rate of fifteen cents per wine
42 gallon;
43 For each wine gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
44 all other alcoholic beverages containing more than
45 twenty-four per cent but not more than fifty per cent
46 of alcohol by volume at sixty degrees Fahrenheit,



4 HOUSE — No. 2306. [June

47 at the rate of one dollar and fifty cents per wine
48 gallon;
49 For each proof gallon, or fractional part thereof, of
50 all other alcoholic beverages containing more than
51 fifty per cent of alcohol by volume at sixty degrees
52 Fahrenheit or alcohol, at the rate of one dollar and
53 fifty cents per proof gallon. The words “ proof gal-
54 Ion” , when used in this section with reference to an
55 alcoholic beverage, shall be held to be a gallon of the
56 alcoholic beverage which contains one half its volume
57 of alcohol of a specific gravity of seven thousand nine
58 hundred and thirty-nine ten thousandths (.7939) at
59 sixty degrees Fahrenheit. Every person subject to
60 this section shall keep a true and accurate account of
61 all alcoholic beverages or alcohol sold by him other
62 than malt beverages imported into the common-
63 wealth by him, and a like account of all malt bev-
64 erages imported into the commonwealth by him,
65 and shall make a return thereof to the commissioner
66 of corporations and taxation, hereinafter called the
67 commissioner, within ten days after the last day of
68 each month, covering such sales and importations by
69 him during such month, and shall at the time of such
70 return make payment to the commissioner of the
71 amount due under this section for such sales and im-
72 portations in such month. The commissioner shall
73 assess on the basis of any available information any
74 deficiency in the amount so payable which remains
75 unpaid and shall notify the person so assessed who
76 may within thirty days of the date of the notice
77 make application for abatement thereof. Such assess-
78 ment may be made at any time within two years
79 after the making of the earliest sale, or importation,
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80 as the case may be, included in such assessment. If
81 the commissioner shall determine that a deficiency
82 so assessed should be abated or, upon application
83 filed within six months of the making of the return
84 that an overpayment has been made, he shall certify
85 the amount of such abatement or overpayment to
86 the state treasurer, who shall repay the amount so
87 certified if paid, without further appropriation there-
88 for. The commissioner is hereby authorized to pre-
89 scribe rules and regulations governing the method of
90 keeping accounts, making returns and paying the
91 excise provided for in this section. Such rules and
92 regulations shall provide for the waiver of payment
93 of the excise in respect to any alcoholic beverages or
94 alcohol if it appears that an excise has already been
95 paid under the provisions of this section in respect
96 thereto; provided, however, that alcoholic beverages
97 or alcohol manufactured within or imported into the
98 commonwealth and exported therefrom shall be
99 exempt from such excise. Alcohol for the purposes

100 of this section shall mean alcohol otherwise subject
101 to any provision of this chapter but shall not include
102 alcohol sold for scientific, chemical, mechanical,
103 manufacturing, industrial, culinary, pharmaceutical
104 or medical purposes in containers greater in capacity
105 than one wine gallon. The taxes imposed by this
106 section shall also be applicable to sales of alcoholic
107 beverages, upon which an excise has not already
108 been paid under the provisions of this section, made
109 by a railroad or car corporation or the owner or oper-
110 ator of any vessel or shipping company licensed to
111 sell alcoholic beverages under the provisions of sec-
112 tion thirteen.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter 138 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 27, as most recently
3 amended by section 13 of chapter 729 of the acts of
4 1941, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 27. All fees for licenses and permits au-
6 thorized to be granted by the commission under this
7 chapter and all moneys payable under section
8 twenty-one shall be paid into the state treasury and
9 after deducting therefrom the expenses of the com-

10 mission, there shall be credited to the old age as-
11 sistance fund established under section eleven of
12 chapter one hundred and eighteen A the sum of five
13 hundred thousand dollars monthly so that said fund
14 shall be credited annually with a sum of six m illion

15 dollars, and the balance shall be credited to the
16 general fund. All fees for licenses and permits
17 authorized to be granted by the local licensing au-
18 thorities under this chapter shall be paid into the
19 treasuries of their respective cities and towns.

1 S e c t i o n  3. Every person who, at the commence-
2 ment of business on the effective date of this act, has
3 on hand for sale at the premises covered by a license
4  issued to such person under any provision of said
5 chapter one hundred and thirty-eight, or at any
6 other premises, any alcoholic beverages or alcohol
7 affected by section one of this act with respect to
8 which an excise has not been paid or is not payable
9 at the rate established under said section one shall

10 make and file with the commissioner of corporations
11 and taxation a complete inventory thereof within
12 twenty days thereafter, and shall pay to said com-
13 missioner at the time of filing such inventory an
14 excise with respect to such alcoholic beverages and
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15 alcohol computed at the rates imposed by said
16 section one. All provisions of section twenty-one of
17 said chapter one hundred and thirty-eight relative
18 to the collection, verification and administration of
19 taxes applicable to licensees under said chapter shall,
20 in so far as pertinent, be applicable to the excise
21 herein imposed.

1 S e c t i o n  4. This act is to take effect on July first
2 in the current year.




