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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , June 26, 1947.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

You are well aware of the unfortunate situation which 
now confronts the City of Boston as a result of the sen
tence of imprisonment imposed today upon the Mayor 
by the United States District Court at Washington. It 
is important to recognize that under our laws no vacancy 
in the office of Mayor has been created by reason of the 
circumstances in this case.

This is not the time for hasty or drastic legislation. 
But it is obvious that during the next six to eighteen 
months the Mayor will not be able to carry out the re
sponsibilities and duties of his office.

Nothing in the General Laws of the Commonwealth 
or of the Charter of the City of Boston makes provision 
for this contingency. It is provided in the Charter that 
if the Mayor is physically absent, the President of the 
City Council shall perform his duties; but further, it is 
specifically provided: “ He shall possess the powers of 
Mayor only in matters not admitting of delay, but shall 
have no power to make permanent appointments except 
on the decease of the Mayor.”

Such limited powers present no serious problem in the 
instance of brief absences such as are evidently contem
plated in this provision, but they are wholly inappropriate 
and inadequate to meet the present situation. Municipal 
government in Boston cannot function without serious 
mechanical difficulties if headed for an extended period
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of time by an acting chief executive whose powers are so 
narrowly limited.

I therefore recommend for your immediate considera
tion enactment of such temporary legislation as is needed 
to meet this emergency in the City of Boston.

At the beginning of the next annual session, in January, 
I shall submit my recommendations for permanent legis
lation to be applicable to all cities to prevent future situ
ations of this character.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.


